
Revelation 2:1-7 - "Lord, it's Your Church

The future foretold through prophecy of scripture… The Revelation of
Jesus Christ

given to the church in advance of all things that would come to
pass 
Jesus will be revealed to the world in His second coming

to establish His kingdom and cast out all offenders - to have
His dominion here and continue for 1,000 years
Jesus will do this… not the church… in fact the church is not
mentioned in the book of Revelation after chapter 3
the catching away of the church - the rapture - the promise
and prophecy that Jesus will come for His church 

[Rev 1:19KJV] 19 Write the things which thou hast seen, and the
things which are, and the things which shall be hereafter

His church - G1577 - “ekklesia" - called out of the world to assemble
together in Jesus - to worship and serve God through faith that is Jesus
Christ - the Son of the Living God

Matthew 16:18 (KJV) And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter,
and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall
not prevail against it.

Jesus Christ - Son of the Living God - Cornerstone and Rock
Acts 2:47 (KJV) Praising God, and having favour with all the
people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be
saved.

By believing and receiving the gospel of Jesus Christ... saved
and added to His church

Acts - the spread of the gospel - salvation to Jew and Gentiles -
the church of Jesus Christ in all the cities where the Word was
received...



the assembly of the saints - called the churches
persecuted by the Jews - Acts 7-9 (Saul)
Gentiles brought into the church - Acts 10-13
persecuted by the government (Herod) - Acts 12
the gospel spread Acts 13-15 - the gospel to the gentiles - the
churches of the gentiles saved in Jesus by faith in Him -
decision of the Holy Spirit
called Christians in Antioch (Acts 16)
continuation of the gospel to bring forth salvation - called to
assembly in Jesus

the opposition to the gospel of Jesus Christ - the uproar
of the world against this assembly

Letters to the churches - Paul, Peter, John - the apostles writings in
the Bible
Church History - David Guzik teachings gives a good summary
understanding

https://enduringword.com/church-history/

Jesus’ Letter to the church (7 churches) - the things which are - the “age
of grace” - the "age of the church” - from Pentecost until the rapture -
until “the fullness of the Gentiles” come in… 

our undertaking...
to have ears to hear what the Spirit says unto the churches -
what He says to the churches - as He speaks to us through
the book of Revelation - Jesus’ letter to the churches
that we may repent as we hear - changing our minds and then
lives to conform unto the likeness of Jesus - and grow in Him
that we may overcome - our faith in Jesus Christ - to do all
those things that we hear

the things which shall be hereafter - Revelation 4-22 - the
prophecy entrusted to the church to preserve for all peoples -

https://enduringword.com/church-history


concerning the Revelation of Jesus to the world - to His chosen
people of promise - restoring “believing Israel” from their "harlotry"

set ourselves to read and keep this prophecy - teaching this
truth to the church 
preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ - as we witness of Jesus
with the power of the Holy Spirit - using this Revelation to
convict and convince all men to repent and believe
prophecy - “history in advance” - these things must come to
pass and Jesus fulfilling the word of God...

[Rev 2:1-7 KJV]

Verse 1 - the church of Ephesus
1 Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he
that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the
midst of the seven golden candlesticks;

Ephesus

Ephesians 1:22-23 (KJV) 22 And hath put all [things] under his feet,
and gave him [to be] the head over all [things] to the church, 23
Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.
Ephesians 2:19-22 (KJV) 19 Now therefore ye are no more
strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of
the household of God; 20 And are built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner
[stone]; 21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth
unto an holy temple in the Lord: 22 In whom ye also are builded
together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.
Ephesians 3:10 (KJV) To the intent that now unto the principalities
and powers in heavenly [places] might be known by the church the
manifold wisdom of God,
Ephesians 3:21 (KJV) Unto him [be] glory in the church by Christ



Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.
Ephesians 5:23-25,27,29,32 (KJV) For the husband is the head of
the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the
saviour of the body. 24 Therefore as the church is subject unto
Christ, so [let] the wives [be] to their own husbands in every thing.
25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the
church, and gave himself for it;... 27 That he might present it to
himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such
thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish... 29 For no
man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it,
even as the Lord the church:... 32 This is a great mystery: but I
speak concerning Christ and the church.

