
Numbers 30-31 "Not Overcome in the
Wilderness"

We arrive at this study having given ourselves to the biblical understanding of the things we are to 

learn from the children of Israel from their rebellion and disobedience and hardness of heart during 

their wandering through the wilderness. That we would not fall after their example of unbelief 

doing the same sins - not trusting, believing, or following the Lord... (1 Corinthians 11)

The time and temptations in the wilderness is long and difficult - the way marked by sin and death 

of others... the complaining and fornicating and rebelling against the direct commands of God... 

waiting for the rebellious generation to die off before entering into the promises of God...

For the generation that will enter in... having seen and heard and learned... how will they live when 

God brings them into their inheritance? Will they win or lose?

How will we live as followers of Jesus Christ? having believed and received the truth of the gospel - 

having been born again in Jesus... how we we live in this promise of the inheritance of eternal life? 

will we win or lose?

Romans 12:21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

[Num 30:1-16 KJV] 

V1-2 - vows and oaths

1 And Moses spake unto the heads of the tribes concerning the children of Israel, saying, This [is] 

the thing which the LORD hath commanded. 2 If a man vow a vow unto the LORD, or swear an 

oath to bind his soul with a bond; he shall not break his word, he shall do according to all that 

proceedeth out of his mouth. 

The evil of not keeping a vow... If a man

Vows

Vengeance

Victory

[Deu 23:21-22 KJV] 21 When thou shalt vow a vow unto the LORD thy God, thou shalt 

not slack to pay it: for the LORD thy God will surely require it of thee; and it would be sin 

in thee. 22 But if thou shalt forbear to vow, it shall be no sin in thee.



or swear an oath to bind his soul 

[Psa 66:13-14 KJV] 13 I will go into thy house with burnt offerings: I will pay thee my vows, 14 

Which my lips have uttered, and my mouth hath spoken, when I was in trouble.

a vow of separation - consecration...

there is a corresponding sacrifice (offering) with the vow - that it was taken unto the 

LORD - that one would appear before the LORD and offer that sacrifice and fulfil what 

was vowed

he shall not break his word

he shall do according to all that proceedeth out of his mouth

[Heb 6:16 KJV] 16 For men verily swear by the greater: and an oath for confirmation [is] 

to them an end of all strife.

confirming by oath to uphold the constitution for elected officers...

confirming by oath to speak the truth as a witness...

especially when witnessing against the soul of another - binding one's soul to speak 

the truth...

every agreement and contract has its root in the "swearing an oath" - seeking a greater 

authority to hold the other party to the terms...

Jacob - fleeing away from Esau - to secure His return and provision... [Gen 28:20-22 KJV] 20 

And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, 

and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, 21 So that I come again to my father's 

house in peace; then shall the LORD be my God: 22 And this stone, which I have set [for] a 

pillar, shall be God's house: and of all that thou shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto 

thee.

the men on the ship with Jonah - to save their lives... [Jon 1:16 KJV] 16 Then the men feared 

the LORD exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice unto the LORD, and made vows.

how many men and women have uttered vows unto God to deliver them from ______?

the Preacher - Solomon - [Ecc 5:4-5 KJV] 4 When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer 

not to pay it; for [he hath] no pleasure in fools: pay that which thou hast vowed. 5 Better 

[is it] that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and not pay.

the "Nazarite Vow" - [Num 6:2, 5, 21 KJV] 2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say 

unto them, When either man or woman shall separate [themselves] to vow a vow of a 

Nazarite, to separate [themselves] unto the LORD: ... 5 All the days of the vow of his 

separation there shall no razor come upon his head: until the days be fulfilled, in the 

which he separateth [himself] unto the LORD, he shall be holy, [and] shall let the locks of 

the hair of his head grow. ... 21 This [is] the law of the Nazarite who hath vowed, [and of] 

his offering unto the LORD for his separation, beside [that] that his hand shall get: 

according to the vow which he vowed, so he must do after the law of his separation.



Romans 12:21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

James 5:12 But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any other 

oath. But let your “Yes” be “Yes,” and your “No,” “No,” lest you fall into judgment.

V3-5 vows of a daughter

3 If a woman also vow a vow unto the LORD, and bind herself by a bond, [being] in her father's 

house in her youth; 4 And her father hear her vow, and her bond wherewith she hath bound her 

soul, and her father shall hold his peace at her: then all her vows shall stand, and every bond 

wherewith she hath bound her soul shall stand. 5 But if her father disallow her in the day that he 

heareth; not any of her vows, or of her bonds wherewith she hath bound her soul, shall stand: and 

the LORD shall forgive her, because her father disallowed her. 

