
Numbers 32 - "Stayed in the Wilderness"

[Hebrews 4:1 KJV] 1 Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left [us] of entering into his rest, 

any of you should seem to come short of it.

Resting in the love of God - the promise of entering into his rest

[Hebrews 4:9-13 KJV] 9 There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God. 10 For he that is 

entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God [did] from his. 11 Let us 

labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief. 12 

For the word of God [is] quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even 

to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and [is] a discerner of the 

thoughts and intents of the heart. 13 Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his 

sight: but all things [are] naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do.

Jesus Christ gives us His rest... by His death and resurrection - He has the power to give us His 

life...

The real benefit of having studied "In the Wilderness" (Numbers) is...

works or fruit?!?

[Num 32:1-42 KJV] 

is to enter into His rest

the rest that He gives 

the life that is born of God

the spiritual life that is a gift of God

the love of God that is in the life of God - that life in everyone of us that believes upon Jesus

believing and receiving this promise of life and love that is in Jesus Christ

that we would learn from the example of disobedience and unbelief of the children of Israel 

that we would not fall into the same disobedience

that through faith... we would believe the promises of God 

and... enter in the the fullness of the promise and dwell in it

the life of Spirit... fruitfulness of this life

flesh or Spirit?!?

what is the identification of our lives?



V1-5 - bring us not over?

1 Now the children of Reuben and the children of Gad had a very great multitude of cattle: and 

when they saw the land of Jazer, and the land of Gilead, that, behold, the place [was] a place for 

cattle; 2 The children of Gad and the children of Reuben came and spake unto Moses, and to 

Eleazar the priest, and unto the princes of the congregation, saying, 3 Ataroth, and Dibon, and 

Jazer, and Nimrah, and Heshbon, and Elealeh, and Shebam, and Nebo, and Beon, 4 [Even] the 

country which the LORD smote before the congregation of Israel, [is] a land for cattle, and thy 

servants have cattle: 5 Wherefore, said they, if we have found grace in thy sight, let this land be 

given unto thy servants for a possession, [and] bring us not over Jordan. 

[and] bring us not over Jordan

had a very great multitude of cattle: and when they saw

This "staying" has with it - the temptation of never having tried - never failed...

Resting in His grace!?!

They ask to stay in the land... rather than to cross over Jordan...

V6-15 - this must be tried

6 And Moses said unto the children of Gad and to the children of Reuben, Shall your brethren go to 

war, and shall ye sit here? 7 And wherefore discourage ye the heart of the children of Israel from 

going over into the land which the LORD hath given them? 8 Thus did your fathers, when I sent 

these two tribes seem to come short of entering the promised land

let's learn from their example

the riches of this world or...

the riches of His glory...

[1Ti 6:17 KJV] 17 Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor 

trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy;

[Eph 1:18 KJV] 18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what 

is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,

Joshua 7:7 And Joshua said, Alas, O Lord GOD, wherefore hast thou at all brought this people 

over Jordan, to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us? would to God we had 

been content, and dwelt on the other side Jordan!

if we have found grace in thy sight

here is our "proposal" of what we want to do... 

This is how queen Esther appears before the throne - unsure if she will find grace...

this is 'good in our sight' to dwell and remain here and this would be our possession...

choosing our inheritance?!?



them from Kadeshbarnea to see the land. 9 For when they went up unto the valley of Eshcol, and 

saw the land, they discouraged the heart of the children of Israel, that they should not go into 

the land which the LORD had given them. 10 And the LORD'S anger was kindled the same time, 

and he sware, saying, 11 Surely none of the men that came up out of Egypt, from twenty years old 

and upward, shall see the land which I sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob; because 

they have not wholly followed me: 12 Save Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenezite, and Joshua 

the son of Nun: for they have wholly followed the LORD. 13 And the LORD'S anger was kindled 

against Israel, and he made them wander in the wilderness forty years, until all the generation, that 

had done evil in the sight of the LORD, was consumed. 14 And, behold, ye are risen up in your 

fathers' stead, an increase of sinful men, to augment yet the fierce anger of the LORD toward 

Israel. 15 For if ye turn away from after him, he will yet again leave them in the wilderness; and ye 

shall destroy all this people. 

