
Numbers 14 - "Rebelled in the Wilderness - Part 2"

The Bible prophecies of apostasy in the "last days" - departing from the faith of our Lord Jesus... 

Luk 8:13 KJV - 13 They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; 
and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away.

Heb 3:12 KJV - 12 Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in 
departing from the living God.

2Th 2:3 KJV - 3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there 
come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;

Strong's Number: g646 Greek: apostasia
Fall, Fallen, Falling, Fell:
"a defection, revolt, apostasy," is used in the NT of religious apostasy; in Act 21:21, it is translated 
"to forsake," lit., "thou teachest apostasy from Moses." In 2Th 2:3 "the falling away" signifies 
apostasy from the faith. In papyri documents it is used politically of rebels.

WARNING! -  INSTRUCTION! 

[1Ti 4:1 KJV] 1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart 
from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;
this is now... these are these days... "last days" - "latter times"

[1Co 10:11 KJV] 11 Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are 
written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.

[Deu 1:26, 43 KJV] 26 Notwithstanding ye would not go up, but rebelled against the 
commandment of the LORD your God: ... 43 So I spake unto you; and ye would not hear, 
but rebelled against the commandment of the LORD, and went presumptuously up into 
the hill.
[Deu 9:23 KJV] 23 Likewise when the LORD sent you from Kadeshbarnea, saying, Go up 
and possess the land which I have given you; then ye rebelled against the commandment 
of the LORD your God, and ye believed him not, nor hearkened to his voice.

[Eph 6:4 KJV] 4 And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord.

so that you would not be preparing your children to rebel...
preparing them for faith and fulness in Jesus...



[Num 14:1-45 KJV] 

V1-4 - It's too hard to follow Jesus
1 And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the people wept that night. 2 And all 
the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron: and the whole congregation said 
unto them, Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt! or would God we had died in this 
wilderness! 3 And wherefore hath the LORD brought us unto this land, to fall by the sword, that our 
wives and our children should be a prey? were it not better for us to return into Egypt? 4 And they 
said one to another, Let us make a captain, and let us return into Egypt. 

the temptation to return to the world... rather than to go forward into the commands of Jesus that 
transform your life and the way you live in every way, marriage, family, work, serving - even the 
eternal purpose in Christ

Looking for a way out - to turn back to the old way of living... to go back to Egypt - to go back to the 
world... 

V5-9 - intercession and exhortation
5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation of the 
children of Israel. 6 And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, [which were] of 
them that searched the land, rent their clothes: 7 And they spake unto all the company of the 
children of Israel, saying, The land, which we passed through to search it, [is] an exceeding good 
land. 8 If the LORD delight in us, then he will bring us into this land, and give it us; a land which 
floweth with milk and honey. 9 Only rebel not ye against the LORD, neither fear ye the people of 
the land; for they [are] bread for us: their defence is departed from them, and the LORD [is] with 
us: fear them not. 
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to return to sin and unbelief and living for the sinful pleasures... doing whatever you did when 
you were unsaved

or go forward into all the commands of life and godliness...
the weeping and crying and complaining and murmuring against God's servants

the ones that have been telling you the way of Jesus and how to follow Him
the ones that represent living godly and righteously in this life...
the ones that told you what God has said concerning how you are to live and walk and 
obey God...



 Moses and Aaron fell on their faces

Joshua and Caleb

and the LORD [is] with us:

V10 -19 - rebellion
10 But all the congregation bade stone them with stones. And the glory of the LORD appeared in 
the tabernacle of the congregation before all the children of Israel. 11 And the LORD said unto 
Moses, How long will this people provoke me? and how long will it be ere they believe me, for all 
the signs which I have shewed among them? 12 I will smite them with the pestilence, and disinherit
 them, and will make of thee a greater nation and mightier than they. 13 And Moses said unto the 
LORD, Then the Egyptians shall hear [it], (for thou broughtest up this people in thy might from 
among them;) 14 And they will tell [it] to the inhabitants of this land: [for] they have heard that 
thou LORD [art] among this people, that thou LORD art seen face to face, and [that] thy cloud 
standeth over them, and [that] thou goest before them, by day time in a pillar of a cloud, and in a 
pillar of fire by night 15 Now [if] thou shalt kill [all] this people as one man then the nations which

prayer unto God for your obedience to the faith...
for you in your temptations...
for the will of God...
for your endurance in trial and suffering...
for your life in Christ...