Jesus walking in the midst of His church

Candlesticks - the light of His church
the menorah - “the “Vine and the branches"

with Jesus walking in the middle
Abiding in the vine - John 15:1-16 - fruitful in every good work -
increasing in the knowledge of Jesus

Abide in the commandments, in the love of Jesus..

the angel of the church

ministering spirits - held in Jesus’ hand - His working of ministering
unto His church… those who have obtained salvation… always
having a messenger that is sent to the churches - this record of the
things which are - prophecy of the churches 
[Heb 1:14 KJV] 14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to
minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?
in His right hand - [Gal 3:19 KJV] 19 Wherefore then [serveth] the
law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed should
come to whom the promise was made; [and it was] ordained by



angels in the hand of a mediator.
[1Ti 2:5 KJV] 5 For [there is] one God, and one mediator between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus;

V2 - Jesus knows
2 I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou
canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say
they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars:

I know... thy works

[Eph 2:10 KJV] 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we
should walk in them.

I know... thy labour

the toil, the trouble - those things that would reduce the strength to
do… the pains, the weariness
[1Th 2:9 KJV] 9 For ye remember, brethren, our labour[G2873] and
travail: for labouring night and day, because we would not be
chargeable unto any of you, we preached unto you the gospel of
God.

I know... thy patience

cheerful endurance and constancy - patient in waiting and
remaining even when difficult in trial and afflictions 
[2Th 1:4 KJV] 4 So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches
of God for your patience[G5281] and faith in all your persecutions
and tribulations that ye endure:



tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found
them liars:

tried - tested and scrutinized - examined - endeavored - proved...
false apostles - liars

[2Co 11:13-15 KJV] 13 For such [are] false apostles, deceitful
workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.
14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an
angel of light. 15 Therefore [it is] no great thing if his ministers
also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose
end shall be according to their works.
[1Jo 2:21-22 KJV] 21 I have not written unto you because ye
know not the truth, but because ye know it, and that no lie is
of the truth. 22 Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is
the Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the
Son.
[1Jo 4:1 KJV] 1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the
spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets
are gone out into the world.
[Act 20:30 KJV] 30 Also of your own selves shall men arise,
speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.
[Eph 4:14 KJV] 14 That we [henceforth] be no more children,
tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of
doctrine, by the sleight of men, [and] cunning craftiness,
whereby they lie in wait to deceive;

Verse 3 - not wearied
3 And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast
laboured, and hast not fainted. 

hast borne

carried the burden - did the “heavy lifting” - to carry - to bear the



burden - no matter the difficulty - the taking up was done

hast patience

possess - to have - this patience - this church endures and
remains 
[Rom 5:3-4 KJV] 3 And not only [so], but we glory in tribulations
also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; 4 And patience,
experience; and experience, hope:

hast laboured

worked hard for Jesus sake - the salvation that comes through Him
fatigued, labored, toiled
opposite of laziness - attentive and effort given to work

hast not fainted

not wearied, not sickened, not stopping
[2Co 4:1, 16 KJV] 1 Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we
have received mercy, we faint not; ... 16 For which cause we faint
not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward [man] is
renewed day by day.
[Gal 6:9 KJV] 9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due
season we shall reap, if we faint not.
[2Th 3:13 KJV] 13 But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing.

