
Numbers 16-17 - "Perdition in the Wilderness"
written for our learning - and admonition... as we endure in faith waiting for our Lord Jesus... 

perdition - "apoleia" - Destroy, Destroyer, Destruction, Destructive:

[Num 16:1-50 KJV] 

V1-3 - the men of perdition

1 Now Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, and Dathan and Abiram, the sons 

of Eliab, and On, the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took [men]: 2 And they rose up before Moses, 

with certain of the children of Israel, two hundred and fifty princes of the assembly, famous in 

the congregation, men of renown: 3 And they gathered themselves together against Moses and 

against Aaron, and said unto them, [Ye take] too much upon you, seeing all the congregation [are] 

[Heb 10:32-39 KJV] 32 But call to remembrance the former days, in which, after ye were 

illuminated, ye endured a great fight of afflictions; 33 Partly, whilst ye were made a 

gazingstock both by reproaches and afflictions; and partly, whilst ye became companions of 

them that were so used. 34 For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the 

spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring 

substance. 35 Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of 

reward. 36 For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might 

receive the promise. 37 For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not 

tarry. 38 Now the just shall live by faith: but if [any man] draw back, my soul shall have no 

pleasure in him. 39 But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that 

believe to the saving of the soul.

the time in the wilderness prepares the children of Israel through patience to inherit the 

promises...

those that make it through enter in after 40 years - while those around them - die

the faith and hope and love - that endures to the end

(b) of persons, signifying their spiritual and eternal perdition, Mat 7:13; Jhn 17:12; 2Th 2:3, 

where "son of perdition" signifies the proper destiny of the person mentioned; metaphorically 

of men persistent in evil, Rom 9:22, where "fitted" is in the Middle Voice, indicating that the 

vessels of wrath fitted themselves for "destruction;" of the adversaries of the Lord's people, 

Phl 1:28 ("perdition"); of professing Christians, really enemies of the Cross of Christ, Phl 3:19 

(RV, "perdition"); of those who are subjects of foolish and hurtful lusts, 1Ti 6:9 (for the 

preceding word "destruction" see No. 3, below); of professing Hebrew adherents who shrink 

back into unbelief, Hbr 10:39; of false teachers, 2Pe 2:1, 3; of ungodly men, 2Pe 3:7; of those 

who wrest the Scriptures, 2Pe 3:16; of the Beast, the final head of the revived Roman Empire, 

Rev 17:8, 11;

[Mat 7:13 KJV] 13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide [is] the gate, and broad [is] the way, 

that leadeth to destruction,[G684] and many there be which go in thereat:



holy, every one of them, and the LORD [is] among them: wherefore then lift ye up yourselves above 

the congregation of the LORD? 

Korah, and Dathan and Abiram

[2Pe 2:1-3 KJV] 1 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be 

false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable[G684] heresies, even denying the 

Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.[G684] 2 And many shall 

follow their pernicious ways;[G684] by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. 3 

And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose 

judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation[G684] slumbereth not.

V4-7 - God's calling and choosing

4 And when Moses heard [it], he fell upon his face: 5 And he spake unto Korah and unto all his 

company, saying, Even to morrow the LORD will shew who [are] his, and [who is] holy; and will 

cause [him] to come near unto him: even [him] whom he hath chosen will he cause to come near 

unto him. 6 This do; Take you censers, Korah, and all his company; 7 And put fire therein, and put 

incense in them before the LORD to morrow: and it shall be [that] the man whom the LORD doth 

choose, he [shall be] holy: [ye take] too much upon you, ye sons of Levi. 

men than have risen up to challenge God's choosing of Moses and Aaron

V8-11 - against the LORD

8 And Moses said unto Korah, Hear, I pray you, ye sons of Levi: 9 [Seemeth it but] a small thing 

unto you, that the God of Israel hath separated you from the congregation of Israel, to bring you 

near to himself to do the service of the tabernacle of the LORD, and to stand before the 

congregation to minister unto them? 10 And he hath brought thee near [to him], and all thy 

brethren the sons of Levi with thee: and seek ye the priesthood also? 11 For which cause [both] 

thou and all thy company [are] gathered together against the LORD: and what [is] Aaron, that ye 

murmur against him? 

men that oppose themselves - by placing themselves above God's word, above God's calling...

men that gathered 250 key leaders - men of renown

against Moses and against Aaron

accusing them exalting themselves to the place "above" the congregation of Israel

seeing all the congregation [are] holy, every one of them, and the LORD [is] among them

calling the priesthood common and the "ministry" of Moses common

[2Ti 2:24-26 KJV] 24 And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all 

[men], apt to teach, patient, 25 In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if 

God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; 26 And [that] 

they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at 

his will.



V12-14 - Contentious Men

12 And Moses sent to call Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab: which said, We will not come up: 

13 [Is it] a small thing that thou hast brought us up out of a land that floweth with milk and honey, 

to kill us in the wilderness, except thou make thyself altogether a prince over us? 14 Moreover 

thou hast not brought us into a land that floweth with milk and honey, or given us inheritance of 

fields and vineyards: wilt thou put out the eyes of these men? we will not come up. 

