
Numbers 20-21 - "Faith in the Wilderness"

pleasing God -  or Myod???

[Col 1:9-12 KJV] 9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard [it], do not cease to pray for you, 

and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual 

understanding; 10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in 

every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 Strengthened with all might, 

according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness; 12 

Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the 

saints in light:

[Num 20:14-29 KJV] 

V14-17 - seeking help

14 And Moses sent messengers from Kadesh unto the king of Edom, Thus saith thy brother Israel, 

Thou knowest all the travail that hath befallen us: 15 How our fathers went down into Egypt, and 

we have dwelt in Egypt a long time; and the Egyptians vexed us, and our fathers: 16 And when we 

cried unto the LORD, he heard our voice, and sent an angel, and hath brought us forth out of 

Egypt: and, behold, we [are] in Kadesh, a city in the uttermost of thy border: 17 Let us pass, I pray 

thee, through thy country: we will not pass through the fields, or through the vineyards, neither will 

we drink [of] the water of the wells: we will go by the king's [high] way, we will not turn to the right 

hand nor to the left, until we have passed thy borders. 

Edom - Esaú - Jacob's twin brother...

[1Co 10:4-6, 9 KJV] 4 And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual 

Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ. 5 But with many of them God was not well 

pleased: for they were overthrown in the wilderness. 6 Now these things were our 

examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted. ... 9 Neither 

let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents.

[Heb 11:1, 6 KJV] 1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 

seen. ... 6 But without faith [it is] impossible to please [him]: for he that cometh to God 

must believe that he is, and [that] he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

Plea for help... 

travail and vexed - the evil the trouble that Israel faced

Let us pass through your territory



the trouble in this world - the evil that others have done and will do...

V18-22 - refused 

18 And Edom said unto him, Thou shalt not pass by me, lest I come out against thee with the 

sword. 19 And the children of Israel said unto him, We will go by the high way: and if I and my cattle 

drink of thy water, then I will pay for it: I will only, without [doing] any thing [else], go through on my 

feet. 20 And he said, Thou shalt not go through. And Edom came out against him with much 

people, and with a strong hand. 21 Thus Edom refused to give Israel passage through his border: 

wherefore Israel turned away from him. 22 And the children of Israel, [even] the whole 

congregation, journeyed from Kadesh, and came unto mount Hor. 

Refused passage

V23-29 - Aaron died

23 And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron in mount Hor, by the coast of the land of Edom, 

saying, 24 Aaron shall be gathered unto his people: for he shall not enter into the land which I have 

given unto the children of Israel, because ye rebelled againqst my word at the water of Meribah. 25 

Take Aaron and Eleazar his son, and bring them up unto mount Hor: 26 And strip Aaron of his 

garments, and put them upon Eleazar his son: and Aaron shall be gathered [unto his people], and 

shall die there. 27 And Moses did as the LORD commanded: and they went up into mount Hor in 

the sight of all the congregation. 28 And Moses stripped Aaron of his garments, and put them 

upon Eleazar his son; and Aaron died there in the top of the mount: and Moses and Eleazar came 

down from the mount. 29 And when all the congregation saw that Aaron was dead, they mourned 

for Aaron thirty days, [even] all the house of Israel.

[Jhn 16:33 KJV] 33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In 

the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.

Israel turned away

[Galatians 5:1-10] 1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, 

and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. 2 Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye 

be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing. 3 For I testify again to every man that is 

circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law. 4 Christ is become of no effect unto you, 

whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace. 5 For we through the Spirit 

wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. 6 For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth 

any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love. 7 Ye did run well; who did 

hinder you that ye should not obey the truth? 8 This persuasion cometh not of him that 

calleth you. 9 A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. 10 I have confidence in you through 

the Lord, that ye will be none otherwise minded: but he that troubleth you shall bear his 

judgment, whosoever he be.



He cannot not continue as high priest...

Jesus our High priest - lives forever as a minister of the "new covenant" 

[Num 21:1-35 KJV] 

v1-3 - should we fight for what is right?

1 And [when] king Arad the Canaanite, which dwelt in the south, heard tell that Israel came by the 

way of the spies; then he fought against Israel, and took [some] of them prisoners. 2 And 

Israel vowed a vow unto the LORD, and said, If thou wilt indeed deliver this people into my hand, 

then I will utterly destroy their cities. 3 And the LORD hearkened to the voice of Israel, and 

delivered up the Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them and their cities: and he called the 

name of the place Hormah. 

then he fought against Israel, and took [some] of them prisoners

Learn the warfare - Learn the weapons

V4-5 - impatient

4 And they journeyed from mount Hor by the way of the Red sea, to compass the land of Edom: 

and the soul of the people was much discouraged because of the way. 5 And the people spake 

against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 

Because of sin... because of death...

Eleazar his son clothed to be the high priest...

Hebrews 7:23 And they truly were many priests, because they were not suffered to continue 

by reason of death:

[Hebrews 7:25-26] 25 Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come 

unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. 26 For such an high 

priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher 

than the heavens;

1 Timothy 6:12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also 

called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses.

