
Numbers 13-14 - "Rebelled in the Wilderness "

Written for our learning, warning, and our instruction

[Num 13:1-33 KJV] 

V1-3 - (how) should we go?
1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2 Send thou men, that they may search the land of Canaan, which I 
give unto the children of Israel: of every tribe of their fathers shall ye send a man, every one a ruler among 
them. 3 And Moses by the commandment of the LORD sent them from the wilderness of Paran: all those men 
[were] heads of the children of Israel.

Send thou men, that they may search the land of Canaan

[1Co 10:6-13 KJV] 6 Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, 
as they also lusted. 7 Neither be ye idolaters, as [were] some of them; as it is written, The people sat down 
to eat and drink, and rose up to play. 8 Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them committed, 
and fell in one day three and twenty thousand. 9 Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also 
tempted, and were destroyed of serpents. 10 Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and 
were destroyed of the destroyer. 11 Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they 
are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. 12 Wherefore let him that 
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. 13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common 
to man: but God [is] faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with 
the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear [it].
[1Pe 4:1-3 NKJV] 1 Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same 
mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, 2 that he no longer should live the rest of 
[his] time in the flesh for the lusts of men, but for the will of God. 3 For we [have spent] enough of our 
past lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles--when we walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, 
drinking parties, and abominable idolatries.

God is giving them this land - "into the land of promise"
this is God's will for His own people that they live in the land that He has promised and He has 
prepared 
learning to live for the will of God... heeding the warning of the lives of God's children Israel

[Deu 1:19-25 KJV] 19 And when we departed from Horeb, we went through all that great and terrible 
wilderness, which ye saw by the way of the mountain of the Amorites, as the LORD our God commanded 
us; and we came to Kadeshbarnea. 20 And I said unto you, Ye are come unto the mountain of the 
Amorites, which the LORD our God doth give unto us. 21 Behold, the LORD thy God hath set the land 
before thee: go up [and] possess [it], as the LORD God of thy fathers hath said unto thee; fear not, neither 
be discouraged. 22 And ye came near unto me every one of you, and said, We will send men before us, 
and they shall search us out the land, and bring us word again by what way we must go up, and into 
what cities we shall come. 23 And the saying pleased me well: and I took twelve men of you, one of a 



V4-16 - Should I even commit your name to memory?
4 And these [were] their names: of the tribe of Reuben, Shammua the son of Zaccur. 5 Of the tribe of Simeon, 
Shaphat the son of Hori. 6 Of the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh. 7 Of the tribe of Issachar, Igal the 
son of Joseph. 8 Of the tribe of Ephraim, Oshea the son of Nun. 9 Of the tribe of Benjamin, Palti the son of 
Raphu. 10 Of the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel the son of Sodi. 11 Of the tribe of Joseph, [namely], of the tribe of 
Manasseh, Gaddi the son of Susi. 12 Of the tribe of Dan, Ammiel the son of Gemalli. 13 Of the tribe of Asher, 
Sethur the son of Michael. 14 Of the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi the son of Vophsi. 15 Of the tribe of Gad, Geuel the 
son of Machi. 16 These [are] the names of the men which Moses sent to spy out the land. And Moses called 
Oshea the son of Nun Jehoshua. 

These [are] the names of the men which Moses sent to spy out the land

V17-20 - Go and see
17 And Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, and said unto them, Get you up this [way] southward, 
and go up into the mountain: 18 And see the land, what it [is]; and the people that dwelleth therein, whether 
they [be] strong or weak, few or many; 19 And what the land [is] that they dwell in, whether it [be] good or 
bad; and what cities [they be] that they dwell in, whether in tents, or in strong holds; 20 And what the land [is], 
whether it [be] fat or lean, whether there be wood therein, or not. And be ye of good courage, and bring of the 
fruit of the land. Now the time [was] the time of the firstripe grapes. 

What is God's will for your life?

Whatever we think to do - the decisions that we make - is to prepare us to do God's will

tribe: 24 And they turned and went up into the mountain, and came unto the valley of Eshcol, and 
searched it out. 25 And they took of the fruit of the land in their hands, and brought [it] down unto us, 
and brought us word again, and said, [It is] a good land which the LORD our God doth give us.

Caleb
Joshua
and... what was your name again?

to spy out the land of Canaan???
God's will is to give them the land of Canaan...

[Eph 2:2-10 KJV] 2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the 
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 3 Among whom 
also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and 
of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for 
his great love wherewith he loved us, 5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with 
Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 6 And hath raised [us] up together, and made [us] sit together in heavenly 
[places] in Christ Jesus: 7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in [his] 
kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: [it is] the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 10 For we are his 



All of Moses instructions concerning spying out the land...

