
Numbers 12 - "Grace in the Wilderness"

[Jas 4:6 KJV] 6 But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the 
humble.
[1Pe 5:5 KJV] 5 Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all [of you] be subject one to 
another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.

[Jer 31:2 KJV] 2 Thus saith the LORD, The people [which were] left of the sword found grace in the wilderness; 
[even] Israel, when I went to cause him to rest.

[Num 12:1-16 KJV] 

V1-3 - enduring envy
1 And Miriam and Aaron spake against Moses because of the Ethiopian woman whom he had married: for he 
had married an Ethiopian woman. 2 And they said, Hath the LORD indeed spoken only by Moses? hath he not 
spoken also by us? And the LORD heard [it]. 3 (Now the man Moses [was] very meek, above all the men which 
[were] upon the face of the earth.) 

spake against Moses 

Envy - Hath the LORD indeed spoken only by Moses? hath he not spoken also by us?

[Jas 4:11 KJV] 11 Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that speaketh evil of [his] brother, and 
judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but if thou judge the law, thou art not a 
doer of the law, but a judge.
judging Moses for his marriage to a Cushite woman (Ethiopian - black? - slang for Zipporah, or another 
wife?)
many times we would say - having a "critical" heart 
despising another leads to speaking against one another...

in the NT Greek "kataphroneo" - "down thoughts"
putting others lower that you may be above

because of envy - Acts 13:45 (in Antioch of Psidia)
[Tit 3:1-7 KJV] 1 Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and powers, to obey magistrates, to be 
ready to every good work, 2 To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, [but] gentle, shewing all 
meekness unto all men. 3 For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving 
divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, [and] hating one another. 4 But after that 
the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, 5 Not by works of righteousness which 
we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of 
the Holy Ghost; 6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; 7 That being 
justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.



Moses [was] very meek

Let us have grace in humility...

V4-9 - God commended Moses
4 And the LORD spake suddenly unto Moses, and unto Aaron, and unto Miriam, Come out ye three unto the 
tabernacle of the congregation. And they three came out. 5 And the LORD came down in the pillar of the cloud, 
and stood [in] the door of the tabernacle, and called Aaron and Miriam: and they both came forth. 6 And he 
said, Hear now my words: If there be a prophet among you, [I] the LORD will make myself known unto him in a 
vision, [and] will speak unto him in a dream. 7 My servant Moses [is] not so, who [is] faithful in all mine house. 8 
With him will I speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark speeches; and the similitude of the 
LORD shall he behold: wherefore then were ye not afraid to speak against my servant Moses? 9 And the 
anger of the LORD was kindled against them; and he departed. 

God spoke through Moses - Moses faithfully did all the things God said...

Accountability for the hearing of the word of God...

[Rom 12:3, 16 KJV] 3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to 
think [of himself] more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to 
every man the measure of faith. ... 16 [Be] of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, 
but condescend to men of low estate. Be not wise in your own conceits.
above all the men 

what is it like in the world? - for one to be above - they rule over - exercise their authority by speaking 
and ruling and forcing another - exalting themselves above one another
not so with us - in the kingdom of God - in the church of Jesus Christ
Greatness is in lowliness - servant of all - above all live as servants...

[Jhn 13:3-5 KJV] 3 Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he 
was come from God, and went to God; 4 He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and 
took a towel, and girded himself. 5 After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to wash 
the disciples' feet, and to wipe [them] with the towel wherewith he was girded.

beware the pride - the sin that is sneaky... the sin that is blinding... the sin the severs the relationship and 
fellowship with God and one another

My servant Moses
Jesus is the servant over His own house...
as we serve... our aim is pleasing God - in the likeness of Jesus our Lord... serving with meekness and 
lowliness of heart...
will I speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark speeches; and the similitude of the LORD 
shall he behold

this is the issue - God spoke to Moses - these are the things that God said...
the word of God is living and powerful

[Heb 4:13 KJV] 13 Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things [are] naked 



This happens in church - spiritual warfare in the mind - toward one another 

[Heb 12:28 KJV] 28 Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we 
may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:

