
Numbers 19-20 - "A Fountain in the Wilderness"

the effectiveness of the study of the wilderness

These things I need to learn...

[1Co 10:6-13 KJV] 

6 Now these things were our examples, to the intent 

[Num 19:1-22 KJV] 

V1-9 - water of separation 

1 And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, 2 This [is] the ordinance of the law 

which the LORD hath commanded, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring thee a 

red heifer without spot, wherein [is] no blemish, [and] upon which never came yoke: 3 And ye 

shall give her unto Eleazar the priest, that he may bring her forth without the camp, and [one] shall 

slay her before his face: 4 And Eleazar the priest shall take of her blood with his finger, and 

sprinkle of her blood directly before the tabernacle of the congregation seven times: 5 And [one] 

shall burn the heifer in his sight; her skin, and her flesh, and her blood, with her dung, shall he 

burn: 6 And the priest shall take cedar wood, and hyssop, and scarlet, and cast [it] into the midst 

of the burning of the heifer. 7 Then the priest shall wash his clothes, and he shall bathe his flesh in 

water, and afterward he shall come into the camp, and the priest shall be unclean until the even. 8 

And he that burneth her shall wash his clothes in water, and bathe his flesh in water, and shall be 

unclean until the even. 9 And a man [that is] clean shall gather up the ashes of the heifer, and lay 

[them] up without the camp in a clean place, and it shall be kept for the congregation of the 

children of Israel for a water of separation: it [is] a purification for sin. 

to learn what we need to learn as we follow Jesus Christ

that we don't sin in unbelief

we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted. 7 1.

Neither be ye idolaters, as [were] some of them; as it is written, The people sat down to eat 

and drink, and rose up to play. 8 

2.

Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them committed, and fell in one day three and 

twenty thousand. 9 

3.

Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents. 

10 

4.

Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer. 11 

Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our 

admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. 

5.



Spotless red heifer - no blemish - never been yoked...

for a water of separation: it [is] a purification for sin

for the church...

V10-13 - death as the result of sin

10 And he that gathereth the ashes of the heifer shall wash his clothes, and be unclean until the 

even: and it shall be unto the children of Israel, and unto the stranger that sojourneth among them, 

for a statute for ever. 11 He that toucheth the dead body of any man shall be unclean seven days. 

sprinkled her blood - 7 times...

offered as a whole burnt offering - together with cedar, hyssop and scarlet

the ashes of the heifer gathered up and kept for the congregation

in the same understanding that Jesus is crucified for our sin and transgressions - His 

hands and feet are crucified that our hands and feet might be made clean...

separation - Hebrew "nid-daw"

describes impurity, filthiness, of menstruation

used figuratively for impurity from idolatry and immorality

a purification for sin - Hebrew "khat-taw-aw"

describes sin - here the grammar gives this as a way to be cleansed and purified from sin 

and uncleanness

[Psa 51:1-10 KJV] 1 [[To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David, when Nathan the prophet 

came unto him, after he had gone in to Bathsheba.]] Have mercy upon me, O God, 

according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot 

out my transgressions. 2 Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my 

sin. 3 For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin [is] ever before me. 4 Against 

thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done [this] evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be 

justified when thou speakest, [and] be clear when thou judgest. 5 Behold, I was shapen 

in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me. 6 Behold, thou desirest truth in the 

inward parts: and in the hidden [part] thou shalt make me to know wisdom. 7 Purge me 

with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 8 Make me to 

hear joy and gladness; [that] the bones [which] thou hast broken may rejoice. 9 Hide thy 

face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. 10 Create in me a clean heart, O God; 

and renew a right spirit within me.

Titus 3:5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He 

saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit,

[Ephesians 5:25-26] 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and 

gave Himself for her, 26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by 

the word,



12 He shall purify himself with it on the third day, and on the seventh day he shall be clean: but 

if he purify not himself the third day, then the seventh day he shall not be clean. 13 Whosoever 

toucheth the dead body of any man that is dead, and purifieth not himself, defileth the tabernacle 

of the LORD; and that soul shall be cut off from Israel: because the water of separation was not 

sprinkled upon him, he shall be unclean; his uncleanness [is] yet upon him. 

he that touched a dead body...

