
Numbers 25 - "Stumbled in the Wilderness"

[1Co 10:11 KJV] 11 Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written 

for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.

This could happen to me...

They will be marked by a rise of deception and false teaching and lies and trouble

[Num 25:1-18 KJV] 

V1-3 - stumblingblock

1 And Israel abode in Shittim, and the people began to commit whoredom with the daughters of 

Moab. 2 And they called the people unto the sacrifices of their gods: and the people did eat, and 

bowed down to their gods. 3 And Israel joined himself unto Baalpeor: and the anger of the LORD 

was kindled against Israel. 

the people began to commit whoredom with the daughters of Moab

living in the last days - these things were written for our learning and our admonition

we need to take heed to the things we hear...

learning from Israel - as they stumbled in their "last days" in the wilderness

that we wouldn't fall into their example of unbelief and disobedience...

convince yourself of this truth...

I am susceptible to the same temptation that is common to all mankind

be careful that you are not tripped up when we are so close to the end

we are living in the last days...

we need to listen to the warnings in the word of God

that we would be kept

that we would see the  trouble that is coming and avoid it

[Rev 2:14 KJV] 14 But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that 

hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children 

of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication.

ensnared, stumbled, tripped up, fell, yielded... 

stumblingblock - in Greek - "skandolon" - it is the trigger, the snare of the trap, to which the 

bait has been attached...

from the root word - "kamptō" - meaning to bow down



and bowed down to their gods

false doctrine (doctrine of demons) philosophies of men... any other spirits... 

And Israel joined himself unto Baalpeor

and the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel

A Word to the church...

V4-5 - do not despise correction

seduced by the women sent to trip them up and cause them bow down

the snare, the stumbling, the sin of disobedience...

sent by the enemy to worship other gods

is yoked together with fornication - harlotry - whoredom

1Ti 1:3 NKJV] 3 As I urged you when I went into Macedonia--remain in Ephesus that you may 

charge some that they teach no other doctrine,

[1Ti 4:1-2 KJV] 1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart 

from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 2 Speaking lies in 

hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron;

[2Ti 4:3 KJV] 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after 

their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;

joined - tsaw-mad' - Hebrew 

STRONGS H6775: 

 verb bind, join (Arabic  bind, wind, specifically of girl with two lovers ; fasten [צַָמד] †
(cattle) to yoke Dozy, bdb085502 yoke, Id.; Assyrian ṣamâdu, bind, harness, so Ethiopic 

bdb085503 and III. be attached, attach oneself, specifically be (religiously) devoted; 

Aramaic צְַמד, bdb085504, bind); 
Israel has two lovers - God and Baalpeor

God's response...

He is a jealous God

His anger - His "nostrils" His face... 

kindled -  from God, who is not soon angry...

He is hot - He is burning against Irael

[2Co 11:2-4 KJV] 2 For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to 

one husband, that I may present [you as] a chaste virgin to Christ. 3 But I fear, lest by any 

means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted 

from the simplicity that is in Christ. 4 For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom 

we have not preached, or [if] ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another 

gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with [him].



4 And the LORD said unto Moses, Take all the heads of the people, and hang them up before the 

LORD against the sun, that the fierce anger of the LORD may be turned away from Israel. 5 And 

Moses said unto the judges of Israel, Slay ye every one his men that were joined unto Baalpeor. 

Take all the heads of the people, and hang them up before the LORD against the sun

Here's the command given in the Word of God to His church

V6-8 - open rebellion

6 And, behold, one of the children of Israel came and brought unto his brethren a Midianitish 

woman in the sight of Moses, and in the sight of all the congregation of the children of Israel, who 

[were] weeping [before] the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 7 And when Phinehas, the 

son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw [it], he rose up from among the congregation, and 

took a javelin in his hand; 8 And he went after the man of Israel into the tent, and thrust both of 

them through, the man of Israel, and the woman through her belly. So the plague was stayed from 

the children of Israel. 9 And those that died in the plague were twenty and four thousand. 

the children of Israel, who [were] weeping [before] the door of the tabernacle of the congregation

the sin is in the leaders (elders) of the people 

exposing their sin with what they have done

this is of God to bring this into the light and hang them up as an example to all

Slay ye every one his men that were joined unto Baalpeor

cutoff all those who sinned in this matter by joining themselves to worship false gods

[2Co 6:14-16 KJV] 14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what 

fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with 

darkness? 15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth 

with an infidel? 16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the 

temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in [them]; and I will 

be their God, and they shall be my people.

we have to put away from among our selves - the sin of unbelief - the practices that are 

contrary to the teachings of Jesus Christ...

tears of repentance...