The father's spiritual responsibility for his daughter's - while they are under his covering...

The wedding vows - for the woman - her father confirming the vow... by giving her to her 

husband... whether formal or informal or even acknowledged... this is done before God

V6-15 - vows of a wife

the foundation of hearing and doing the sayings (teachings) of our Lord Jesus Christ

[Mat 5:33-37 NKJV] 33 "Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall 

not swear falsely, but shall perform your oaths to the Lord.' 34 "But I say to you, do not 

swear at all: neither by heaven, for it is God's throne; 35 "nor by the earth, for it is His 

footstool; nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36 "Nor shall you swear by 

your head, because you cannot make one hair white or black. 37 "But let your 'Yes' be 

'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No.' For whatever is more than these is from the evil one.

the religious hypocrisy of the pharisees and scribes was "cursed" by Jesus for all their 

ways to get out of a vow... (Matthew 23)

beware of the evil in escaping on a technicality that is actually hypocrisy...

many things are not to be confirmed by oath or vow... 

seeking to secure with a promise - is inviting the evil one - inviting temptation... 

seeking a greater authority

"But let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No.' For whatever is more than these is from 

the evil one.

her vows unto the LORD - are binding upon her and he must agree with her vow... to confirm it

when he hears - whether he speaks or is silent - he has given his decision

he has the power as her "covering" to disallow the vow...

she is forgiven in what she uttered unto the LORD and does not need to pay the vow...



6 And if she had at all an husband, when she vowed, or uttered ought out of her lips, 

wherewith she bound her soul; 7 And her husband heard [it,] and held his peace at her in the day 

that he heard [it]: then her vows shall stand, and her bonds wherewith she bound her soul shall 

stand. 8 But if her husband disallowed her on the day that he heard [it]; then he shall make her 

vow which she vowed, and that which she uttered with her lips, wherewith she bound her soul, of 

none effect: and the LORD shall forgive her. 9 But every vow of a widow, and of her that is 

divorced, wherewith they have bound their souls, shall stand against her. 10 And if she vowed in 

her husband's house, or bound her soul by a bond with an oath; 11 And her husband heard [it], and 

held his peace at her, [and] disallowed her not: then all her vows shall stand, and every bond 

wherewith she bound her soul shall stand. 12 But if her husband hath utterly made them void on 

the day he heard [them; then] whatsoever proceeded out of her lips concerning her vows, or 

concerning the bond of her soul, shall not stand: her husband hath made them void; and the LORD 

shall forgive her. 13 Every vow, and every binding oath to afflict the soul, her husband may 

establish it, or her husband may make it void. 14 But if her husband altogether hold his peace at 

her from day to day; then he establisheth all her vows, or all her bonds, which [are] upon her: he 

confirmeth them, because he held his peace at her in the day that he heard [them]. 15 But if he 

shall any ways make them void after that he hath heard [them]; then he shall bear her iniquity. 16 

These [are] the statutes, which the LORD commanded Moses, between a man and his wife, 

between the father and his daughter, [being yet] in her youth in her father's house.

For a man - that he has a spiritual responsibility to "cover" his wife in all things that she would vow 

and swear unto the the LORD - he confirms or disallows her vows - he is to listen and bears the 

iniquity for his wife in all the things that she has vowed and he later makes them void...

Old Testament Example - Hannah - asking a son from the LORD with vow unto Him... [1Sa 1:10-11 

KJV] 10 And she [was] in bitterness of soul, and prayed unto the LORD, and wept sore. 11 And she 

vowed a vow, and said, O LORD of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of thine 

handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thine handmaid, but wilt give unto thine handmaid a 

man child, then I will give him unto the LORD all the days of his life, and there shall no razor 

come upon his head.

Elkanah confirmed the vow - and encouraged her to fulfil it...

her husband may establish it, or her husband may make it void

 if her husband altogether hold his peace at her from day to day; then he establisheth all her 

vows



For the Church...

