
Numbers 21-22 - "Opposition in the Wilderness"
[Eph 6:17 KJV] 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word 

of God:

the effectiveness of the study of the wilderness

These things I need to learn...

[1Co 10:6-13 KJV] 

6 Now these things were our examples, to the intent 

take heed to what you hear - Mark 4:24

take heed to how you hear - Luke 8:18

The Word of God...

[Num 21:21-35 KJV] 

V21-25 - opposed by Sihon

21 And Israel sent messengers unto Sihon king of the Amorites, saying, 22Let me pass through 

thy land: we will not turn into the fields, or into the vineyards; we will not drink [of] the waters of 

the well: [but] we will go along by the king's [high] way, until we be past thy borders. 23 And Sihon 

to learn what we need to learn as we follow Jesus Christ

that we don't sin in unbelief - in departing the living God

we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted. 7 1.

Neither be ye idolaters, as [were] some of them; as it is written, The people sat down to eat 

and drink, and rose up to play. 8 

2.

Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them committed, and fell in one day three and 

twenty thousand. 9 

3.

Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents. 

10 

4.

Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer. 11 

Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our 

admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. 

5.

12 Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. 6.

13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God [is] faithful, 

who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also 

make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear [it].

7.



would not suffer Israel to pass through his border: but Sihon gathered all his people together, and 

went out against Israel into the wilderness: and he came to Jahaz, and fought against Israel. 24 

And Israel smote him with the edge of the sword, and possessed his land from Arnon unto 

Jabbok, even unto the children of Ammon: for the border of the children of Ammon [was] strong. 

25 And Israel took all these cities: and Israel dwelt in all the cities of the Amorites, in 

Heshbon, and in all the villages thereof.

Living as sojourners -  Let me pass through thy land

Living in this world - following Jesus Christ - walking in His ways - passing through this world...

V26-31 - more than conquerors

 26 For Heshbon [was] the city of Sihon the king of the Amorites, who had fought against the 

former king of Moab, and taken all his land out of his hand, even unto Arnon. 27 Wherefore they 

that speak in proverbs say, Come into Heshbon, let the city of Sihon be built and prepared: 28 For 

there is a fire gone out of Heshbon, a flame from the city of Sihon: it hath consumed Ar of Moab, 

[and] the lords of the high places of Arnon. 29 Woe to thee, Moab! thou art undone, O people of 

Chemosh: he hath given his sons that escaped, and his daughters, into captivity unto Sihon king of 

the Amorites. 30 We have shot at them; Heshbon is perished even unto Dibon, and we have laid 

them waste even unto Nophah, which [reacheth] unto Medeba. 31 Thus Israel dwelt in the land of 

Sihon would not suffer Israel to pass through

but Sihon gathered all his people together, and went out against Israel into the wilderness

and fought against Israel...

direct opposition - come out to fight... 

And Israel smote him with the edge of the sword

Living as sojourners - pilgrims - strangers - citizens of heaven - waiting for out eternal glory

We will face opposition - the thief - the one come to steal, to destroy, to kill

persecutions

afflictions

tribulations

necessities

distresses

tumults

[1Pe 5:8-10 KJV] 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 

walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: 9 Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing 

that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world. 10 But 

the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye 

have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle [you].

Satan uses people to bring direct opposition into our lives...

our weapon of choice  - the word of God...



the Amorites. 32 And Moses sent to spy out Jaazer, and they took the villages thereof, and drove 

out the Amorites that [were] there. 

Thus Israel dwelt in the land of the Amorites

V33-35 - the giant, too!

33 And they turned and went up by the way of Bashan: and Og the king of Bashan went out 

against them, he, and all his people, to the battle at Edrei. 34 And the LORD said unto Moses, Fear 

him not: for I have delivered him into thy hand, and all his people, and his land; and thou shalt do to 

him as thou didst unto Sihon king of the Amorites, which dwelt at Heshbon. 35 So they smote 

him, and his sons, and all his people, until there was none left him alive: and they possessed 

his land.

Og the king of Bashan went out against them

[Num 22:1-41 KJV] 

V1-6 - the hidden war

1 And the children of Israel set forward, and pitched in the plains of Moab on this side Jordan [by] 

Jericho. 2 And Balak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites. 3 And Moab 

was sore afraid of the people, because they [were] many: and Moab was distressed because of the 

children of Israel. 4 And Moab said unto the elders of Midian, Now shall this company lick up all 

[that are] round about us, as the ox licketh up the grass of the field. And Balak the son of Zippor 

[was] king of the Moabites at that time. 5 He sent messengers therefore unto Balaam the son of 

Beor to Pethor, which [is] by the river of the land of the children of his people, to call him, saying, 

[2Co 2:14-17 KJV] 14 Now thanks [be] unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in 

Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. 15 For we 

are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish: 16 To 

the one [we are] the savour of death unto death; and to the other the savour of life unto 

life. And who [is] sufficient for these things? 17 For we are not as many, which corrupt the 

word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ.

more battles - more opposition

Fear him not - Fear him not: for I have delivered him into thy hand

[Deu 3:11, 21-22 KJV] 11 For only Og king of Bashan remained of the remnant of 

giants; behold, his bedstead [was] a bedstead of iron; [is] it not in Rabbath of the 

children of Ammon? nine cubits [was] the length thereof, and four cubits the breadth of 

it, after the cubit of a man. ... 21 And I commanded Joshua at that time, saying, Thine 

eyes have seen all that the LORD your God hath done unto these two kings: so shall the 

LORD do unto all the kingdoms whither thou passest. 22 Ye shall not fear them: for the 

LORD your God he shall fight for you.