Refusing to be led in the way that Moses is leading

V15-18 - the offering of the priesthood

15 And Moses was very wroth, and said unto the LORD, Respect not thou their offering: I have 

not taken one ass from them, neither have I hurt one of them. 16 And Moses said unto Korah, Be 

thou and all thy company before the LORD, thou, and they, and Aaron, to morrow: 17 And take 

every man his censer, and put incense in them, and bring ye before the LORD every man his 

censer, two hundred and fifty censers; thou also, and Aaron, each [of you] his censer. 18 And they 

took every man his censer, and put fire in them, and laid incense thereon, and stood in the door of 

the tabernacle of the congregation with Moses and Aaron. 

not just the symbolism - the censer of the "high" priest...

V19-27 - swift destruction

19 And Korah gathered all the congregation against them unto the door of the tabernacle of the 

congregation: and the glory of the LORD appeared unto all the congregation. 20 And the LORD 

spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, 21 Separate yourselves from among this congregation, 

that I may consume them in a moment. 22 And they fell upon their faces, and said, O God, the 

God of the spirits of all flesh, shall one man sin, and wilt thou be wroth with all the congregation? 

23 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 24 Speak unto the congregation, saying, Get you up 

from about the tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. 25 And Moses rose up and went unto 

Dathan and Abiram; and the elders of Israel followed him. 26 And he spake unto the congregation, 

saying, Depart, I pray you, from the tents of these wicked men, and touch nothing of theirs, lest ye 

[3Jo 1:9-11 KJV] 9 I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the 

preeminence among them, receiveth us not. 10 Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his 

deeds which he doeth, prating against us with malicious words: and not content therewith, 

neither doth he himself receive the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth 

[them] out of the church. 11 Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that which is good. 

He that doeth good is of God: but he that doeth evil hath not seen God.

men that cause division in the congregation - through rebellion

whether it be open or whether it be subtle

[Rom 16:17 KJV] 17 Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and 

offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them.

understanding the priesthood in offering up prayers and sacrifices and offerings unto God - 

for all the people - the ministry of intercession...

God chose a priesthood that would sanctify their lives for this one purpose

to stand in the place and represent a sinful people before a holy God 



be consumed in all their sins. 27 So they gat up from the tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, 

on every side: and Dathan and Abiram came out, and stood in the door of their tents, and their 

wives, and their sons, and their little children. 

Depart, I pray you, from the tents of these wicked men, and touch nothing of theirs, lest ye be 

consumed in all their sins. 

V28-35 - destruction of these men

28 And Moses said, Hereby ye shall know that the LORD hath sent me to do all these works; 

for [I have] not [done them] of mine own mind. 29 If these men die the common death of all men, 

or if they be visited after the visitation of all men; [then] the LORD hath not sent me. 30 But if the 

LORD make a new thing, and the earth open her mouth, and swallow them up, with all that 

[appertain] unto them, and they go down quick into the pit; then ye shall understand that these 

men have provoked the LORD. 31 And it came to pass, as he had made an end of speaking all 

these words, that the ground clave asunder that [was] under them: 32 And the earth opened her 

mouth, and swallowed them up, and their houses, and all the men that [appertained] unto Korah, 

and all [their] goods. 33 They, and all that [appertained] to them, went down alive into the pit, 

and the earth closed upon them: and they perished from among the congregation. 34 And all Israel 

that [were] round about them fled at the cry of them: for they said, Lest the earth swallow us up 

[also]. 35 And there came out a fire from the LORD, and consumed the two hundred and fifty 

men that offered incense. 

But if the LORD make a new thing, and the earth open her mouth, and swallow them up, with all 

that [appertain] unto them, and they go down quick into the pit; then ye shall understand that 

these men have provoked the LORD

the prayers of Moses and Aaron - interceding to save the congregation of the sin of some...

now the instruction to depart and separate from the men who are determined for perdition 

(consumed) in their sins...

[Jde 1:3-4 KJV] 3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common 

salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort [you] that ye should earnestly 

contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints. 4 For there are certain 

men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, 

turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our 

Lord Jesus Christ.

[Rom 2:8 KJV] 8 But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey 

unrighteousness, indignation and wrath,

[Rom 1:18 KJV] 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness;

[2Th 1:8 KJV] 8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey 

not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:



V36-40 - remember this

36 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 37 Speak unto Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest, 

that he take up the censers out of the burning, and scatter thou the fire yonder; for they are 

hallowed. 38 The censers of these sinners against their own souls, let them make them broad 

plates [for] a covering of the altar: for they offered them before the LORD, therefore they are 

hallowed: and they shall be a sign unto the children of Israel. 39 And Eleazar the priest took the 

brasen censers, wherewith they that were burnt had offered; and they were made broad [plates 

for] a covering of the altar: 40 [To be] a memorial unto the children of Israel, that no stranger, 

which [is] not of the seed of Aaron, come near to offer incense before the LORD; that he be not 

as Korah, and as his company: as the LORD said to him by the hand of Moses. 