Verses 4-5 left the love of Jesus?
4 Nevertheless I have [somewhat] against thee, because thou hast left
thy first love. 5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and
repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and



will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent. 

because thou hast left thy first love
[Mat 24:12-13 KJV] 12 And because iniquity shall abound, the love of
many shall wax cold. 13 But he that shall endure unto the end, the same
shall be saved.
[Phl 1:9 KJV] 9 And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and
more in knowledge and [in] all judgment;

love

[Eph 1:4, 15 KJV] 4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame
before him in love:[G26] ... 15 Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith
in the Lord Jesus, and love[G26] unto all the saints,
[Eph 2:4 KJV] 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love[G26]
wherewith he loved us,
[Eph 3:17, 19 KJV] 17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that
ye, being rooted and grounded in love,[G26]  18 (KJV) May be able to
comprehend with all saints what [is] the breadth, and length, and depth,
and height;19 And to know the love[G26] of Christ, which passeth
knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.
[Eph 4:2, 15-16 KJV] 2 With all lowliness and meekness, with
longsuffering, forbearing one another in love;[G26] ... 15 But speaking
the truth in love,[G26] may grow up into him in all things, which is the
head, [even] Christ: 16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together
and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the
effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the
body unto the edifying of itself in love.[G26]
[Eph 5:2 KJV] 2 And walk in love,[G26] as Christ also hath loved us, and
hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a
sweetsmelling savour.
[Eph 6:23 KJV] 23 Peace [be] to the brethren, and love[G26] with faith,
from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.



left the first love

the love of Jesus for God and for His own church
left - forsook - in the same way when coming to Jesus at the first
to forsake all and follow Him
in the vows of a wedding - forsaking all others - I take you...
the church the bride of Christ… One with Him - this mystery
revealed in the letter to Ephesians (chapter 5)
they left that...

fallen - implies the height of love - Jesus gave all in love - the height of
what He has given

Remember this love for Jesus in the first that forsook all other things…

the burning of all their things that were not of God
the leaving of anything and everything that hinders in the love
relationship with Jesus

Repent

the call to a change of mind that leads to change of actions -
decision that reflects love is not a feeling or and emotion - but
deliberate in the agape of Jesus

do the first works

for the first love was evident in the first works
pleasing God - doing those things for no other reason other than to
love Jesus
suffering the loss of all things… leaving everything else



receiving the love of Jesus 

Removal or repentance?

the prospect of Jesus removing the lamp stand - the light from it’s
place with Jesus - to invoke repentance
the prospect of being pruned… is to invoke a repentance
for individuals or for churches to no longer be in the Vine...
the lie that those that are pruned connect in another church - it is
my experience that the attempt to re-attach here has only been
met with the manifestation that the pruning has already happened
in another expression of the body of Christ 
sometimes the pruning happens here… accepting the pruning
shears of our Father and agreeing with Him
God is able to graft in again:-)

the return to loving Jesus first and being one with Him

doing those things that are in love to Him
laying down life for Jesus

Verses 6-7 - the hearing and the hope
6 But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which
I also hate. 7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto
the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life,
which is in the midst of the paradise of God.

hating what God hates

this is a mark of half of what we are to have
love what God loves - hate what God hates
the deeds of the Nicolaitans



those that would rule over the people - rather than serve and
love the people

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches;
To him that overcometh

our undertaking...
to have ears to hear what the Spirit says unto the churches -
what He says to the churches - as He speaks to us through
the book of Revelation - Jesus’ letter to the churches
that we may repent as we hear - changing our minds and then
lives to conform unto the likeness of Jesus - and grow in Him
that we may overcome - our faith in Jesus Christ - to do all
those things that we hear

our faith in Jesus overcomes - here is the call to repentance to return to
the first love and Jesus will give the tree of life …

Our Application:

1. hear the Spirit - practice hearing the Spirit - in what He says
1. He is the Spirit of Jesus in our lives and to the church
2. is this for us? is this for me? have I too, left my first love

2. practice repentance
1. changing your mind as you read the word of God to conform

to the likeness of Jesus
2. Is there anything that you have heard so far that you are

unwilling to change?
3. Love Jesus - leave everything else and love Jesus 