He shall purify himself with it on the third day

and purifieth not himself, defileth the tabernacle of the LORD

V14-19 - washing vessels

14 This [is] the law, when a man dieth in a tent: all that come into the tent, and all that [is] in the 

tent, shall be unclean seven days. 15 And every open vessel, which hath no covering bound upon 

it, [is] unclean. 16 And whosoever toucheth one that is slain with a sword in the open fields, or a 

dead body, or a bone of a man, or a grave, shall be unclean seven days. 17 And for an unclean 

[person] they shall take of the ashes of the burnt heifer of purification for sin, and running water 

shall be put thereto in a vessel: 18 And a clean person shall take hyssop, and dip [it] in the water, 

and sprinkle [it] upon the tent, and upon all the vessels, and upon the persons that were there, and 

upon him that touched a bone, or one slain, or one dead, or a grave: 19 And the clean [person] 

shall sprinkle upon the unclean on the third day, and on the seventh day: and on the seventh day 

he shall purify himself, and wash his clothes, and bathe himself in water, and shall be clean at even. 

Everyone and everything that came in to contact with the dead body - would need to be purified 

and washed

For the church...

left everyone on them unclean for 7 days...

and not simply the time would purify him

he needs to be sprinkled with the water of separation

death as a result of sin... 

the effect of sin upon people...

the need to be cleansed to purify himself of the third day...

that soul shall be cut off from Israel

the water of separation was not sprinkled upon him

he shall be unclean; his uncleanness [is] yet upon him

and sprinkle [it] upon the tent, and upon all the vessels, and upon the persons

this would purify the flesh and the dwelling and the vessels that were used in service in daily 

life



V20-22 - death reigned

20 But the man that shall be unclean, and shall not purify himself, that soul shall be cut off from 

among the congregation, because he hath defiled the sanctuary of the LORD: the water of 

separation hath not been sprinkled upon him; he [is] unclean. 21 And it shall be a perpetual 

statute unto them, that he that sprinkleth the water of separation shall wash his clothes; and he 

that toucheth the water of separation shall be unclean until even. 22 And whatsoever the unclean 

[person] toucheth shall be unclean; and the soul that toucheth [it] shall be unclean until even. 

[Rom 5:12-21 KJV] 12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; 

and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 13 (For until the law sin was in the 

world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam 

to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, 

who is the figure of him that was to come. 15 But not as the offence, so also [is] the free gift. 

For if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by 

grace, [which is] by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many. 16 And not as [it was] 

by one that sinned, [so is] the gift: for the judgment [was] by one to condemnation, but the 

free gift [is] of many offences unto justification. 17 For if by one man's offence death reigned 

by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness 

shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.) 18 Therefore as by the offence of one [judgment came] 

upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one [the free gift came] upon 

all men unto justification of life. 19 For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, 

so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous. 20 Moreover the law entered, that 

the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound: 21 That as 

sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life 

by Jesus Christ our Lord.

[Num 20:1-29 KJV] 

V1-5 - died and buried - left thirsty

1 Then came the children of Israel, [even] the whole congregation, into the desert of Zin in the first 

month: and the people abode in Kadesh; and Miriam died there, and was buried there. 2 And 

[Heb 9:13-15 KJV] 13 For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer 

sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: 14 How much more shall the 

blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge 

your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 15 And for this cause he is the 

mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the 

transgressions [that were] under the first testament, they which are called might receive the 

promise of eternal inheritance.



there was no water for the congregation: and they gathered themselves together against Moses 

and against Aaron. 3 And the people chode with Moses, and spake, saying, Would God that we 

had died when our brethren died before the LORD! 4 And why have ye brought up the 

congregation of the LORD into this wilderness, that we and our cattle should die there? 5 And 

wherefore have ye made us to come up out of Egypt, to bring us in unto this evil place? it [is] no 

place of seed, or of figs, or of vines, or of pomegranates; neither [is] there any water to drink. 