V21-26 - the fruitful life
21 So they went up, and searched the land from the wilderness of Zin unto Rehob, as men come to Hamath. 22 
And they ascended by the south, and came unto Hebron; where Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the children of 
Anak, [were]. (Now Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.) 23 And they came unto the brook of 
Eshcol, and cut down from thence a branch with one cluster of grapes, and they bare it between two upon a 
staff; and [they brought] of the pomegranates, and of the figs. 24 The place was called the brook Eshcol, 
because of the cluster of grapes which the children of Israel cut down from thence. 25 And they returned from 
searching of the land after forty days. 26 And they went and came to Moses, and to Aaron, and to all the 
congregation of the children of Israel, unto the wilderness of Paran, to Kadesh; and brought back word unto 
them, and unto all the congregation, and shewed them the fruit of the land. 27 And they told him, and said, 
We came unto the land whither thou sentest us, and surely it floweth with milk and honey; and this [is] the fruit 
of it. 

So they went up, and searched the land

It is good for us to live for the Lord, for the will of God... for the word of God... the Spirit led life - being filled 
unto the fruit of the Holy Spirit

V28-33 - the objection
28 Nevertheless the people [be] strong that dwell in the land, and the cities [are] walled, [and] very great: and 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should 
walk in them.

so the people can see what God has prepared for them
the promises that He has for them - the life that He has for them - the inheritance that He has for 
them

[2Pe 1:4 KJV] 4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might 
be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.

the promises that God has in store for us... the life in the Spirit - led in this life - fruitful in every good 
work and increasing in the knowledge of Him...
and the next life... the riches of His glory... the 

the children of Anak were there - near Hebron
the cluster of grapes...
brought back the word 
and shewed them the fruit of the land
We came unto the land whither thou sentest us, and surely it floweth with milk and honey; and this [is] 
the fruit of it. 

many will hear and see and agree...
and yet...



moreover we saw the children of Anak there. 29 The Amalekites dwell in the land of the south: and the Hittites, 
and the Jebusites, and the Amorites, dwell in the mountains: and the Canaanites dwell by the sea, and by the 
coast of Jordan. 30 And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at once, and possess it; for 
we are well able to overcome it. 31 But the men that went up with him said, We be not able to go up against 
the people; for they [are] stronger than we. 32 And they brought up an evil report of the land which they had 
searched unto the children of Israel, saying, The land, through which we have gone to search it, [is] a land that 
eateth up the inhabitants thereof; and all the people that we saw in it [are] men of a great stature. 33 And there 
we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, [which come] of the giants: and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, 
and so we were in their sight. 

Nevertheless

And they brought up an evil report of the land

[Num 14:1-45 KJV] 

V1-4 - It's too hard to follow Jesus
1 And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the people wept that night. 2 And all the children 
of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron: and the whole congregation said unto them, Would God 
that we had died in the land of Egypt! or would God we had died in this wilderness! 3 And wherefore hath the 
LORD brought us unto this land, to fall by the sword, that our wives and our children should be a prey? were it 
not better for us to return into Egypt? 4 And they said one to another, Let us make a captain, and let us return 
into Egypt. 

the temptation to return to the world... rather than to go forward into the commands of Jesus that transform 
your life and the way you live in every way, marriage, family, work, serving - even the eternal purpose in Christ

the people, the cities the walls, the children of Anak... all the reasons to not go forward
And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well 
able to overcome it.
But the men that went up with him said, We be not able to go up against the people; for they [are] 
stronger than we.

it, [is] a land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof; and all the people that we saw in it [are] men of a 
great stature. 33 And there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak,

perception can destroy the call of God and the works of God
[Num 32:8-9 KJV] 8 Thus did your fathers, when I sent them from Kadeshbarnea to see the land. 9 For 
when they went up unto the valley of Eshcol, and saw the land, they discouraged the heart of the children 
of Israel, that they should not go into the land which the LORD had given them.

to return to sin and unbelief and living for the sinful pleasures... doing whatever you did when you were 
unsaved

or go forward into all the commands of life and godliness...
the weeping and crying and complaining and murmuring against God's servants



Looking for a way out - to turn back to the old way of living... to go back to Egypt - to go back to the world... 

V5-9 - intercession and exhortation
5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation of the children of 
Israel. 6 And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, [which were] of them that searched the 
land, rent their clothes: 7 And they spake unto all the company of the children of Israel, saying, The land, which 
we passed through to search it, [is] an exceeding good land. 8 If the LORD delight in us, then he will bring us 
into this land, and give it us; a land which floweth with milk and honey. 9 Only rebel not ye against the LORD, 
neither fear ye the people of the land; for they [are] bread for us: their defence is departed from them, and the 
LORD [is] with us: fear them not. 

 Moses and Aaron fell on their faces

Joshua and Caleb

and the LORD [is] with us:

V10 -19 - rebellion

p g y g p g g g
the ones that have been telling you the way of Jesus and how to follow Him
the ones that represent living godly and righteously in this life...
the ones that told you what God has said concerning how you are to live and walk and obey God...

prayer unto God for your obedience to the faith...
for you in your temptations...
for the will of God...
for your endurance in trial and suffering...
for your life in Christ...

it, [is] an exceeding good land. 8 If the LORD delight in us, then he will bring us into this land,
the gifts of the Spirit - prophecy and exhortation - with God in view - no matter what the difficulty in 
obeying and walking with Him in the course of this life...
let's do it

addressing the rebellion and fear...
Only rebel not ye against the LORD
herein is the danger of "spying" out the land... we can live by what we see - "walking by sight" rather 
than by faith... walking after what God has said to do...
neither fear ye
the people of the land - the difficulty of obedience by fearing what others may do to you...