[2Co 10:3-6 KJV] 3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 4 (For the 

weapons of our warfare [are] not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of 

strong holds;) 5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against 

the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 6 

And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled.

shield of faith...

weapon of prayer...



wilderness? for [there is] no bread, neither [is there any] water; and our soul loatheth this light 

bread. 

the soul of the people was much discouraged because of the way

1 Cor 10:9 Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of 

serpents.

V6-9 - as the serpent was lifted up

6 And the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and much people 

of Israel died. 7 Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have 

spoken against the LORD, and against thee; pray unto the LORD, that he take away the serpents 

from us. And Moses prayed for the people. 8 And the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery 

serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when 

he looketh upon it, shall live. 9 And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it 

came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived. 

Did God bring the people out into the wilderness to kill them? Did God lead them the long way 

around in order that they may fail and stumble and suffer and die? 

the Hebrew word for "reaped" - shortened...

they got short with God's leading them the long way around

[Exo 17:1-7 KJV] 1 And all the congregation of the children of Israel journeyed from the 

wilderness of Sin, after their journeys, according to the commandment of the LORD, and 

pitched in Rephidim: and [there was] no water for the people to drink. 2 Wherefore the 

people did chide with Moses, and said, Give us water that we may drink. And Moses said unto 

them, Why chide ye with me? wherefore do ye tempt the LORD? 3 And the people thirsted 

there for water; and the people murmured against Moses, and said, Wherefore [is] this [that] 

thou hast brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our cattle with thirst? 4 

And Moses cried unto the LORD, saying, What shall I do unto this people? they be almost 

ready to stone me. 5 And the LORD said unto Moses, Go on before the people, and take with 

thee of the elders of Israel; and thy rod, wherewith thou smotest the river, take in thine hand, 

and go. 6 Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb; and thou shalt smite 

the rock, and there shall come water out of it, that the people may drink. And Moses did so in 

the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 And he called the name of the place Massah, and Meribah, 

because of the chiding of the children of Israel, and because they tempted the LORD, 

saying, Is the LORD among us, or not?



How can faith save a man? - look to the One on the cross - And Live!!!!

V10-15 - moving on from failure in sin

10 And the children of Israel set forward, and pitched in Oboth. 11 And they journeyed from Oboth, 

and pitched at Ijeabarim, in the wilderness which [is] before Moab, toward the sunrising. 12 From 

thence they removed, and pitched in the valley of Zared. 13 From thence they removed, and 

pitched on the other side of Arnon, which [is] in the wilderness that cometh out of the coasts of 

the Amorites: for Arnon [is] the border of Moab, between Moab and the Amorites. 14 Wherefore it 

is said in the book of the wars of the LORD, What he did in the Red sea, and in the brooks of Arnon, 

15 And at the stream of the brooks that goeth down to the dwelling of Ar, and lieth upon the border 

of Moab. 

they moved on from and unto...

V16 - 20 - the well

16 And from thence [they went] to Beer: that [is] the well whereof the LORD spake unto Moses, 

Gather the people together, and I will give them water. 17 Then Israel sang this song, Spring 

up, O well; sing ye unto it: 18 The princes digged the well, the nobles of the people digged it, by 

[the direction of] the lawgiver, with their staves. And from the wilderness [they went] to Mattanah: 

19 And from Mattanah to Nahaliel: and from Nahaliel to Bamoth: 20 And from Bamoth [in] the 

valley, that [is] in the country of Moab, to the top of Pisgah, which looketh toward Jeshimon. 

They come to the place of well that the Lord provided for them - the come now changed...

[Jhn 3:14-17 KJV] 14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the 

Son of man be lifted up: 15 That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 

eternal life. 16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 

whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 17 For God sent not 

his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.

[Gal 2:20 KJV] 20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 

me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 

me, and gave himself for me.

from the place where they tempted Christ - does He save? can He save? will He condemn?

Oboth - meaning "waterskins"

Ijeabarim - "ruins of Abarim" - ruins of "many passing throughs"

Zared - "exuberant in growth"

to the Arnon river... border of Moab...

singing songs... the joy of salvation...

leaders leading into the work... what God has given the church...

receiving the direction - from the Lawgiver - submitted unto the word of God...



This took 38 years...

Our Application:

[Deu 2:14-15 KJV] 14 And the space in which we came from Kadeshbarnea, until we were 

come over the brook Zered, [was] thirty and eight years; until all the generation of the men of 

war were wasted out from among the host, as the LORD sware unto them. 15 For indeed the 

hand of the LORD was against them, to destroy them from among the host, until they were 

consumed.

learn to not tempt Christ but trust Him...1.

this is the essential truth in the warfare of life..1.

the helmet of salvation....2.

He will not forsake you...3.

trusting in Jesus Christ...4.

continue in the faith...2.

there is always another side to the trial1.

learn to count it joy when you fall into diverse temptations...2.

not moved away from the hope of gospel3.

crucified with Christ... (Gal 2:20)4.

restored to joy - singing songs....3.

the well of the Holy Spirit - springing up with in us1.

filled with the Holy Ghost2.

Prepared for Jesus...4.

ready... for every good work increasing the knowledge of Jesus1.

through the wilderness...2.