it, [is] an exceeding good land. 8 If the LORD delight in us, then he will bring us into this land,
the gifts of the Spirit - prophecy and exhortation - with God in view - no matter what the 
difficulty in obeying and walking with Him in the course of this life...
let's do it

addressing the rebellion and fear...
Only rebel not ye against the LORD
herein is the danger of "spying" out the land... we can live by what we see - "walking by 
sight" rather than by faith... walking after what God has said to do...
neither fear ye
the people of the land - the difficulty of obedience by fearing what others may do to you...

[Mat 28:18-20 KJV] 18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, [even] unto the end 
of the world. Amen.



pillar of fire by night. 15 Now [if] thou shalt kill [all] this people as one man, then the nations which 
have heard the fame of thee will speak, saying, 16 Because the LORD was not able to bring this 
people into the land which he sware unto them, therefore he hath slain them in the 
wilderness. 17 And now, I beseech thee, let the power of my Lord be great, according as thou hast 
spoken, saying, 18 The LORD [is] longsuffering, and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression, and by no means clearing [the guilty], visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children unto the third and fourth [generation]. 19 Pardon, I beseech thee, the iniquity of this 
people according unto the greatness of thy mercy, and as thou hast forgiven this people, from 
Egypt even until now. 

all the congregation bade stone them with stones

the sins of the congregation

God's judgment - swift ...

Moses praying for the people of God...

V20-24 - forgiveness
20 And the LORD said, I have pardoned according to thy word: 21 But [as] truly [as] I live, all the 
earth shall be filled with the glory of the LORD. 22 Because all those men which have seen my 
glory, and my miracles, which I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and have tempted me now 
these ten times, and have not hearkened to my voice; 23 Surely they shall not see the land which I 
sware unto their fathers, neither shall any of them that provoked me see it: 24 But my servant 
Caleb, because he had another spirit with him, and hath followed me fully, him will I bring into 
the land whereinto he went; and his seed shall possess it. 

the vote of the congregation - we don't want to follow Jesus in that way...

provoking the LORD God
unbelief - 

I will smite them and disinherit them...

Because the LORD was not able to bring this people into the land which he sware unto 
them, therefore he hath slain them in the wilderness
The LORD [is] longsuffering, and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression, and by 
no means clearing [the guilty], visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the 
third and fourth [generation]. 19 Pardon, I beseech thee, the iniquity of this people according 
unto the greatness of thy mercy, and as thou hast forgiven this people, from Egypt even until 
now. 
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the consequences of rebellion and unbelief and fear and provacation

Why do the blessings of God seem to pass some by and rest upon another???

Caleb, because he had another spirit with him, and hath followed me fully

V25-35 - Receiving Correction
 25 (Now the Amalekites and the Canaanites dwelt in the valley.) To morrow turn you, and get you 
into the wilderness by the way of the Red sea. 26 And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, 
saying, 27 How long [shall I bear with] this evil congregation, which murmur against me? I have 
heard the murmurings of the children of Israel, which they murmur against me. 28 Say unto them, 
[As truly as] I live, saith the LORD, as ye have spoken in mine ears, so will I do to you: 29 Your 
carcases shall fall in this wilderness; and all that were numbered of you, according to your whole 
number, from twenty years old and upward, which have murmured against me, 30 Doubtless ye 
shall not come into the land, [concerning] which I sware to make you dwell therein, save Caleb the 
son of Jephunneh, and Joshua the son of Nun. 31 But your little ones, which ye said should be a 
prey, them will I bring in, and they shall know the land which ye have despised. 32 But [as for] you, 
your carcases, they shall fall in this wilderness. 33 And your children shall wander in the 
wilderness forty years, and bear your whoredoms, until your carcases be wasted in the wilderness. 
34 After the number of the days in which ye searched the land, [even] forty days, each day for a 
year, shall ye bear your iniquities, [even] forty years, and ye shall know my breach of promise. 
35 I the LORD have said, I will surely do it unto all this evil congregation, that are gathered together 
against me: in this wilderness they shall be consumed, and there they shall die. 