Behold, there is a people come out from Egypt: behold, they cover the face of the earth, and they 

abide over against me: 6 Come now therefore, I pray thee, curse me this people; for they [are] too 

mighty for me: peradventure I shall prevail, [that] we may smite them, and [that] I may drive them 

out of the land: for I wot that he whom thou blessest [is] blessed, and he whom thou cursest is 

cursed. 

calling for Balaam to come and curse Israel

Come now therefore, I pray thee, curse me this people; for they [are] too mighty for me: 

peradventure I shall prevail, [that] we may smite them, and [that] I may drive them out of the land: 

for I wot that he whom thou blessest [is] blessed, and he whom thou cursest is cursed

V7-14 - certain men 

7 And the elders of Moab and the elders of Midian departed with the rewards of divination in their 

hand; and they came unto Balaam, and spake unto him the words of Balak. 8 And he said unto 

them, Lodge here this night, and I will bring you word again, as the LORD shall speak unto me: 

and the princes of Moab abode with Balaam. 9 And God came unto Balaam, and said, What men 

[are] these with thee? 10 And Balaam said unto God, Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, hath 

sent unto me, [saying], 11 Behold, [there is] a people come out of Egypt, which covereth the face 

of the earth: come now, curse me them; peradventure I shall be able to overcome them, and drive 

them out. 12 And God said unto Balaam, Thou shalt not go with them; thou shalt not curse the 

people: for they [are] blessed. 13 And Balaam rose up in the morning, and said unto the princes of 

Balak, Get you into your land: for the LORD refuseth to give me leave to go with you. 14 And the 

princes of Moab rose up, and they went unto Balak, and said, Balaam refuseth to come with us. 

the drawing away from the word of God...

the "new hire" in the wilderness

and they abide over against me

[Deu 23:4 KJV] 4 Because they met you not with bread and with water in the way, when 

ye came forth out of Egypt; and because they hired against thee Balaam the son of 

Beor of Pethor of Mesopotamia, to curse thee.

[Jos 24:9 KJV] 9 Then Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, arose and warred against 

Israel, and sent and called Balaam the son of Beor to curse you:

fighting against the word of God?

[Gen 12:3 KJV] 3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and 

in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.

this request of Balak is in direct opposition to the word of God...

peradventure I shall prevail

it begins with the rewards of divination...

another name for wages of unrighteousness... (2 Peter 2:15)



Balaam has knowledge of the LORD

And Balaam said...

V15-21 - more honor - more money

15 And Balak sent yet again princes, more, and more honourable than they. 16 And they came to 

Balaam, and said to him, Thus saith Balak the son of Zippor, Let nothing, I pray thee, hinder thee 

from coming unto me: 17 For I will promote thee unto very great honour, and I will do whatsoever 

thou sayest unto me: come therefore, I pray thee, curse me this people. 18 And Balaam answered 

and said unto the servants of Balak, If Balak would give me his house full of silver and gold, I 

cannot go beyond the word of the LORD my God,to do less or more. 19 Now therefore, I pray you, 

tarry ye also here this night, that I may know what the LORD will say unto me more. 20 And God 

came unto Balaam at night, and said unto him, If the men come to call thee, rise up, [and] go 

with them; but yet the word which I shall say unto thee, that shalt thou do. 21 And Balaam 

rose up in the morning, and saddled his ass, and went with the princes of Moab. 

We will give you a book deal - we will even publish a bible with Your commentary in it... we will 

make your name great... and you will be rich... 

more or less... close enough? 

the exactness of the Word of God - And God... said

and I will bring you word again, as the LORD shall speak unto me

And God said unto Balaam, Thou shalt not go with them; thou shalt not curse the people: for 

they [are] blessed

testing the spirits... this is what God's word says...

for the LORD refuseth to give me leave to go with you

seems his desire is to go...

I cannot go beyond the word of the LORD my God, to do less or more

that I may know what the LORD will say unto me more

If the men come to call thee, rise up, [and] go with them; but yet the word which I shall 

say unto thee, that shalt thou do

[Jas 1:21-25 KJV] 21 Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and 

receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. 22 But be ye 

doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. 23 For if any be a hearer 

of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: 24 For 

he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man 

he was. 25 But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth [therein], he 

being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.



V22-34 - God! - Get out of my way!!!!

