
Revelation 2:8-11 - "His Church Tested with the Taste of
Death"

What are you made of church? - is it genuine?

What are little boys made of
What are little boys made of
Snips & snails & puppy dogs tails
And such are little boys made of.

What are little girls made of
What are little girls made of
Sugar & spice & all things nice
And such are little girls made of.

the taste of death

[Heb 2:9 KJV] 9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower
than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and
honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every
man.
[Luk 9:27 KJV] 27 But I tell you of a truth, there be some standing
here, which shall[G1089][G0] not taste[G1089] of death, till they see
the kingdom of God.
[Jhn 8:52 KJV] 52 Then said the Jews unto him, Now we know that
thou hast a devil. Abraham is dead, and the prophets; and thou
sayest, If a man keep my saying, he shall[G1089][G0] never
taste[G1089] of death.

death and life of the church… 

suffer, imprisoned, tribulation, persecution… killed
preparing the church for the trouble that will come upon them in
the world



the test - what is His church is made of?

Hearing

listening and obeying what our Lord says to us
ears to hear… listening to the Spirit - what He says

to the churches… not what did he say to our church...
bringing to remembrance the things that Jesus has said unto
us
not speaking on His own - but saying those things the Father
and our Lord say...

Overcoming - our faith...

[Rev 2:7 KJV] 7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of
the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.
[Jhn 11:25-27 KJV] 25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection,
and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall
he live: 26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never
die. Believest thou this? 27 She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe
that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into
the world.
the promise of life in in Christ Jesus

[Rev 2:8-11 KJV]

V8 - Jesus
8 And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things saith
the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive; 

the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive



[Rev 1:17-18 KJV] 17 And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead.
And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am
the first and the last: 18  I [am] he that liveth, and was dead; and,
behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell
and of death.
the promise of life in in Christ Jesus - this letter given to the
churches that we may overcome this world and live forevermore

Smyrna

myrrh - whence the name "Smyrna," a word of Semitic origin,
Heb., mor, from a root meaning "bitter," is a gum resin from a
shrubby tree, which grows in Yemen and neighboring regions of
Africa; the fruit is smooth and somewhat larger than a pea. The
color of myrrh varies from pale reddish-yellow to reddish-brown or
red. The taste is bitter, and the substance astringent, acting as an
antiseptic and a stimulant. It was used as a perfume, 
myrrh, a bitter gum and costly perfume which exudes from a
certain tree or shrub in Arabia and Ethiopia, or is obtained by
incisions made in the bark: Matthew 2:11; as an antiseptic it was
used in embalming, John 19:39.
[1Pe 2:24 KJV] 24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body
on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto
righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.

which was dead

Jesus has gone into death - passed the test of death as He tasted
its bitterness - the pain and suffering of death… 

and is alive

the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead



the promise of eternal life is in His life - His resurrected life

Vers 9 - 
9 I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and [I
know] the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but
[are] the synagogue of Satan. 

thy works

ergon - that which Jesus has given His church to do - the kingdom
of God and His righteousness - declaring His gospel to the world...

thy tribulation

the affliction, trouble, and persecution that His church experiences
in this world that is contrary to Him… those things that put
pressure on our life of Christ in us

thy poverty

the lack of substance - the need of our lives, the basic needs,
lacking for cause of faith - the things in this world that we have
need of to sustain life, the warmth of clothing and shelter, the
sustenance of food..

(but thou art rich)

the truth of riches of grace and mercy that our ours in Jesus - the
love, the truth, the patience and kindness of our God and savior -
the measurement of abundance - the needs of the spiritual life -
plenty in Jesus

Living in the midst of the blasphemy of those who reject the Messiah -



those of Jews - of the promise of life in the Messiah - having rejected
their own - manifesting that they are children of the devil - (John 8 - the
lies reveal) 

a Jew is not one who is one outwardly… not the keeping of
traditions or appearances - but that of the circumcision of the heart
the beginning of the suffering and threat of death - and death itself
came at the hand of the Jews - killing their own who believed in
Jesus - Stephen the witness - the martyr - the truth vs the lies

V10 - Fear and Facing it
10 Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil
shall cast [some] of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall
have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee
a crown of life. 

Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer

this is the primary tactic of the devil - to get us to fear using pain -
using suffering - to shake us - to get us to not trust in Jesus… fear
that attacks faith
we have been given faith - as a shield that will be able to quench
all the fiery darts - the flaming arrows that pierce - lift up the shield
and trust in Jesus 
having knowledge of this truth is effective as you apply the word of
God - placing your trust in what Jesus has said...

the invincible truth - thou shalt suffer

arm yourselves - with this attitude
[1Pe 4:1 KJV] 1 Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us
in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for



he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin;
[Phl 2:5 KJV] 5  Let this mind be in you, which was also in
Christ Jesus:
[Heb 12:3 KJV] 3 For consider him that endured such
contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied
and faint in your minds.

the devil - Satan - given a little range to bring 10 days of tribulation - its
limit (book of Job)

prison - liberty taken - brought into a captivity - prison - bound -
the test of liberty that we have in jesus
is it true - what is the church made of

that ye may be tried

to try whether a thing can be done
to try, make trial of, test: for the purpose of ascertaining his quality,
or what he thinks, or how he will behave himself

in a good sense
in a bad sense, to test one maliciously, craftily to put to the
proof his feelings or judgments
to try or test one's faith, virtue, character, by enticement to sin

to solicit to sin, to tempt
of the temptations of the devil

[1Pe 1:6-9 KJV] 6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a
season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold
temptations: 7 That the trial of your faith, being much more
precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire,
might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing
of Jesus Christ: 8 Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom,
though now ye see [him] not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy



unspeakable and full of glory: 9 Receiving the end of your faith,
[even] the salvation of [your] souls.

ye shall have tribulation ten days

tribulation at the hand of the devil
the roaring lion prowling about - seeking whom he may devour -
resist him, steadfast in the faith
Foxes book of Martyr’s - The Ten Primitive Persecutions

The First Persecution, Under Nero, A.D. 67
The Second Persecution, Under Domitian, A.D. 81
The Third Persecution, Under Trajan, A.D. 108
The Fourth Persecution, Under Marcus Aurelius Antoninus,
A.D. 162
The Fifth Persecution, Commencing with Severus, A.D. 192
The Sixth Persecution, Under Maximus, A.D. 235
The Seventh Persecution, Under Decius, A.D. 249
The Eighth Persecution, Under Valerian, A.D. 257
The Ninth Persecution Under Aurelian, A.D. 274
The Tenth Persecution, Under Diocletian, A.D. 303

be thou faithful unto death

Jesus faithful - unto death - He died a
Polycarp - the venerable bishop of Smyrna, hearing that persons
were seeking for him, escaped, but was discovered by a child.
After feasting the guards who apprehended him, he desired an
hour in prayer, which being allowed, he prayed with such fervency,
that his guards repented that they had been instrumental in taking
him. He was, however, carried before the proconsul, condemned,
and burnt in the market place. The proconsul then urged him,
saying, "Swear, and I will release thee;--reproach Christ.” Polycarp



answered, "Eighty and six years have I served him, and he never
once wronged me; how then shall I blaspheme my King, Who hath
saved me?" At the stake to which he was only tied, but not nailed
as usual, as he assured them he should stand immovable, the
flames, on their kindling the fagots, encircled his body, like an arch,
without touching him; and the executioner, on seeing this, was
ordered to pierce him with a sword, when so great a quantity of
blood flowed out as extinguished the fire. But his body, at the
instigation of the enemies of the Gospel, especially Jews, was
ordered to be consumed in the pile, and the request of his friends,
who wished to give it Christian burial, rejected. They nevertheless
collected his bones and as much of his remains as possible, and
caused them to be decently interred.

V11 - not hurt anymore...
11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.

the second death - the lake of fire - prepared for Satan and his angels

the eternal torment - pain of suffering - the taste of eternal death...
doesn’t hurt

Our Application:

1. Pray for the church that is persecuted and imprisoned…  those in
the cross hairs of the arrows of the devil

1. remember them as if you suffer with them...
2. Adjust your attitude towards suffering - arm yourselves with the

mind of Christ
1. Face the Fear - take courage
2. Fear God and and face everything else - trusting Jesus

3. What are you made of church? - is it faithful?



1. is it genuine church? 
2. what will you do when you taste the bitterness of death 
3. the ones that you love - when they die?

4. wear the crown - now it is the crown of thorns - the effect of sin in
this world

1. the future crown of glory...