Korah - of the division of the Levites - the ministry of carrying the Holy things (Kohathites)

V41-50 - Agreeing with God's judgment

41 But on the morrow all the congregation of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and 

against Aaron, saying, Ye have killed the people of the LORD. 42 And it came to pass, when the 

congregation was gathered against Moses and against Aaron, that they looked toward the 

tabernacle of the congregation: and, behold, the cloud covered it, and the glory of the LORD 

appeared. 43 And Moses and Aaron came before the tabernacle of the congregation. 44 And the 

LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 45 Get you up from among this congregation, that I may 

consume them as in a moment. And they fell upon their faces. 46 And Moses said unto Aaron, 

Take a censer, and put fire therein from off the altar, and put on incense, and go quickly unto the 

congregation, and make an atonement for them: for there is wrath gone out from the LORD; the 

plague is begun. 47 And Aaron took as Moses commanded, and ran into the midst of the 

congregation; and, behold, the plague was begun among the people: and he put on incense, 

and made an atonement for the people. 48 And he stood between the dead and the living; and 

the plague was stayed. 49 Now they that died in the plague were fourteen thousand and seven 

hundred, beside them that died about the matter of Korah. 50 And Aaron returned unto Moses 

unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation: and the plague was stayed. 

Drama in the wilderness 

As believers - christians - followers of Christ - Ambassadors - pastors - evangelicals - those that 

choose to live obedient to the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ

[2Th 2:10-12 KJV] 10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; 

because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11 And for this 

cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: 12 That they all 

might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.

could not carry them on carts...

now it is going to be heavier by their own burden added by sin

the people that have been saved from destruction by the prayers and obedience of Moses 

and Aaron now turn to murmur and accuse the servants that remain in God

we too - stand between the dead and the living



[Num 17:1-13 KJV] 

V1-13 - look at the fruit

1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and take of every 

one of them a rod according to the house of [their] fathers, of all their princes according to the 

house of their fathers twelve rods: write thou every man's name upon his rod. 3 And thou shalt 

write Aaron's name upon the rod of Levi: for one rod [shall be] for the head of the house of their 

fathers. 4 And thou shalt lay them up in the tabernacle of the congregation before the testimony, 

where I will meet with you. 5 And it shall come to pass, [that] the man's rod, whom I shall choose, 

shall blossom: and I will make to cease from me the murmurings of the children of Israel, whereby 

they murmur against you. 6 And Moses spake unto the children of Israel, and every one of their 

princes gave him a rod apiece, for each prince one, according to their fathers' houses, [even] 

twelve rods: and the rod of Aaron [was] among their rods. 7 And Moses laid up the rods before the 

LORD in the tabernacle of witness. 8 And it came to pass, that on the morrow Moses went into the 

tabernacle of witness; and, behold, the rod of Aaron for the house of Levi was budded, and 

brought forth buds, and bloomed blossoms, and yielded almonds. 9 And Moses brought out 

all the rods from before the LORD unto all the children of Israel: and they looked, and took every 

man his rod. 10 And the LORD said unto Moses, Bring Aaron's rod again before the testimony, to be 

kept for a token against the rebels; and thou shalt quite take away their murmurings from me, 

that they die not. 11 And Moses did [so]: as the LORD commanded him, so did he. 12 And the 

children of Israel spake unto Moses, saying, Behold, we die, we perish, we all perish. 13 Whosoever 

cometh any thing near unto the tabernacle of the LORD shall die: shall we be consumed with dying?

Do not back away from the truth in the scriptures of God's calling and choosing 

Our Application:

pray for the saving of those that we dwell amongst - all peoples - all those who are dead in 

their trespasses and sins of unbelief 

that they might hear and believe and be saved

preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ

we are the saints of God

we are one body in Him - called to let our light shine

Live by Faith - Do not be a partaker in another persons sins1.

[1Ti 5:22 KJV] 22 Lay hands suddenly on no man, neither be partaker of other men's 

sins: keep thyself pure.

1.

Live by Faith - Enduring Faith2.

patient in suffering1.

righteousness in Jesus 2.

continuing instant in prayer3.

Live by Faith - Do not "draw back" unto perdition3.

Do not draw back - now is the time to go forward in faith1.

we are not of them who draw back unto perdition2.



[2Ti 1:3-11 KJV] 3 I thank God, whom I serve from [my] forefathers with pure conscience, 

that without ceasing I have remembrance of thee in my prayers night and day; 4 Greatly 

desiring to see thee, being mindful of thy tears, that I may be filled with joy; 5 When I call 

to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother 

Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also. 6 Wherefore I put thee 

in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my 

hands. 7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and 

of a sound mind. 8 Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of 

me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the 

power of God; 9 Who hath saved us, and called [us] with an holy calling, not according to 

our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ 

Jesus before the world began, 10 But is now made manifest by the appearing of our 

Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to 

light through the gospel: 11 Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a 

teacher of the Gentiles.

3.