22 And God's anger was kindled because he went: and the angel of the LORD stood in the way for 

an adversary against him. Now he was riding upon his ass, and his two servants [were] with him. 

23 And the ass saw the angel of the LORD standing in the way, and his sword drawn in his hand: 

and the ass turned aside out of the way, and went into the field: and Balaam smote the ass, to 

turn her into the way. 24 But the angel of the LORD stood in a path of the vineyards, a wall 

[being] on this side, and a wall on that side. 25 And when the ass saw the angel of the LORD, she 

thrust herself unto the wall, and crushed Balaam's foot against the wall: and he smote her again. 

26 And the angel of the LORD went further, and stood in a narrow place, where [was] no way to 

turn either to the right hand or to the left. 27 And when the ass saw the angel of the LORD, she fell 

down under Balaam: and Balaam's anger was kindled, and he smote the ass with a staff. 28 And 

the LORD opened the mouth of the ass, and she said unto Balaam, What have I done unto thee, 

that thou hast smitten me these three times? 29 And Balaam said unto the ass, Because thou 

hast mocked me: I would there were a sword in mine hand, for now would I kill thee. 30 And the ass 

said unto Balaam, [Am] not I thine ass, upon which thou hast ridden ever since [I was] thine unto 

this day? was I ever wont to do so unto thee? And he said, Nay. 31 Then the LORD opened the eyes 

of Balaam, and he saw the angel of the LORD standing in the way, and his sword drawn in his hand: 

and he bowed down his head, and fell flat on his face. 32 And the angel of the LORD said unto him, 

Wherefore hast thou smitten thine ass these three times? behold, I went out to withstand thee, 

because [thy] way is perverse before me: 33 And the ass saw me, and turned from me these three 

times: unless she had turned from me, surely now also I had slain thee, and saved her alive. 34 And 

Balaam said unto the angel of the LORD, I have sinned; for I knew not that thou stoodest in the way 

against me: now therefore, if it displease thee, I will get me back again. 

Balaam's way found to be fighting against God...

What is repentance - change of mind that leads to a change of actions - turning out of the way

He that has ears, let him hear what the Sprit says unto the churches...

the angel of the LORD standing in the way

his life saved by the donkey - that he beat and would have killed

Then the LORD opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of the LORD standing in 

the way, and his sword drawn in his hand

behold, I went out to withstand thee, because [thy] way is perverse before me

turned aside out of the way

 to turn her into the way

no way to turn either to the right hand or to the left

I have sinned; for I knew not that thou stoodest in the way against me



V35-41 - only the word

35 And the angel of the LORD said unto Balaam, Go with the men: but only the word that I shall 

speak unto thee, that thou shalt speak. So Balaam went with the princes of Balak. 36 And when 

Balak heard that Balaam was come, he went out to meet him unto a city of Moab, which [is] in the 

border of Arnon, which [is] in the utmost coast. 37 And Balak said unto Balaam, Did I not earnestly 

send unto thee to call thee? wherefore camest thou not unto me? am I not able indeed to promote 

thee to honour? 38 And Balaam said unto Balak, Lo, I am come unto thee: have I now any power at 

all to say any thing? the word that God putteth in my mouth, that shall I speak. 39 And Balaam 

went with Balak, and they came unto Kirjathhuzoth. 40 And Balak offered oxen and sheep, and 

sent to Balaam, and to the princes that [were] with him. 41 And it came to pass on the morrow, that 

Balak took Balaam, and brought him up into the high places of Baal, that thence he might see the 

utmost [part] of the people.

Balaam - can he come to church?

[Rev 2:12-17 KJV] 12 And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things saith he 

which hath the sharp sword with two edges; 13 I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, 

[even] where Satan's seat [is]: and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, 

even in those days wherein Antipas [was] my faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where 

Satan dwelleth. 14 But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them 

that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the 

children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication. 15 So 

hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate. 16 Repent; or 

else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth. 17 

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that 

overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the 

stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth [it].



Our Application:

[2Pe 2:12-20 KJV] 12 But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, 

speak evil of the things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own 

corruption; 13 And shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, [as] they that count it 

pleasure to riot in the day time. Spots [they are] and blemishes, sporting themselves with 

their own deceivings while they feast with you; 14 Having eyes full of adultery, and that 

cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable souls: an heart they have exercised with covetous 

practices; cursed children: 15 Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, 

following the way of Balaam [the son] of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; 16 

But was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man's voice forbad the madness 

of the prophet. 17 These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to 

whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever. 18 For when they speak great swelling 

[words] of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, [through much] wantonness, 

those that were clean escaped from them who live in error. 19 While they promise them 

liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of 

the same is he brought in bondage. 20 For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the 

world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled 

therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning.

You will be opposed1.

you will be tempted1.

your faith must be proved2.

trust in the word of God3.

take heed to the word of God - to hear, to do, to follow4.

resist the devil - there is a spiritual warfare2.

weaponize 1.

2 cor 101.

eph 62.

Balaam - spiritual judgment3.

doctrine1.

ways2.

unrighteousness3.


