
Numbers 18 - "Shaken in the Wilderness"

That we might learn from the disobeince and unbelief of the children of Israel and receive the 

warning and instruction that we might continue in the faith of Jesus Christ...

[Jas 3:1 KJV] 1 My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater 

condemnation.

[Heb 13:7-9, 17 KJV] 7 Rememberthem which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto 

you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of [their] conversation. 8 Jesus Christ 

the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. 9 Be not carried about with divers and strange 

doctrines. For [it is] a good thing that the heart be established with grace; not with meats, which 

have not profited them that have been occupied therein. ... 17 Obeythem that have the rule over 

you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls,as they that must give account, that 

they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that [is] unprofitable for you.

[Num 18:1-32 KJV] 

V1 - Pertaining to God

1 And the LORD said unto Aaron, Thou and thy sons and thy father's house with thee shall bear the 

iniquity of the sanctuary: and thou and thy sons with thee shall bear the iniquity of your 

priesthood. 

Jesus Christ - the One to the bear the sin of the world - our faithful high priest

shall bear the iniquity of the sanctuary and shall bear the iniquity of your priesthood

not moved away from the hope of the gospel

[Hebrews 12:27-29] 27 And this [word], Yet once more, signifieth the removing of those 

things that are shaken, as of things that are made, that those things which cannot be shaken 

may remain. 28 Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have 

grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: 29 For our God 

[is] a consuming fire.

[Heb 2:17 KJV] 17 Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto [his] brethren, 

that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things [pertaining] to God, to make 

reconciliation for the sins of the people.



V2-7 - servants of the tabernacle

2 And thy brethren also of the tribe of Levi, the tribe of thy father, bring thou with thee, that they 

may be joined unto thee, and minister unto thee: but thou and thy sons with thee [shall minister] 

before the tabernacle of witness. 3 And they shall keep thy charge, and the charge of all the 

tabernacle: only they shall not come nigh the vessels of the sanctuary and the altar, that neither 

they, nor ye also, die. 4 And they shall be joined unto thee, and keep the charge of the tabernacle 

of the congregation, for all the service of the tabernacle: and a stranger shall not come nigh unto 

you. 5 And ye shall keep the charge of the sanctuary, and the charge of the altar: that there be no 

wrath any more upon the children of Israel. 6 And I, behold, I have taken your brethren the Levites 

from among the children of Israel: to you [they are] given [as] a gift for the LORD, to do the 

service of the tabernacle of the congregation. 7 Therefore thou and thy sons with thee shall keep 

your priest's office for every thing of the altar, and within the vail; and ye shall serve: I have given 

your priest's office [unto you] as a service of gift: and the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to 

death. 

they may be joined unto thee, and minister unto thee

servants in 'genuine church' - according to the gifts and calling of God

[Exo 28:36, 38 KJV] 36 And thou shalt make a plate [of] pure gold, and grave upon it, [like] 

the engravings of a signet, HOLINESS TO THE LORD. ... 38 And it shall be upon Aaron's 

forehead, that Aaron may bear the iniquity of the holy things, which the children of Israel shall 

hallow in all their holy gifts; and it shall be always upon his forehead, that they may be 

accepted before the LORD.

[Rom 12:1-2 KJV] 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present 

your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, [which is] your reasonable service. 

2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, 

that ye may prove what [is] that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

[Eph 4:11-15 KJV] 11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, 

evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the 

work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 13 Till we all come in the unity of 

the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of 

the stature of the fulness of Christ: 14 That we [henceforth] be no more children, tossed to 

and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, [and] cunning 

craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up 

into him in all things, which is the head, [even] Christ:

[they are] given [as] a gift for the LORD, to do the service of the tabernacle of the 

congregation

[Rom 11:29 KJV] 29 For the gifts and calling of God [are] without repentance.



serving with that which God has given you... 

