
Revelation 2:12-17 - "Get a Grip"

Doctrines of Christ

[Phl 2:14-16 KJV] 14 Do all things without murmurings and
disputings: 15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of
God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse
nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; 16 Holding
forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I
have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain.
[Eze 33:31-32 KJV] 31 And they come unto thee as the people
cometh, and they sit before thee [as] my people, and they hear thy
words, but they will not do them: for with their mouth they shew
much love, [but] their heart goeth after their covetousness. 32 And,
lo, thou [art] unto them as a very lovely song of one that hath a
pleasant voice, and can play well on an instrument: for they hear
thy words, but they do them not.
[1Ti 4:6 KJV] 6 If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these
things, thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up
in the words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast
attained.
[1Ti 6:3 KJV] 3 If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to
wholesome words, [even] the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and
to the doctrine which is according to godliness;

[Rev 2:12-17 KJV]

V12 - GodSword
12 And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things saith
he which hath the sharp sword with two edges;

sharp sword with two edges



Hebrews 4:12 (KJV) For the word of God [is] quick, and powerful,
and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow,
and [is] a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
Hebrews 4:13 (KJV) Neither is there any creature that is not
manifest in his sight: but all things [are] naked and opened unto the
eyes of him with whom we have to do.

Jesus - with the word of God proceeding forth from His mouth - will
judge with that sharp sword

[Mat 25:31-32 KJV] 31 When the Son of man shall come in his
glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the
throne of his glory: 32 And before him shall be gathered all nations:
and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd
divideth [his] sheep from the goats:

V13 - Faith that Works
13 I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, [even] where Satan's seat
[is]: and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even
in those days wherein Antipas [was] my faithful martyr, who was slain
among you, where Satan dwelleth.

where Satan's seat [is]

Foundation stone is pride
Isaiah 14… “I Will” - Covetous practice to ascend to God's
throne… was cast down...
Ruler of this world… 
Seat or throne...

altar to Zeus in Pergamos...



the church dwelling in the midst of pride and worldliness and
temptation, and lies, and deceit, and sin, and evil, and the devil himself...

holdest fast my name 

the temptation to deny Jesus Christ was great in Pergamos
to bow at the throne of Satan… pressured at the point of death -
(Antipas)

“like a father” - Hitchcock’s meaning of names - for all or
against all

has not denied my faith

where Satan dwelleth

[Eph 6:16 KJV] 16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye
shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.
[1Pe 5:8-9 KJV] 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may
devour: 9 Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same
afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.

V14 - doctrines
14 But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them
that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a
stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto
idols, and to commit fornication.

them that hold the doctrine of Balaam

Doctrine arising out of the covetousness of Balaam - what was his
sin? Where did he stray?
Prov 1:10-19 - "Greedy for Gain"
Numbers 25 and 31



[2 Peter 2:14-16] 14 having eyes full of adultery and that cannot
cease from sin, enticing unstable souls. They have a heart trained
in covetous practices, and are accursed children. 15 They have
forsaken the right way and gone astray, following the way of
Balaam the son of Beor, who loved the wages of
unrighteousness; 16 but he was rebuked for his iniquity: a dumb
donkey speaking with a man’s voice restrained the madness of the
prophet.

Wilderness Sin - sin of unbelief - fornication and partaking with idols...
joined to Peor

V15 - more doctrines
15 So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans,
which thing I hate.