Godly sorrow that worketh repentance

[2Co 7:10-11 KJV] 10 For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be 

repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death. 11 For behold this selfsame 

thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what carefulness it wrought in you, yea, [what] 

clearing of yourselves, yea, [what] indignation, yea, [what] fear, yea, [what] vehement 

desire, yea, [what] zeal, yea, [what] revenge! In all [things] ye have approved yourselves 

to be clear in this matter.



Human shish kabob

So the plague was stayed from the children of Israel

take heed to yourselves...

V10-13 - faithful minister

10 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 11 Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the 

priest, hath turned my wrath away from the children of Israel, while he was zealous for my sake 

among them, that I consumed not the children of Israel in my jealousy. 12 Wherefore say, Behold, I 

give unto him my covenant of peace: 13 And he shall have it, and his seed after him, [even] the 

covenant of an everlasting priesthood; because he was zealous for his God, and made an 

atonement for the children of Israel. 

Phinehas - son of the high priest - his name meaning "mouth of brass"

His future in ministry

Phinehas - rose up - and did what God had commanded to do

He took a javelin in his hand and thrust both of them through

[Heb 12:5 KJV] 5 And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto 

children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art 

rebuked of him:

God in His anger sent forth a judgment and a plague was killing those of Israel

24,000 people - this sin killed this many people...

[Deu 11:16 KJV] 16 Take heed to yourselves, that your heart be not deceived, and ye turn 

aside, and serve other gods, and worship them;

[Jos 23:11 KJV] 11 Take good heed therefore unto yourselves, that ye love the LORD your 

God.

[Luk 17:3 KJV] 3 Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; 

and if he repent, forgive him.

[Luk 21:34 KJV] 34 And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be 

overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and [so] that day come 

upon you unawares.

He stops the plagu - zealous for the LORD

understood the anger of the LORD and His jealusy

He turned away God's wrath...

He made atonement 

an everlasting covenant



V14-18 - bad example

14 Now the name of the Israelite that was slain, [even] that was slain with the Midianitish woman, 

[was] Zimri, the son of Salu, a prince of a chief house among the Simeonites. 15 And the name of 

the Midianitish woman that was slain [was] Cozbi, the daughter of Zur; he [was] head over a 

people, [and] of a chief house in Midian. 16 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 17 Vex the 

Midianites, and smite them: 18 For they vex you with their wiles, wherewith they have beguiled 

you in the matter of Peor, and in the matter of Cozbi, the daughter of a prince of Midian, their 

sister, which was slain in the day of the plague for Peor's sake.

the names of those in open rebellion

The enemies of God...

For the church... the putting on of the armor...

[Num 31:6 KJV] 6 And Moses sent them to the war, a thousand of [every] tribe, them and 

Phinehas[H6372] the son of Eleazar the priest, to the war, with the holy instruments, and the 

trumpets to blow in his hand.

[Jos 22:30 KJV] 30 And when Phinehas[H6372] the priest, and the princes of the 

congregation and heads of the thousands of Israel which [were] with him, heard the words 

that the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the children of Manasseh spake, it 

pleased them.

[Jdg 20:28 KJV] 28 And Phinehas,[H6372] the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, stood before 

it in those days,) saying, Shall I yet again go out to battle against the children of Benjamin my 

brother, or shall I cease? And the LORD said, Go up; for to morrow I will deliver them into 

thine hand.

sinning even after it has been exposed...

Zimri and Cozbi of the Midianites

leaders of both peoples... 

vex them... for they vex you...

vex - "tsaw-rar" -  to distress - to narrow - bind...

aware of the devices (wiles and beguiled)

the wiles of the devil..

[Eph 6:11-12 KJV] 11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand 

against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 

principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against 

spiritual wickedness in high [places].

[2Co 2:11 KJV] 11 Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his 

devices.



Our Application:

[2Co 4:4 KJV] 4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which 

believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should 

shine unto them.

Hold to the importance of the doctrine of Christ1.

the early church put this into practice - Acts 2:42 1.

all the letters to the churches2.

the teachings of Jesus3.

NO OTHER DOCTRINE ALLOWED4.

Be Aware of the Snare2.

This is the nature of temptation...1.

it is hidden and put into your path to trip you up2.

there are temptations that the devil prepares to draw you away3.

he will do everything to ensnare you 1.

always seeking to get you to bow down to Him2.

learn from Jesus as he was tempted in the wilderness3.

Get Back Up3.

receive correction willingly from the Lord1.

when you have sinned - confess it unto the Lord and be cleansed and forgiven2.

get back to the walk of righteousness3.

Take heed to the Word of God4.