why they could not enter in?

Surely they shall not see the land which I sware unto their fathers, neither shall any of them 
that provoked me see it:

how is your heart toward God today?
have you been complaining?
have you been fearing?
have you been rebelling?
have you been provoking God - saying the old life in sin was better?

promise of blessing in the life of faith...
followed God fully

because of unbelief...



Suffering loss... 

After the number of the days in which ye searched the land, [even] forty days, each day for a year, 
shall ye bear your iniquities, [even] forty years, and ye shall know my breach of promise.

V36-38 - there is a distinction
36 And the men, which Moses sent to search the land, who returned, and made all the 
congregation to murmur against him, by bringing up a slander upon the land, 37 Even those men 
that did bring up the evil report upon the land, died by the plague before the LORD. 38 But Joshua 
the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, [which were] of the men that went to search the 
land, lived [still]. 

Faith Matters

God is not a respecter of "persons"

V39-45 - where's the undo button
39 And Moses told these sayings unto all the children of Israel: and the people mourned greatly. 40 
And they rose up early in the morning, and gat them up into the top of the mountain, saying, Lo, 
we [be here], and will go up unto the place which the LORD hath promised: for we have sinned. 41 
And Moses said, Wherefore now do ye transgress the commandment of the LORD? but it shall not 
prosper. 42 Go not up, for the LORD [is] not among you; that ye be not smitten before your 
enemies. 43 For the Amalekites and the Canaanites [are] there before you, and ye shall fall by the 
sword: because ye are turned away from the LORD, therefore the LORD will not be with you. 44 But 
they presumed to go up unto the hill top: nevertheless the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and 
Moses, departed not out of the camp. 45 Then the Amalekites came down, and the Canaanites 
which dwelt in that hill, and smote them, and discomfited them, [even] unto Hormah. 

the second chance? the third chance...

hardening of the heart toward the word of God

how fear takes away the life of faith...
in the longsuffering of God - How long [shall I bear with]?????
because of the murmuring - testing God...
speaking against God...

what I believe is what determines how I live ... or how I die...



turn now.. repentance sought for the church...

Our application:

Prepare your heart to seek the Lord our God1.

let Caleb's example of faith - stir you up to faith1.

understanding - the examples put before you of the sin unbelief...2.

to hear the word of God and let it dwell in Your heart - develop a "hearing and believing 
heart"

3.

sin will harden your heart4.

[Jde 1:3-5 KJV] 3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common 
salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort [you] that ye should earnestly 
contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints. 4 For there are certain men 
crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, 
turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 5 I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this, how 
that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them 
that believed not.

2.

[Jde 1:17-19 KJV] 17 But, beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken before of the 
apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ; 18 How that they told you there should be mockers in the 
last time, who should walk after their own ungodly lusts. 19 These be they who separate 
themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit.

3.

[Jde 1:20-21 KJV] 20 But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying 
in the Holy Ghost, 21 Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord 
Jesus Christ unto eternal life.

4.

[Jde 1:22-23 KJV] 22 And of some have compassion, making a difference: 23 And others save 
with fear, pulling [them] out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.

5.

[Jde 1:24-25 KJV] 24 Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present 
[you] faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, 25 To the only wise God our 
Saviour, [be] glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.

6.