V8-14 - ministering the offerings

8 And the LORD spake unto Aaron, Behold, I also have given thee the charge of mine heave 

offerings of all the hallowed things of the children of Israel; unto thee have I given them by 

reason of the anointing, and to thy sons, by an ordinance for ever. 9 This shall be thine of the 

most holy things, [reserved] from the fire: every oblation of theirs, every meat offering of theirs, 

and every sin offering of theirs, and every trespass offering of theirs, which they shall render unto 

me, [shall be] most holy for thee and for thy sons. 10 In the most holy [place] shalt thou eat it; 

every male shall eat it: it shall be holy unto thee. 11 And this [is] thine; the heave offering of their 

gift, with all the wave offerings of the children of Israel: I have given them unto thee, and to thy 

sons and to thy daughters with thee, by a statute for ever: every one that is clean in thy house shall 

eat of it. 12 All the best of the oil, and all the best of the wine, and of the wheat, the firstfruits of 

them which they shall offer unto the LORD, them have I given thee. 13 [And] whatsoever is first 

ripe in the land, which they shall bring unto the LORD, shall be thine; every one that is clean in 

thine house shall eat [of] it. 14 Every thing devoted in Israel shall be thine. 

Our stewardship - the things that are given unto God...

[Rom 12:3-8 KJV] 3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among 

you, not to think [of himself] more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, 

according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. 4 For as we have many 

members in one body, and all members have not the same office: 5 So we, [being] many, are 

one body in Christ, and every one members one of another. 6 Having then gifts differing 

according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, [let us prophesy] according 

to the proportion of faith; 7 Or ministry, [let us wait] on [our] ministering: or he that teacheth, 

on teaching; 8 Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, [let him do it] with 

simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness.

[1Pe 4:10 KJV] 10 As every man hath received the gift, [even so] minister the same one to 

another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.

here I would exhort - for those that would hear and understand 

can you wash feet like our Lord does

can you wait on tables like the deacons in Acts 6

can you minister the word of God and prayer

can you minister the gospel to the 'lost' and unsaved in this world?

can you clean a toilet?

can you vacuum a room?

can you wash a window?

Will you serve Jesus with the gifts He has given unto you?

[Rom 12:11 KJV] 11 Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord;



What is yours and what is God's? - What has God given unto you? Are you living as a steward or a 

king?

V15-19 - firstborn

15 Every thing that openeth the matrix in all flesh, which they bring unto the LORD, [whether it 

be] of men or beasts, shall be thine: nevertheless the firstborn of man shalt thou surely redeem, 

and the firstling of unclean beasts shalt thou redeem. 16 And those that are to be redeemed from a 

month old shalt thou redeem, according to thine estimation, for the money of five shekels, after the 

shekel of the sanctuary, which [is] twenty gerahs. 17 But the firstling of a cow, or the firstling of a 

sheep, or the firstling of a goat, thou shalt not redeem; they [are] holy: thou shalt sprinkle their 

blood upon the altar, and shalt burn their fat [for] an offering made by fire, for a sweet savour unto 

the LORD. 18 And the flesh of them shall be thine, as the wave breast and as the right shoulder are 

thine. 19 All the heave offerings of the holy things, which the children of Israel offer unto the 

LORD, have I given thee, and thy sons and thy daughters with thee, by a statute for ever: it [is] a 

covenant of salt for ever before the LORD unto thee and to thy seed with thee. 

'church of the firstborn'

Every thing devoted in Israel shall be thine. 

[1Co 4:1-2 KJV] 1 Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of 

the mysteries of God. 2  Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.

[Tit 1:7 KJV] 7 For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God; not selfwilled, not 

soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre;

[1Pe 4:10 KJV] 10 As every man hath received the gift, [even so] minister the same one to 

another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.

covetousness or... stewardship...

[Luk 16:9-13 KJV] 9 And I say unto you, Make to yourselves friends of the mammon of 

unrighteousness; that, when ye fail, they may receive you into everlasting habitations. 10 He 

that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is 

unjust also in much. 11 If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, 

who will commit to your trust the true [riches]? 12 And if ye have not been faithful in that 

which is another man's, who shall give you that which is your own? 13 No servant can serve 

two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, 

and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.

the firstborn belonged to God - in covenant of delivering them out of Egypt

we have been delivered from so great a death from our sin in this world

how then should we live?



Redeemed that we might abide in Jesus Christ...