[Num 31:1-54 KJV] 

V1-8 - Vengeance

1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2 Avenge the children of Israel of the Midianites: 

afterward shalt thou be gathered unto thy people. 3 And Moses spake unto the people, saying, 

Arm some of yourselves unto the war, and let them go against the Midianites, and avenge the 

LORD of Midian. 4 Of every tribe a thousand, throughout all the tribes of Israel, shall ye send to 

the war. 5 So there were delivered out of the thousands of Israel, a thousand of [every] tribe, 

twelve thousand armed for war. 6 And Moses sent them to the war, a thousand of [every] tribe, 

them and Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, to the war, with the holy instruments, and the 

trumpets to blow in his hand. 7 And they warred against the Midianites, as the LORD commanded 

Moses; and they slew all the males. 8 And they slew the kings of Midian, beside the rest of them 

[1Sa 1:20-23 KJV] 20 Wherefore it came to pass, when the time was come about after 

Hannah had conceived, that she bare a son, and called his name Samuel, [saying], 

Because I have asked him of the LORD. 21 And the man Elkanah, and all his house, went 

up to offer unto the LORD the yearly sacrifice, and his vow. 22 But Hannah went not up; 

for she said unto her husband, [I will not go up] until the child be weaned, and [then] I will 

bring him, that he may appear before the LORD, and there abide for ever. 23 And Elkanah 

her husband said unto her, Do what seemeth thee good; tarry until thou have weaned 

him; only the LORD establish his word. So the woman abode, and gave her son suck 

until she weaned him.

Jesus Christ is our head...

we are under His covering in everything related unto God

Eph 5 - Christ is the Head of the church - the church is subject unto Him...

[1Co 11:3-5, 10 KJV] 3 But I would have you know, that the head of every man is 

Christ; and the head of the woman [is] the man; and the head of Christ [is] God. 4 

Every man praying or prophesying, having [his] head covered, dishonoureth his 

head. 5 But every woman that prayeth or prophesieth with [her] head uncovered 

dishonoureth her head: for that is even all one as if she were shaven. ... 10 For this 

cause ought the woman to have power on [her] head because of the angels.

for the Christian house - the man is the head... the woman is under his covering in 

everything related to that spiritual authority - confirmed by vows at the wedding - 

acknowledged by the creation of God... given unto each man and woman in "oneness"

they both have a responsibility and instruction to be kept in the "order" of the 

marriage

the husband to love his wife as Christ loved the church and gave Himself for her

the wife to be submitted unto her husband as unto the Lord



that were slain; [namely], Evi, and Rekem, and Zur, and Hur, and Reba, five kings of Midian: Balaam 

also the son of Beor they slew with the sword. 

Moses - before he dies - to avenge the enmity of Midian

Romans 12:21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Our acknowledgment of the truth given to us as followers of Jesus Christ - the warning of idolatry 

and sexual sin... being lured to serve the world with its lusts and pleasures following the teachings 

and therefor seeking the covering of another "master" 

Romans 12:19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, 

“Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord.

Old Testament Example - the evil of taking our own vengeance - David...[1Sa 25:21, 33, 39 KJV] 21 

Now David had said, Surely in vain have I kept all that this [fellow] hath in the wilderness, so that 

nothing was missed of all that [pertained] unto him: and he hath requited me evil for good. ... 33 

And blessed [be] thy advice, and blessed [be] thou, which hast kept me this day from coming to 

[shed] blood, and from avenging myself with mine own hand. ... 39 And when David heard that 

Nabal was dead, he said, Blessed [be] the LORD, that hath pleaded the cause of my reproach from 

the hand of Nabal, and hath kept his servant from evil: for the LORD hath returned the wickedness 

of Nabal upon his own head. And David sent and communed with Abigail, to take her to him to wife.

Our vengeance upon evil relies upon our judgment - but if we wait and understand the patience 

and longsuffering of God - that we will revenge every evil work

Understanding the Victory of the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ

take vengeance - Avenge the children of Israel  and avenge the LORD of Midian

Balaam also the son of Beor they slew with the sword. 

God here uses Israel and the authority granted them to punish Midian for the LORD

the good of God's vengeance... to overcome evil...

acknowledging the evil inflicted upon Israel in the matter of Peor - the seduction of the 

women of Midian and Moab... to lure the children of Israel to serve and seek the covering of 

the sinful pleasures of Baal Peor

for us... we cannot serve two masters

for us... there is only one way for us to live - that is in the keeping of the teachings of Jesus 

Christ

truly He will reward every work of mankind - there is a judgment to come

He slew the enemies of evil - triumphant and victorious over them...