and Miriam died there, and was buried there

And there was no water for the congregation

For the church

V6-8 - seeking God when in despair

6 And Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the assembly unto the door of the tabernacle 

of the congregation, and they fell upon their faces: and the glory of the LORD appeared unto 

them. 7 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 8 Take the rod, and gather thou the assembly 

together, thou, and Aaron thy brother, and speak ye unto the rock before their eyes; and it shall 

give forth his water, and thou shalt bring forth to them water out of the rock: so thou shalt give the 

congregation and their beasts drink. 

When tempted... seek the throne...

reminder of death... the sorrow of death... the sting of death

that we and our cattle should die there?

And the people chode with Moses, and spake, 

to complain and contend - to grapple and wrangle - to strive

Exodus 17:2 Wherefore the people did chide with Moses, and said, Give us water that we 

may drink. And Moses said unto them, Why chide ye with me? wherefore do ye tempt the 

LORD?

saying, Would God that we had died when our brethren died before the LORD!

[Rom 6:4 KJV] 4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ 

was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 

newness of life.

[Col 2:12 KJV] 12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with [him] through the 

faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.

[Heb 4:15-16 KJV] 15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the 

feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as [we are, yet] without sin. 16 

Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find 

grace to help in time of need.



V9-13 - that Rock was Christ

9 And Moses took the rod from before the LORD, as he commanded him. 10 And Moses and Aaron 

gathered the congregation together before the rock, and he said unto them, Hear now, ye rebels; 

must we fetch you water out of this rock? 11 And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he 

smote the rock twice: and the water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their 

beasts [also]. 12 And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed me not, to 

sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this congregation 

into the land which I have given them. 13 This [is] the water of Meribah; because the children of 

Israel strove with the LORD, and he was sanctified in them. 

Moses did not follow the instructions to speak to the Rock...

Because ye believed me not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel

This [is] the water of Meribah; because the children of Israel strove with the LORD, and he was 

sanctified in them. 

Jesus is the fountain of life...

In His 1st coming - Israel rejected their own Messiah and He was crucified - It will not be until His 

second coming that they will recognize Him and receive Him - right now their eyes are blinded...

Hear now, ye rebels

Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smote the rock twice

[1Co 10:4-5 KJV] 4 And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual 

Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ. 5 But with many of them God was not well 

pleased: for they were overthrown in the wilderness.

Moses made God look like them - in the way that he struck the Rock twice...

God is holy - separate from sinners... 

and he was sanctified in them

the Rock is Christ...

the grace at the Rock - the people strove with the LORD

they contended with God... the tempted Christ...

and yet... the water came out abundantly

John 7:37-39 - He must be crucified and glorified

the Rock was struck the 1st time (Exodus 17)

now the instruction is speak to the Rock - confess Christ - ask for life and He will give it...

[Jhn 4:10 KJV] 10 Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who 

it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have 

given thee living water.



Our Application:

[Zec 12:10 KJV] 10 And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they 

have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for [his] only [son], and shall be 

in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for [his] firstborn.

[Zec 13:1 KJV] 1 In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness.

This is our "clean living"1.

[Jas 4:8 KJV] 8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse [your] hands, 

[ye] sinners; and purify [your] hearts, [ye] double minded.

1.

Continue in the word to follow Jesus2.

He washes - He sanctifies - He cleanses1.

[Eph 5:26 KJV] 26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by 

the word,

1.

[Jhn 17:17 KJV] 17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.2.

There is a fountain of Life - the Holy Spirit Baptism and fullness3.

Come and be filled 1.

the fruit of the Holy Spirit is love2.

Endure temptation4.

proper view of I will be tempted to not trust in beleive in Christ Jesus1.

there is a way of escape2.

temptation is not sin3.

[1 Cor 10: 12-13] 12 Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. 13 

There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God [is] faithful, 

who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation 

also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear [it].

4.


