
Numbers 15-16 - "Hope in the Wilderness"

written for our learning and admonition

Learning from their example of disobedience... they sinned, God gave them mercy, yet His 
judgment was against them that were against Him... and He gave them 40 years to know these 
things...

[Jer 29:11-14 NKJV] 11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of 
peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope. 12 Then you will call upon Me and go and 
pray to Me, and I will listen to you. 13 And you will seek Me and find [Me], when you search for Me 
with all your heart. 14 I will be found by you, says the LORD, and I will bring you back from your 
captivity; I will gather you from all the nations and from all the places where I have driven you, says 
the LORD, and I will bring you to the place from which I cause you to be carried away captive.

[Num 15:1-41 KJV] 

V1-13 - God will accept these offerings and sacrifices 
1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, 
When ye be come into the land of your habitations, which I give unto you, 3 And will make an 
offering by fire unto the LORD, a burnt offering, or a sacrifice in performing a vow, or in a freewill 
offering, or in your solemn feasts, to make a sweet savour unto the LORD, of the herd, or of the 
flock: 4 Then shall he that offereth his offering unto the LORD bring a meat offering of a tenth 
deal of flour mingled with the fourth [part] of an hin of oil. 5 And the fourth [part] of an hin of wine 
for a drink offering shalt thou prepare with the burnt offering or sacrifice, for one lamb. 6 Or for a 
ram, thou shalt prepare [for] a meat offering two tenth deals of flour mingled with the third [part] 

that we would not follow their example of unbelief, fear, and rebelling...
but that we would learn to walk by faith, enduring when we are tempted...
that we could enter into all the promises of God that are ours in fullness that we have 
received by the grace that is in Jesus... the Son of God

[Num 14:33-35 KJV] 33 And your children shall wander in the wilderness forty years, and 
bear your whoredoms, until your carcases be wasted in the wilderness. 34 After the number 
of the days in which ye searched the land, [even] forty days, each day for a year, shall ye bear 
your iniquities, [even] forty years, and ye shall know my breach of promise. 35 I the LORD 
have said, I will surely do it unto all this evil congregation, that are gathered together against 
me: in this wilderness they shall be consumed, and there they shall die.



of an hin of oil. 7 And for a drink offering thou shalt offer the third [part] of an hin of wine, [for] a 
sweet savour unto the LORD. 8 And when thou preparest a bullock [for] a burnt offering, or [for] a 
sacrifice in performing a vow, or peace offerings unto the LORD: 9 Then shall he bring with a 
bullock a meat offering of three tenth deals of flour mingled with half an hin of oil. 10 And thou 
shalt bring for a drink offering half an hin of wine, [for] an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour 
unto the LORD. 11 Thus shall it be done for one bullock, or for one ram, or for a lamb, or a kid. 12 
According to the number that ye shall prepare, so shall ye do to every one according to their 
number. 13 All that are born of the country shall do these things after this manner, in offering 
an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD. 

When ye be come into the land of your habitations, which I give unto you

offering an offering unto the LORD

the promise remains

[Deu 12:5-10 KJV] 5 But unto the place which the LORD your God shall choose out of all your 
tribes to put his name there, [even] unto his habitation shall ye seek, and thither thou shalt 
come: 6 And thither ye shall bring your burnt offerings, and your sacrifices, and your tithes, 
and heave offerings of your hand, and your vows, and your freewill offerings, and the 
firstlings of your herds and of your flocks: 7 And there ye shall eat before the LORD your God, 
and ye shall rejoice in all that ye put your hand unto, ye and your households, wherein the 
LORD thy God hath blessed thee. 8 Ye shall not do after all [the things] that we do here this 
day, every man whatsoever [is] right in his own eyes. 9 For ye are not as yet come to the rest 
and to the inheritance, which the LORD your God giveth you. 10 But [when] ye go over 
Jordan, and dwell in the land which the LORD your God giveth you to inherit, and [when] 
he giveth you rest from all your enemies round about, so that ye dwell in safety;

to make a sweet savour unto the LORD
every sacrifice and burnt offering is to be offered with the companion offerings of 

the meat offering (flour mingled with oil) - the bread of the sacrifice
the drink offering (wine) - the wine of the sacrifice
[for] a sweet savour unto the LORD

that ye shall prepare, so shall ye do to every one according
shall do these things after this manner

of a sweet savour unto the LORD

restating the instructions and command for the offerings and sacrifices... it remains
promise of entering in to the land - remains...
G d ill h ff i d b fi



