
Rapture of the Church - 1 Thessalonians 4

comfort one another with these words

[Isa 40:1 KJV] 1 Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your
God.

comfort for Israel concerning the coming of the Messiah in the
prophecy of Isaiah - that He would also bring comfort to the
gentiles...

[2Co 1:3-7 KJV] 3 Blessed [be] God, even the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; 4
Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to
comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith
we ourselves are comforted of God. 5 For as the sufferings of
Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ. 6
And whether we be afflicted, [it is] for your consolation and
salvation, which is effectual in the enduring of the same sufferings
which we also suffer: or whether we be comforted, [it is] for your
consolation and salvation. 7 And our hope of you [is] stedfast,
knowing, that as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so [shall ye be]
also of the consolation.

Dispensational

[Eph 1:9-12 KJV] 9 Having made known unto us the mystery of his
will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in
himself: 10 That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might
gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven,
and which are on earth; [even] in him: 11 In whom also we have
obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the
purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own
will: 12 That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first
trusted in Christ.



the literal interpretation of the Bible - believing God has given
us His word - we aren’t to change it or take away or add to it
the grammatical and historical interpretation of the Bible is
upheld - in order to keep it in context...

we have been given the mystery of God in the Word of God - Paul
describes this as a stewardship 

[Rom 11:25 KJV] 25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should
be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your
own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until
the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.
[1Co 4:1 KJV] 1 Let a man so account of us, as of the
ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God.
[Col 1:26-27 KJV] 26 [Even] the mystery which hath been hid
from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to
his saints: 27 To whom God would make known what [is] the
riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which
is Christ in you, the hope of glory:
[Rev 10:7 KJV] 7 But in the days of the voice of the seventh
angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God
should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the
prophets.

[1Th 4:1-18 KJV] 

V1-2 - Anger or Pleasure of God
1 Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort [you] by the
Lord Jesus, that as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk and to
please God, [so] ye would abound more and more. 2 For ye know what
commandments we gave you by the Lord Jesus. 

how ye ought to walk and to please God

now this is the substance of discipleship - walking as Jesus walked



it is revealed that as God’s beloved Son - Jesus pleased the
Father in and of Heaven

walk in love, walk in light, walk in wisdom, walk in the Spirit…
(Ephesians 5 study)

offering your body as a living sacrifice - giving yourself in love
as a sacrifice to God and others - Romans 12:1-2 genuine
church living to please God...

commandments we gave you by the Lord Jesus

love and truth - the mark of our likeness to Jesus - abiding in the
Jesus - His love, His words, His commands
how the Spirit in us - keeps us and teaches us to abide...

V3-4 - Set Apart
3 For this is the will of God, [even] your sanctification, that ye should
abstain from fornication: 4 That every one of you should know how to
possess his vessel in sanctification and honour; 5 Not in the lust of
concupiscence, even as the Gentiles which know not God: 

this is the will of God, [even] your sanctification

whatever pleasure or practice I did before - I am no longer my own
Christ Jesus is in me - by His Spirit - I am bought at a price...
our part and His part in sanctification - holiness in Jesus - holiness
of His Spirit in me… 
purity (consecration)

abstain from fornication - to hold off - to hold oneself…

refrain, restrain, abstain… from the pleasures of the nature within -
the appetite and lust for sexual immorality



should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and
honour

God’s will for your life to not be as unbelievers in all their
fornication… 
you should know how to possess your vessel - your body of
clay… not to use your body for sin - but set it apart for God’s
use

Not in the lust of concupiscence - uncontrolled appetite for
forbidden lust

V6-10 - within the limit
6 That no [man] go beyond and defraud his brother in [any] matter:
because that the Lord [is] the avenger of all such, as we also have
forewarned you and testified. 7 For God hath not called us unto
uncleanness, but unto holiness. 8 He therefore that despiseth, despiseth
not man, but God, who hath also given unto us his holy Spirit. 9 But as
touching brotherly love ye need not that I write unto you: for ye
yourselves are taught of God to love one another. 10 And indeed ye
do it toward all the brethren which are in all Macedonia: but we beseech
you, brethren, that ye increase more and more; 

go beyond and defraud

Not to sin or gain an advantage over your brother
God will render to each man according to his works
Our calling is holiness

Brotherly love - not despising your brothers...

Treat one another as you would treat Jesus
ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another



Increase more and more

Growing - edifying, add
More Grace, more faith, more love, more Jesus

V11-12 - take heed to yourself
11 And that ye study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and to
work with your own hands, as we commanded you; 12 That ye may
walk honestly toward them that are without, and [that] ye may have
lack of nothing. 

ye study to be quiet, and to do your own business

a life lived - hearing what Jesus said and putting it into practice
how to live in this world in every way revealing Jesus to the
unbelievers - grace and honesty

V13-14 - what dying in Christ means
13 But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them
which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no
hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so
them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 

we believe that Jesus died and rose again

[1Pe 1:3 KJV] 3 Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us
again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead,



even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.

[2Co 5:1-8 KJV] 1 For we know that if our earthly house of [this]
tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this we
groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house which
is from heaven: 3 If so be that being clothed we shall not be found
naked. 4 For we that are in [this] tabernacle do groan, being
burdened: not for that we would be unclothed, but clothed upon,
that mortality might be swallowed up of life. 5 Now he that hath
wrought us for the selfsame thing [is] God, who also hath given
unto us the earnest of the Spirit. 6 Therefore [we are] always
confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, we are
absent from the Lord: 7 (For we walk by faith, not by sight:) 8 We
are confident, [I say], and willing rather to be absent from the body,
and to be present with the Lord.

V15 - the promise and prophecy
15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are
alive [and] remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them
which are asleep. 

by the word of the Lord

[Isa 40:8 KJV] 8 The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the
word of our God shall stand for ever.
it's a promise, it’s a prophecy
[Jhn 14:1-3 KJV] 1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in
God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many
mansions: if [it were] not [so], I would have told you. I go to prepare
a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, [there]
ye may be also.



the mansion is our dwelling place - our new spiritual body

shall not prevent them which are asleep

In thi dispensation of God - those that died “in Christ” - are them
which are asleep
prevent is translated precede

we which are alive [and] remain

when the “fullness of the gentiles” comes...
revealing this mystery that some will die in Christ - others will be
alive when He comes for “His bride” - His church

V16 - our hope - the Lord will rapture us
16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in
Christ shall rise first: 17 Then we which are alive [and] remain shall be
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air:
and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 

shall be caught up

literal interrelation of this passage reveals exactly what the Lord
has given us
the harpazo - the “catching away"
 with them in the clouds

and the dead in Christ shall rise first

those that died in Christ are already with Him
[1Co 15:23, 51-52 KJV] 23 But every man in his own order: Christ



the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming. ... 51
Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall
all be changed, 52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the
last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

V18 - the comfort of the rapture
18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words.

so shall we ever be with the Lord

Our Application:

1. Live for Jesus - Rapture Ready 
2. Receive the love and comfort and hope of the Lord who is coming

for His church
3. Hold to the imminent return - and be at peace with one another
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