V20-32 - tithing

20 And the LORD spake unto Aaron, Thou shalt have no inheritance in their land, neither shalt thou 

have any part among them: I [am] thy part and thine inheritance among the children of Israel. 21 

And, behold, I have given the children of Levi all the tenth in Israel for an inheritance, for their 

service which they serve, [even] the service of the tabernacle of the congregation. 22 Neither 

must the children of Israel henceforth come nigh the tabernacle of the congregation, lest they 

bear sin, and die. 23 But the Levites shall do the service of the tabernacle of the congregation, 

and they shall bear their iniquity: [it shall be] a statute for ever throughout your generations, that 

among the children of Israel they have no inheritance. 24 But the tithes of the children of Israel, 

which they offer [as] an heave offering unto the LORD, I have given to the Levites to inherit: 

therefore I have said unto them, Among the children of Israel they shall have no inheritance. 25 

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 26 Thus speak unto the Levites, and say unto them, 

When ye take of the children of Israel the tithes which I have given you from them for your 

inheritance, then ye shall offer up an heave offering of it for the LORD, [even] a tenth [part] of 

the tithe. 27 And [this] your heave offering shall be reckoned unto you, as though [it were] the 

corn of the threshingfloor, and as the fulness of the winepress. 28 Thus ye also shall offer an 

heave offering unto the LORD of all your tithes, which ye receive of the children of Israel; and ye 

[Heb 12:23-29 KJV] 23 To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are 

written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made 

perfect, 24 And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of 

sprinkling, that speaketh better things than [that of] Abel. 25 See that ye refuse not him 

that speaketh. For if they escaped not who refused him that spake on earth, much more 

[shall not] we [escape], if we turn away from him that [speaketh] from heaven: 26 Whose 

voice then shook the earth: but now he hath promised, saying, Yet once more I shake not 

the earth only, but also heaven. 27 And this [word], Yet once more, signifieth the 

removing of those things that are shaken, as of things that are made, that those things 

which cannot be shaken may remain. 28 Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot 

be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and 

godly fear: 29 For our God [is] a consuming fire.

[Col 1:13-18 KJV] 13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated 

[us] into the kingdom of his dear Son: 14 In whom we have redemption through his blood, 

[even] the forgiveness of sins: 15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every 

creature: 16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, 

visible and invisible, whether [they be] thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all 

things were created by him, and for him: 17 And he is before all things, and by him all things 

consist. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn 

from the dead; that in all [things] he might have the preeminence.



shall give thereof the LORD'S heave offering to Aaron the priest. 29 Out of all your gifts ye shall 

offer every heave offering of the LORD, of all the best thereof, [even] the hallowed part thereof out 

of it. 30 Therefore thou shalt say unto them, When ye have heaved the best thereof from it, then 

it shall be counted unto the Levites as the increase of the threshingfloor, and as the increase of the 

winepress. 31 And ye shall eat it in every place, ye and your households: for it [is] your reward for 

your service in the tabernacle of the congregation. 32 And ye shall bear no sin by reason of it, 

when ye have heaved from it the best of it: neither shall ye pollute the holy things of the children of 

Israel, lest ye die.

the tenth of all the children of Israel - the tithe was given unto the children of Levi

The Levites would tithe also - from what they had received

Tithing in 'genuine church' - should we do less because we are 'under grace'? - I say no.

tithing the tithe...

offering that which is holy

Our Application:

they would receive no inheritance in the land of promise - God Himself would be their portion

I [am] thy part and thine inheritance among the children of Israel

given the children of Levi all the tenth in Israel for an inheritance, for their service which 

they serve

When ye take of the children of Israel the tithes which I have given you from them for your 

inheritance, then ye shall offer up an heave offering of it for the LORD, [even] a tenth 

[part] of the tithe.

ye shall offer every heave offering of the LORD, of all the best thereof, [even] the hallowed 

part thereof out of it.

having received by faith in the word of God - the blessing of giving... Jesus gave and taught 

us to give...

how much more by the grace of God that we give regularly and set it apart to do it cheerfully

the tithe is a great place to start giving...

acknowledging the stewardship... the command to give... and a way to continue in it...

as a pastor that is paid from the tithes and offerings of the saints - I too, tithe from that 

increase...

I exhort and teach that each one would give a tenth of his increase unto the Lord our God

Read, pray and do Romans 12 - living as genuine church1.

when things in your life have been shaken... go back to the foundation2.



[Mat 7:24-27 KJV] 24 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth 

them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: 25 And the rain 

descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it 

fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. 26 And every one that heareth these sayings of 

mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon 

the sand: 27 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat 

upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.

1.

What are you saying to God?3.

I will not!!!!1.

serving1.

tithing2.

praying3.

worshiping4.

loving5.

Or - "I will not be moved"2.

[1Co 15:58 KJV] 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always 

abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in 

the Lord.

3.

Grace upon grace - great grace... grace that changes everything!!4.