V14-16 - rest for the sojourner
14 And if a stranger sojourn with you, or whosoever [be] among you in your generations, and will 
offer an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD; as ye do, so he shall do. 15 One 
ordinance [shall be both] for you of the congregation, and also for the stranger that sojourneth 
[with you], an ordinance for ever in your generations: as ye [are], so shall the stranger be before 
the LORD. 16 One law and one manner shall be for you, and for the stranger that sojourneth with 
you. 

rest for the sojourner

 One ordinance

temporary dwelling - Abraham was a stranger in the land... Moses was a stranger in the land of 
Midian (Gershom)... the children of Israel were sojourners in the land of Egypt

V17-21 - the Heave Offering
17 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 18 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto 
them, When ye come into the land whither I bring you, 19 Then it shall be, that, when ye eat of the 
bread of the land, ye shall offer up an heave offering unto the LORD. 20 Ye shall offer up a cake of 
the first of your dough [for] an heave offering: as [ye do] the heave offering of the threshingfloor, 
so shall ye heave it. 21 Of the first of your dough ye shall give unto the LORD an heave offering in 
your generations. 

the hope of entering in to the promise of this inheritance with God

God will accept the offerings made by fire
the idea of sweet savour - is soothing unto God - each offering is restful
delightful and pleasant

offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD; as ye do, so he shall do

One law and one manner
torah and judgment 

we too, are strangers, sojourners, pilgrims here in this world...
having sought dwelling with the LORD, our God...

because of fear, famine, trouble, etc...
seeking our dwelling with God... through His Son Jesus Christ...

[1Pe 2:11 KJV] 11 Dearly beloved, I beseech [you] as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from 
fleshly lusts, which war against the soul;



the hope of entering in to the promise of this inheritance with God...

the heave offering - in a promise of fruitful life - to go forward with the Lord

V22-29 - There remains a sacrifice for sin...
22 And if ye have erred, and not observed all these commandments, which the LORD hath spoken 
unto Moses, 23 [Even] all that the LORD hath commanded you by the hand of Moses, from the day 
that the LORD commanded [Moses], and henceforward among your generations; 24 Then it shall 
be, if [ought] be committed by ignorance without the knowledge of the congregation, that all the 
congregation shall offer one young bullock for a burnt offering, for a sweet savour unto the LORD, 
with his meat offering, and his drink offering, according to the manner, and one kid of the goats for 
a sin offering. 25 And the priest shall make an atonement for all the congregation of the children of 
Israel, and it shall be forgiven them; for it [is] ignorance: and they shall bring their offering, a 
sacrifice made by fire unto the LORD, and their sin offering before the LORD, for their ignorance: 26 
And it shall be forgiven all the congregation of the children of Israel, and the stranger that 
sojourneth among them; seeing all the people [were] in ignorance. 27 And if any soul sin through 
ignorance, then he shall bring a she goat of the first year for a sin offering. 28 And the priest shall 
make an atonement for the soul that sinneth ignorantly, when he sinneth by ignorance before 
the LORD, to make an atonement for him; and it shall be forgiven him. 29 Ye shall have one law for 
him that sinneth through ignorance, [both for] him that is born among the children of Israel, and 
for the stranger that sojourneth among them. 

What is sin?

restate it again - "When ye come into the land whither I bring you"

to sow to the spirit and reap eternal life - Gal 6:8
to experience fruitful lives in the Lord and offer that up unto Him

"missing the mark" - trying to hit the target - but missing it...
 if ye have erred, and not observed all these commandments

-to go astray, stray, err
  "Shagaw" - erred
  1. to err, stray
  2. to swerve, meander, reel, roll, be intoxicated, err (in drunkenness)
  3. to go astray (morally)
  4. to commit sin of ignorance or inadvertence, err (ignorantly)

sin that be committed by ignorance
inadvertently - not intentional sin... not trying to sin... wandered out of the way...
did not sin on purpose...



There is an offering for sin, to make atonement, and it will be forgiven them...