It seems that these two tribes have come short of entering the promised land

Learning from the sin of others...

because they have not wholly followed me:

Is this decision good?

Shall your brethren go to war, and shall ye sit here?

life of ease = live for self

life of rest = rest in His finished work - this is to enter in to the promises

this is not love... thinking only of yourselves...

love lays down its life...

And wherefore discourage ye the heart of the children of Israel from going over into the 

land which the LORD hath given them?

[2Co 5:14-15 NKJV] 14 For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if 

One died for all, then all died; 15 and He died for all, that those who live should live no 

longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again.

Thus did your fathers...

they discouraged the heart of the children of Israel

that they should not go into the land which the LORD had given them

they provoked the LORD to anger in their sin and rebellion - refusing to enter in...

all that generation that had done evil in the sight of the LORD

Caleb and Joshua have wholly followed the LORD

the sinful lives and decisions of others... 

and would I make the same decision? thinking it wouldn't happen to me...

the decisions that I make - must be tested to see if they are of God...

Biblical decision making 



The test...

V16-19 - their answer

16 And they came near unto him, and said, We will build sheepfolds here for our cattle, and cities 

for our little ones: 17 But we ourselves will go ready armed before the children of Israel, until we 

have brought them unto their place: and our little ones shall dwell in the fenced cities because of 

the inhabitants of the land. 18 We will not return unto our houses, until the children of Israel have 

inherited every man his inheritance. 19 For we will not inherit with them on yonder side Jordan, or 

forward; because our inheritance is fallen to us on this side Jordan eastward. 

We will not just sit here - we will love our brothers...

V20-22 - doers of the word

20 And Moses said unto them, If ye will do this thing, if ye will go armed before the LORD to war, 

21 And will go all of you armed over Jordan before the LORD, until he hath driven out his enemies 

from before him, 22 And the land be subdued before the LORD: then afterward ye shall return, and 

be guiltless before the LORD, and before Israel; and this land shall be your possession before the 

LORD. 

 If ye will do this thing

the Spirit of Wisdom

prayerlessness in decisions will wreck the church

will this cause us to turn away from (following) after God...

is this a sinful decision that will cause me, my family, my church to fall away from God?

this will bring destruction upon all the people

But we ourselves will go ready armed before the children of Israel, until we have brought 

them unto their place:

we will secure their inheritance and this will be our inheritance...

if ye will go armed before the LORD to war

we put on the spiritual armor and fight the good fight of faith for one another in this 

church

the belt of truth

the shield of faith

the breastplate of righteousness

the helmet of salvation

the feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace

the sword of the Spirit - the word of God

praying in the Spirit

until he hath driven out his enemies from before him



[1Co 15:57 NKJV] 57 But thanks [be] to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 

Christ.

[1Jo 5:4 NKJV] 4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that 

has overcome the world--our faith.

V23 or deceiving ourselves?

23 But if ye will not do so, behold, ye have sinned against the LORD: and be sure your sin will 

find you out. 

the way of the unrighteous...

and be sure your sin will find you out

V24-30 - walk in this righteousness

24 Build you cities for your little ones, and folds for your sheep; and do that which hath proceeded 

out of your mouth. 25 And the children of Gad and the children of Reuben spake unto Moses, 

saying, Thy servants will do as my lord commandeth. 26 Our little ones, our wives, our flocks, and 

all our cattle, shall be there in the cities of Gilead: 27 But thy servants will pass over, every man 

armed for war, before the LORD to battle, as my lord saith. 28 So concerning them Moses 

commanded Eleazar the priest, and Joshua the son of Nun, and the chief fathers of the tribes of 

continue in them - until the LORD gives victory...

And the land be subdued...

[2Co 10:3-6 NKJV] 3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. 4 

For the weapons of our warfare [are] not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down 

strongholds, 5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against 

the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, 6 

and being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled.

will not do what is right...

the deceit of not doing the word of God even though you've heard it...