He defeated Satan... He defeated death... He defeated the grave

He Lives!!!



V9-18 - the evil of the "spoils"

9 And the children of Israel took [all] the women of Midian captives, and their little ones, and took 

the spoil of all their cattle, and all their flocks, and all their goods. 10 And they burnt all their cities 

wherein they dwelt, and all their goodly castles, with fire. 11 And they took all the spoil, and all the 

prey, [both] of men and of beasts. 12 And they brought the captives, and the prey, and the spoil, 

unto Moses, and Eleazar the priest, and unto the congregation of the children of Israel, unto the 

camp at the plains of Moab, which [are] by Jordan [near] Jericho. 13 And Moses, and Eleazar the 

priest, and all the princes of the congregation, went forth to meet them without the camp. 14 And 

Moses was wroth with the officers of the host, [with] the captains over thousands, and captains 

over hundreds, which came from the battle. 15 And Moses said unto them, Have ye saved all the 

women alive? 16 Behold, these caused the children of Israel, through the counsel of Balaam, 

to commit trespass against the LORD in the matter of Peor, and there was a plague among 

the congregation of the LORD. 17 Now therefore kill every male among the little ones, and kill 

every woman that hath known man by lying with him. 18 But all the women children, that have not 

known a man by lying with him, keep alive for yourselves. 

What are those things in our lives from past sin that are of the flesh - sinful - that simply need to 

be put to death????

V19-24 - death and it's uncleanness

19 And do ye abide without the camp seven days: whosoever hath killed any person, and 

whosoever hath touched any slain, purify [both] yourselves and your captives on the third day, and 

on the seventh day. 20 And purify all [your] raiment, and all that is made of skins, and all work of 

goats' [hair], and all things made of wood. 21 And Eleazar the priest said unto the men of war 

which went to the battle, This [is] the ordinance of the law which the LORD commanded Moses; 22 

Only the gold, and the silver, the brass, the iron, the tin, and the lead, 23 Every thing that may 

abide the fire, ye shall make [it] go through the fire, and it shall be clean: nevertheless it shall be 

purified with the water of separation: and all that abideth not the fire ye shall make go through the 

now we await the end of all things when He will return to judge and take vengeance upon the 

evil one and the evil in this world... and the evil workers of all of mankind...

so we too are called to wait

[Colossians 3:5-7] 5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: 

fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because 

of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 7 in which you 

yourselves once walked when you lived in them.

What former activity or person that lead you into sin and disobedience - needs to die to you?

Alcohol, drugs, porn, politics, what idolatry? What unequal yoke????



water. 24 And ye shall wash your clothes on the seventh day, and ye shall be clean, and afterward 

ye shall come into the camp. 

All those that killed and were in the war and killing afterwards - defiled by death...

Our response to sin as a believer...

V25-47 - the Tribute

25 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 26 Take the sum of the prey that was taken, [both] of 

man and of beast, thou, and Eleazar the priest, and the chief fathers of the congregation: 27 And 

divide the prey into two parts; between them that took the war upon them, who went out to battle, 

and between all the congregation: 28 And levy a tribute unto the LORD of the men of war which 

went out to battle: one soul of five hundred, [both] of the persons, and of the beeves, and of the 

asses, and of the sheep: 29 Take [it] of their half, and give it unto Eleazar the priest, [for] an heave 

offering of the LORD. 30 And of the children of Israel's half, thou shalt take one portion of fifty, of 

the persons, of the beeves, of the asses, and of the flocks, of all manner of beasts, and give them 

unto the Levites, which keep the charge of the tabernacle of the LORD. 31 And Moses and Eleazar 

the priest did as the LORD commanded Moses. 32 And the booty, [being] the rest of the prey 

which the men of war had caught, was six hundred thousand and seventy thousand and five 

thousand sheep, 33 And threescore and twelve thousand beeves, 34 And threescore and one 

thousand asses, 35 And thirty and two thousand persons in all, of women that had not known man 

by lying with him. 36 And the half, [which was] the portion of them that went out to war, was in 

number three hundred thousand and seven and thirty thousand and five hundred sheep: 37 And 

the LORD'S tribute of the sheep was six hundred and threescore and fifteen. 38 And the beeves 

[were] thirty and six thousand; of which the LORD'S tribute [was] threescore and twelve. 39 And 

the asses [were] thirty thousand and five hundred; of which the LORD'S tribute [was] threescore 

and one. 40 And the persons [were] sixteen thousand; of which the LORD'S tribute [was] thirty 

Need to be purified and cleansed...