Jesus our Advocate - He is the offering, His blood covers (atonement) and God forgives sin

V30-36 - the wages of sin
30 But the soul that doeth [ought] presumptuously, [whether he be] born in the land, or a stranger, 
the same reproacheth the LORD; and that soul shall be cut off from among his people. 31 Because 
he hath despised the word of the LORD, and hath broken his commandment, that soul shall utterly 
be cut off; his iniquity [shall be] upon him. 32 And while the children of Israel were in the 
wilderness, they found a man that gathered sticks upon the sabbath day. 33 And they that found 
him gathering sticks brought him unto Moses and Aaron, and unto all the congregation. 34 And 
they put him in ward, because it was not declared what should be done to him. 35 And the LORD 
said unto Moses, The man shall be surely put to death: all the congregation shall stone him with 
stones without the camp. 36 And all the congregation brought him without the camp, and stoned 
him with stones, and he died; as the LORD commanded Moses. 

[Heb 10:26-31 KJV] 26 For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the 
truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, 27 But a certain fearful looking for of judgment 
and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries. 28 He that despised Moses' law died 
without mercy under two or three witnesses: 29 Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall 
he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of 
the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit 
of grace? 30 For we know him that hath said, Vengeance [belongeth] unto me, I will recompense, 
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this most important understanding that God addresses our sin and has made atonement 
through the blood of Jesus Christ
forgiveness of sin - pardon and divorce from sin
I don't need to sin anymore, but if I do... 

presumptuously Heb. with an high hand. That is, bold, daring, deliberate acts of 
transgression against the fullest evidence, and in despite of the Divine authority. Such 
conduct 'reproaches the LORD,' as if his commands were needless, unreasonable, and 
"harmful" to the happiness of man; his favour were not desirable, or his wrath not to be 
feared: in short, as if it were more advantageous to rebel against him than to serve him. Such 
acts admitted of no atonement: the person was condemned to bear his own iniquity, and to 
be cut off.



saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people. 31 [It is] a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God.

The man shall be surely put to death

V37-41 - Remember the LORD
37 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 38 Speak unto the children of Israel, and bid them that 
they make them fringes in the borders of their garments throughout their generations, and that 
they put upon the fringe of the borders a ribband of blue: 39 And it shall be unto you for a fringe, 
that ye may look upon it, and remember all the commandments of the LORD, and do them; and 
that ye seek not after your own heart and your own eyes, after which ye use to go a whoring: 40 
That ye may remember, and do all my commandments, and be holy unto your God. 41 I [am] the 
LORD your God, which brought you out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: I [am] the LORD your 
God.

It is so worth it - to follow the Lord our God...

this is God's will for our lives - sancitfication

[Heb 10:32-39 KJV] 32 But call to remembrance the former days, in which, after ye were 
illuminated, ye endured a great fight of afflictions; 33 Partly, whilst ye were made a gazingstock 
both by reproaches and afflictions; and partly, whilst ye became companions of them that were so 
used. 34 For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, 
knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring substance. 35 Cast not 
away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward. 36 For ye have need of 
patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise. 37 For yet a

[Rom 6:23 KJV] 23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the gift of God [is] eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.

to receive the commands for us to live godly lives after the example of our Lord, Jesus Christ
here the fringe of the garment was given for remembrance...

to obey the commands of the law...
and that ye seek not after your own heart and your own eyes, after which ye use to go a 
whoring

The Holy Spirit has been given to us - to remind us of the things that Jesus our Lord has said 
unto us...

listen to the Holy Spirit - so that we don't go our own way and follow our own desires

That ye may remember, and do all my commandments, and be holy unto your God



patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise. 37 For yet a 
little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry. 38 Now the just shall live by faith: 
but if [any man] draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him. 39 But we are not of them who 
draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the soul.

Our Application:

Reconciling with God - the fact of sin1.

confession - agreeing with God1.

He forgives sin...2.

my flesh is contrary and will always look to sin3.

sowing and reaping...4.

pressing on - upward call - phil 3 - high call2.

[Phl 3:12-14 KJV] 12 Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but 
I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ 
Jesus. 13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but [this] one thing [I do], 
forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are 
before, 14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

1.

hope that endures to the end...3.

 36 For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might 
receive the promise. 

1.