[1Co 6:9 KJV] 9  Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be 

not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of 

themselves with mankind,

[Gal 6:3, 7 KJV] 3 For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he 

deceiveth himself. ... 7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, 

that shall he also reap.

[1Jo 1:8 KJV] 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

[1Ti 5:24 NKJV] 24 Some men's sins are clearly evident, preceding [them] to judgment, but 

those of some [men] follow later.



the children of Israel: 29 And Moses said unto them, If the children of Gad and the children of 

Reuben will pass with you over Jordan, every man armed to battle, before the LORD, and the land 

shall be subdued before you; then ye shall give them the land of Gilead for a possession: 30 

But if they will not pass over with you armed, they shall have possessions among you in the land 

of Canaan. 

out of the mouth - Thy servants will do as my lord commandeth

V31-42 - time and "withness" produce revelation

31 And the children of Gad and the children of Reuben answered, saying, As the LORD hath said 

unto thy servants, so will we do. 32 We will pass over armed before the LORD into the land of 

Canaan, that the possession of our inheritance on this side Jordan [may be] ours. 33 And Moses 

gave unto them, [even] to the children of Gad, and to the children of Reuben, and unto half the 

tribe of Manasseh the son of Joseph, the kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites, and the 

kingdom of Og king of Bashan, the land, with the cities thereof in the coasts, [even] the cities of 

the country round about. 34 And the children of Gad built Dibon, and Ataroth, and Aroer, 35 And 

Atroth, Shophan, and Jaazer, and Jogbehah, 36 And Bethnimrah, and Bethharan, fenced cities: 

and folds for sheep. 37 And the children of Reuben built Heshbon, and Elealeh, and Kirjathaim, 38 

And Nebo, and Baalmeon, (their names being changed,) and Shibmah: and gave other names unto 

the cities which they builded. 39 And the children of Machir the son of Manasseh went to Gilead, 

and took it, and dispossessed the Amorite which [was] in it. 40 And Moses gave Gilead unto 

Machir the son of Manasseh; and he dwelt therein. 41 And Jair the son of Manasseh went and took 

the small towns thereof, and called them Havothjair. 42 And Nobah went and took Kenath, and the 

villages thereof, and called it Nobah, after his own name.

Is this from God? Over time, our lives will reveal our wisdom and our walk...

[1Jo 5:1-5 NKJV] 1 Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone 

who loves Him who begot also loves him who is begotten of Him. 2 By this we know that we 

love the children of God, when we love God and keep His commandments. 3 For this is 

the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not 

burdensome. 4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that 

has overcome the world--our faith. 5 Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who 

believes that Jesus is the Son of God?



Our Application:

[Jas 3:13-18 KJV] 13 Who [is] a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him 

shew out of a good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom. 14 But if ye have bitter 

envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth. 15 This wisdom 

descendeth not from above, but [is] earthly, sensual, devilish. 16 For where envying and strife 

[is], there [is] confusion and every evil work. 17 But the wisdom that is from above is first 

pure, then peaceable, gentle, [and] easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, 

without partiality, and without hypocrisy. 18 And the fruit of righteousness is sown in 

peace of them that make peace.

Rest in His Love1.

this is the life of the Spirit1.

the fruit of the Spirit1.

filled with the Spirit2.

[Eph 3:17-19 KJV] 17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted 

and grounded in love, 18 May be able to comprehend with all saints what [is] the breadth, 

and length, and depth, and height; 19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth 

knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.

2.

Address that what seems to come short2.

Let us fear the Lord our God1.

is there in me an evil heart of unbelief1.

not thinking I would attain to the promised life of the Spirit2.

that flesh life would be "good enough"3.

not seeking the life of ease - that self would find its rest in itself2.

[Pro 3:7 KJV] 7 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil.3.

Looking unto Jesus3.

to finish the faith1.

to rest in grace1.

to rest in love2.

to rest in Him - pressing on into the promises - not stopping short3.

enjoying my relationship with the Lord4.

[Heb 12:2 KJV] 2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of [our] faith; who for the joy 

that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the 

right hand of the throne of God.

2.