V10-16 - sin and forgiveness and healing
10 And the cloud departed from off the tabernacle; and, behold, Miriam [became] leprous, [white] as snow: and 
Aaron looked upon Miriam, and, behold, [she was] leprous. 11 And Aaron said unto Moses, Alas, my lord, I 
beseech thee, lay not the sin upon us, wherein we have done foolishly, and wherein we have sinned. 12 Let 
her not be as one dead, of whom the flesh is half consumed when he cometh out of his mother's womb. 13 And 
Moses cried unto the LORD, saying, Heal her now, O God, I beseech thee. 14 And the LORD said unto Moses, If 
her father had but spit in her face, should she not be ashamed seven days? let her be shut out from the camp 
seven days, and after that let her be received in [again]. 15 And Miriam was shut out from the camp seven 
days: and the people journeyed not till Miriam was brought in [again]. 16 And afterward the people removed 
from Hazeroth, and pitched in the wilderness of Paran.

this is sin - Miriam [became] leprous

and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do.
wherefore then were ye not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?

[2Co 10:1-2, 13-18 KJV] 1 Now I Paul myself beseech you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ, who 
in presence [am] base among you, but being absent am bold toward you: 2 But I beseech [you], that I may 
not be bold when I am present with that confidence, wherewith I think to be bold against some, which 
think of us as if we walked according to the flesh. ... 13 But we will not boast of things without [our] 
measure, but according to the measure of the rule which God hath distributed to us, a measure to reach 
even unto you. 14 For we stretch not ourselves beyond [our measure], as though we reached not unto 
you: for we are come as far as to you also in [preaching] the gospel of Christ: 15 Not boasting of things 
without [our] measure, [that is], of other men's labours; but having hope, when your faith is increased, 
that we shall be enlarged by you according to our rule abundantly, 16 To preach the gospel in the 
[regions] beyond you, [and] not to boast in another man's line of things made ready to our hand. 17 But 
he that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. 18 For not he that commendeth himself is approved, but whom 
the Lord commendeth.

in scripture it is a type of sin...
confessing the sin to God... [1 John 1:9]

lay not the sin upon us, wherein we have done foolishly, and wherein we have sinned
[Act 19:18 NKJV] 18 And many who had believed came confessing and telling their deeds.
[Mat 3:6 NKJV] 6 and were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins.

confessing our faults one to another...
[Jas 5:16 KJV] 16 Confess [your] faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be 
healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.



Praying for one another

Forgiveness and healing and learning through chastening...

 let her be received in [again].

Let us have grace to forgive and to receive one another again...

Our Application - 
Let us have Grace with one another...

Put on the Lord Jesus Christ - making no provision for the flesh...

[Col 3:12 KJV] 12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, 
humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;

[Col 3:13 KJV] 13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: 
even as Christ forgave you, so also [do] ye.

Moses cried unto the LORD, saying, Heal her now, O God, I beseech thee
to be healed from sin and its effect upon our life...
spiritual healing - and YES - physical healing because of sin...

[Jas 5:15 KJV] 15 And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he 
have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.

let her be shut out from the camp seven days
chastened by the LORD... the love of correction...
She despised Moses in her mind and in her eyes and spoke against him...
she has the opportunity to learn by receiving correction willingly from the Lord...
do not despise the chastening of the Lord... for whom the Lord loves, He corrects - like every father 
who loves his children - he corrects them...

restoration... after repentance... after correction... after reconciling...
[Rev 3:18 KJV] 18 I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white 
raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and [that] the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint 
thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.

[Eph 1:7 KJV] 7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the 
riches of his grace;
grace to receive one another after sin...

humbling ourselves with God and one another1.

how we speak with one another - not judging one another2.

how we serve God and one another3.

how we forgive and pray and reconcile and restore one another4.
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[Col 3:14-17 KJV] 14 And above all these things [put on] charity, which is the bond of perfectness. 15 And let the 
peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful. 16 Let the 
word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, 
[do] all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.