Sin always brings about death... 

there is sin leading to death for a believer

[1 John 1:8-10] 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, 

and His word is not in us.

There is sin not leading to death...

[1 John 5:16-17] 16 If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin which does not lead to death, 

he will ask, and He will give him life for those who commit sin not leading to death. There 

is sin leading to death. I do not say that he should pray about that. 17 All unrighteousness 

is sin, and there is sin not leading to death.

How important prayer really is!!!!



and two persons. 41 And Moses gave the tribute, [which was] the LORD'S heave offering, unto 

Eleazar the priest, as the LORD commanded Moses. 42 And of the children of Israel's half, which 

Moses divided from the men that warred, 43 (Now the half [that pertained unto] the congregation 

was three hundred thousand and thirty thousand [and] seven thousand and five hundred sheep, 

44 And thirty and six thousand beeves, 45 And thirty thousand asses and five hundred, 46 And 

sixteen thousand persons;) 47 Even of the children of Israel's half, Moses took one portion of fifty, 

[both] of man and of beast, and gave them unto the Levites, which kept the charge of the 

tabernacle of the LORD; as the LORD commanded Moses. 

Of all that the Lord has given in victory over the flesh...

V48-54 - suffered no loss

48 And the officers which [were] over thousands of the host, the captains of thousands, and 

captains of hundreds, came near unto Moses: 49 And they said unto Moses, Thy servants have 

taken the sum of the men of war which [are] under our charge, and there lacketh not one man of 

us. 50 We have therefore brought an oblation for the LORD, what every man hath gotten, of jewels 

of gold, chains, and bracelets, rings, earrings, and tablets, to make an atonement for our souls 

before the LORD. 51 And Moses and Eleazar the priest took the gold of them, [even] all wrought 

jewels. 52 And all the gold of the offering that they offered up to the LORD, of the captains of 

thousands, and of the captains of hundreds, was sixteen thousand seven hundred and fifty 

shekels. 53 ([For] the men of war had taken spoil, every man for himself.) 54 And Moses and 

Eleazar the priest took the gold of the captains of thousands and of hundreds, and brought it into 

the tabernacle of the congregation, [for] a memorial for the children of Israel before the LORD.

Offering - giving to the Lord above the tithe...

Our Application:

The gifts, talents and abilities - using them to give tribute to our Lord Jesus Christ

The victory over the flesh

The place of the Holy Spirit in our lives to give unto the Lord...

More than a tenth...

Giving all...

Live as Overcomers!!!1.

Our need for the Holy Spirit - [1Jo 4:4 KJV] 4 Ye are of God, little children, and have 

overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.

1.



Our need to continue in the Faith - [1Jo 5:4-5 KJV] 4 For whatsoever is born of God 

overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, [even] our faith. 

5 Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of 

God?

2.

Our need to do good and overcome evil - [Jas 4:17 NKJV] 17 Therefore, to him who 

knows to do good and does not do [it], to him it is sin.

3.

Romans 12 - Genuine Church Living2.

[Rom 12:1-21 NKJV] 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you 

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your reasonable 

service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 

your mind, that you may prove what [is] that good and acceptable and perfect will of 

God. 3 For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to 

think [of himself] more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has 

dealt to each one a measure of faith. 4 For as we have many members in one body, but all 

the members do not have the same function, 5 so we, [being] many, are one body in 

Christ, and individually members of one another. 6 Having then gifts differing according 

to the grace that is given to us, [let us use them]: if prophecy, [let us prophesy] in 

proportion to our faith; 7 or ministry, [let us use it] in [our] ministering; he who teaches, in 

teaching; 8 he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, 

with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. 9 [Let] love [be] without 

hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good. 10 [Be] kindly affectionate to one 

another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another; 11 not lagging in 

diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 12 rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, 

continuing steadfastly in prayer; 13 distributing to the needs of the saints, given to 

hospitality. 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with 

those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep. 16 Be of the same mind toward one 

another. Do not set your mind on high things, but associate with the humble. Do not be 

wise in your own opinion. 17 Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the 

sight of all men. 18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all 

men. 19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but [rather] give place to wrath; for it is 

written, "Vengeance [is] Mine, I will repay," says the Lord. 20 Therefore "If your enemy is 

hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so doing you will heap coals of 

fire on his head." 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

1.