those who hold power over the people… ruling over them like the lords
of the unbelievers… (understanding derived from the compound word
and its meanings)

from nicolas (Acts 6:5) and how he himself held a different doctrine

from bibletools.org
Unfortunately, it is in the context of syncretism that Nicolas is last
mentioned in the post-biblical, historical record. Both Irenaeus (Against
Heresies 1.26.3; 3.10.6) and Clement of Alexandria (Miscellanies,
3.4.25f) consider Nicolas of Antioch to be the founder of the Gnostic
sect known as the Nicolaitans. Another early writer, Hippolytus, adds
that Nicolas "departed from sound doctrine, and was in the habit of
inculcating indifferency of both life and food" (Refutation of All Heresies,
7.24), meaning he taught the Gnostic belief of the irrelevance of physical
things. This reinforces Clement's claim that Nicolas became an ascetic
and that his followers later perverted his teachings to encompass



idolatry and immorality (2.20.12), becoming what we know as
Nicolaitans.
From this information, we can hypothesize the evolution of
Nicolaitanism. Roman church historian Eusebius writes that Nicolas
himself was a moral man (Ecclesiastical History, 3.29). Though sincere
and devout, he came to believe that the only way to grow spiritually was
to consider his body and its desires as unimportant. In this way, he
could ignore them in favor of spiritual pursuits. His fundamental doctrine
appears to have been "the flesh must be treated with contempt."
Over the years, however, this teaching took on a more Gnostic spin:
Since the flesh is unimportant, even contemptible, what one does in the
flesh is of no consequence. Spiritual life, growth, and ultimately salvation
occur in the soul, and since God is spirit, He has no regard for the flesh.
Therefore, Nicolaitans reasoned, what does it matter if one satisfies the
flesh's desires? At some point in its early history, then, Nicolaitanism
evolved from an ascetic philosophy to a licentious one—one that Christ
says He hates.

V16 - the word
16 Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against
them with the sword of my mouth.

Javelin and thrust them through...

[Psa 56:10-11 KJV] 10 In God will I praise [his] word: in the LORD
will I praise [his] word. 11 In God have I put my trust: I will not be
afraid what man can do unto me.
[Num 25:1-9 KJV] 1 And Israel abode in Shittim, and the people
began to commit whoredom with the daughters of Moab. 2 And
they called the people unto the sacrifices of their gods: and the
people did eat, and bowed down to their gods. 3 And Israel joined
himself unto Baalpeor: and the anger of the LORD was kindled
against Israel. 4 And the LORD said unto Moses, Take all the heads
of the people, and hang them up before the LORD against the sun,



that the fierce anger of the LORD may be turned away from Israel.
5 And Moses said unto the judges of Israel, Slay ye every one his
men that were joined unto Baalpeor. 6 And, behold, one of the
children of Israel came and brought unto his brethren a Midianitish
woman in the sight of Moses, and in the sight of all the
congregation of the children of Israel, who [were] weeping [before]
the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 7 And when
Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw [it],
he rose up from among the congregation, and took a javelin in his
hand; 8 And he went after the man of Israel into the tent, and thrust
both of them through, the man of Israel, and the woman through
her belly. So the plague was stayed from the children of Israel. 9
And those that died in the plague were twenty and four thousand.

V17 - overcoming faith that repents
17 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna,
and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written,
which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth [it].

hidden manna - reference to the word of life - Jesus Himself - to partake
and eat of Him

white stone - maybe reference to the urim and thummim of our high
priest - Jesus Christ?

[Heb 4:14-16 KJV] 14 Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that
is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast [our]
profession. 15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched
with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as
[we are, yet] without sin. 16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne
of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of
need.



Our Application:

1. Unless the Lord builds the house they labor in vain who build it
2. no other foundation can any man lay than Jesus Christ

1. take heed how you build on that foundation
2. 7 pillars - make sure each one...

3. lay hold of the word of God - as it lays hold on you
1. get a grip on the doctrines of Jesus Christ
2. accord with godliness (1 tim 6)

4. become doers of the word of God
1. [Eze 33:31-32 KJV] 31 And they come unto thee as the people

cometh, and they sit before thee [as] my people, and they
hear thy words, but they will not do them: for with their mouth
they shew much love, [but] their heart goeth after their
covetousness. 32 And, lo, thou [art] unto them as a very lovely
song of one that hath a pleasant voice, and can play well on
an instrument: for they hear thy words, but they do them not.