[Mat 28:18-20 KJV] 18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you: and, lo, I am with you alway, [even] unto the end of the world. Amen.



V10 19  rebellion
10 But all the congregation bade stone them with stones. And the glory of the LORD appeared in the tabernacle 
of the congregation before all the children of Israel. 11 And the LORD said unto Moses, How long will this people 
provoke me? and how long will it be ere they believe me, for all the signs which I have shewed among them? 
12 I will smite them with the pestilence, and disinherit them, and will make of thee a greater nation and 
mightier than they. 13 And Moses said unto the LORD, Then the Egyptians shall hear [it], (for thou broughtest 
up this people in thy might from among them;) 14 And they will tell [it] to the inhabitants of this land: [for] they 
have heard that thou LORD [art] among this people, that thou LORD art seen face to face, and [that] thy cloud 
standeth over them, and [that] thou goest before them, by day time in a pillar of a cloud, and in a pillar of fire 
by night. 15 Now [if] thou shalt kill [all] this people as one man, then the nations which have heard the fame of 
thee will speak, saying, 16 Because the LORD was not able to bring this people into the land which he 
sware unto them, therefore he hath slain them in the wilderness. 17 And now, I beseech thee, let the power 
of my Lord be great, according as thou hast spoken, saying, 18 The LORD [is] longsuffering, and of great mercy, 
forgiving iniquity and transgression, and by no means clearing [the guilty], visiting the iniquity of the fathers 
upon the children unto the third and fourth [generation]. 19 Pardon, I beseech thee, the iniquity of this people 
according unto the greatness of thy mercy, and as thou hast forgiven this people, from Egypt even until now. 

all the congregation bade stone them with stones

the sins of the congregation

God's judgment - swift ...

Moses praying for the people of God...

V20-24 - forgiveness
20 And the LORD said, I have pardoned according to thy word: 21 But [as] truly [as] I live, all the earth shall be 
filled with the glory of the LORD. 22 Because all those men which have seen my glory, and my miracles, which I 
did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and have tempted me now these ten times, and have not hearkened to my 
voice; 23 Surely they shall not see the land which I sware unto their fathers, neither shall any of them that 
provoked me see it: 24 But my servant Caleb, because he had another spirit with him, and hath followed me 
fully him will I bring into the land whereinto he went; and his seed shall possess it

the vote of the congregation - we don't want to follow Jesus in that way...

provoking the LORD God
unbelief 

I will smite them and disinherit them...

Because the LORD was not able to bring this people into the land which he sware unto them, 
therefore he hath slain them in the wilderness
The LORD [is] longsuffering, and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression, and by no means 
clearing [the guilty], visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth 
[generation]. 19 Pardon, I beseech thee, the iniquity of this people according unto the greatness of thy 
mercy, and as thou hast forgiven this people, from Egypt even until now. 



fully, him will I bring into the land whereinto he went; and his seed shall possess it. 

the consequences of rebellion and unbelief and fear and provacation

Why do the blessings of God seem to pass some by and rest upon another???

Our Application:

Surely they shall not see the land which I sware unto their fathers, neither shall any of them that 
provoked me see it:
Caleb, because he had another spirit with him, and hath followed me fully,

how is your heart toward God today?
have you been complaining?
have you been fearing?
have you been rebelling?
have you been provoking God - saying the old life in sin was better?

Salvation - living saved as believers1.

work it out - [Phl 2:12-15 KJV] 12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my 
presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling. 13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of [his] good pleasure. 14 Do 
all things without murmurings and disputings: 15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the 
sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine 
as lights in the world;

1.

Salvation -  it is nearer now - continue to believe upon the name of Jesus Christ2.

[Rom 13:11-14 KJV] 11 And that, knowing the time, that now [it is] high time to awake out of 
sleep: for now [is] our salvation nearer than when we believed.

1.

When you have failed - cry out for the mercy and grace and forgiveness of God - Facing your 3.

Grace abounds over sin... 1.

when you have rebelled against God's commands... cry out for mercy - admitting your guilt before 
God - seeking forgiveness

2.

God is faithful...3.

don't give into fear or unbelief or discouragement or rebellion - face your failures4.

Overcoming Faith - we are able with God4.

words of Caleb... Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it1.

our faith overcomes this world...2.

Direction in your wandering... being led in this life unto God5.

[Heb 10:38-39 KJV] 38 Now the just shall live by faith: but if [any man] draw back, my soul shall have 
no pleasure in him. 39 But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that 
believe to the saving of the soul.

1.

[Phl 3:12-14 KJV] 12 Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow 
after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. 13 Brethren, I 
count not myself to have apprehended: but [this] one thing [I do] forgetting those things which are

2.



count not myself to have apprehended: but [this] one thing [I do], forgetting those things which are 
behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, 14 I press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus


