
Numbers 33-34 - "Press On in the Wilderness"

Philippians 3:12-14

12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of 

that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have 

apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward 

to those things which are ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God 

in Christ Jesus.

[Num 33:1-56 KJV] 

V1-2 - written for our learning

1 These [are] the journeys of the children of Israel, which went forth out of the land of Egypt with 

their armies under the hand of Moses and Aaron. 2 And Moses wrote their goings out according to 

their journeys by the commandment of the LORD: and these [are] their journeys according to 

their goings out. 

How the LORD God led the children of Israel....

V3-15 - From Egypt to Sinai

3 And they departed from Rameses in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the first month; on 

the morrow after the passover the children of Israel went out with an high hand in the sight of all 

the Egyptians. 4 For the Egyptians buried all [their] firstborn, which the LORD had smitten 

among them: upon their gods also the LORD executed judgments. 5 And the children of Israel 

removed from Rameses, and pitched in Succoth. 6 And they departed from Succoth, and pitched 

in Etham, which [is] in the edge of the wilderness. 7 And they removed from Etham, and turned 

again unto Pihahiroth, which [is] before Baalzephon: and they pitched before Migdol. 8 And they 

departed from before Pihahiroth, and passed through the midst of the seainto the wilderness, 

their journeys - "massa" - their departing out of the land of Egypt

without a home - they live in tents - they "pull up" their tent stakes and go toward the 

place that God has prepared for them...

how we have "left the world" - under the hand of Jesus Christ... His power over the world

all that is in the world... we no longer have a home here - we are sojourners!

their goings out according to their journeys by the commandment of the LORD

"like a spring of water" - goes forth from the source...

this life of faith in Jesus Christ - He is the source of life - I follow Him...



and went three days' journey in the wilderness of Etham, and pitched in Marah. 9 And they 

removed from Marah, and came unto Elim: and in Elim [were] twelve fountains of water, and 

threescore and ten palm trees; and they pitched there. 10 And they removed from Elim, and 

encamped by the Red sea. 11 And they removed from the Red sea, and encamped in the 

wilderness of Sin. 12 And they took their journey out of the wilderness of Sin, and encamped in 

Dophkah. 13 And they departed from Dophkah, and encamped in Alush. 14 And they removed from 

Alush, and encamped at Rephidim, where was no water for the people to drink. 15 And they 

departed from Rephidim, and pitched in the wilderness of Sinai. 

Remember what the Lord has done

into the wilderness

the Passover

saved out of Egypt - buried all [their] firstborn, which the LORD had smitten among 

them: upon their gods also the LORD executed judgments

God atoned for our sin and judged the god of this world, at the cross, through the death 

and blood shed of the PASSOVER Lamb - Jesus Christ - we too have been set free from 

the slavery to sin - through the death of Jesus Christ

living - "saved" from sin - no longer a slave to sin

and passed through the midst of the sea

saved from the armies of Pharaoh that were determined to kill all the children of Israel

how Satan pursues us through temptations to sin and return to darkness and dwell in 

unbelief like the children of disobedience

resist the devil - flee temptation - Migdol - tower of Egypt - (strength of the world) 

how our water baptism is to serve us well in understanding and faith that works with the 

power of God - to pass through to the "other side"

by faith I have died with Jesus Christ to sin and I have resurrected to this new life in 

Christ

[1Pe 2:9-10 KJV] 9 But ye [are] a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 

peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of 

darkness into his marvellous light: 10 Which in time past [were] not a people, but [are] now 

the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.

this is where the study of the book of Numbers - has taught us in the venture of faith...

to learn from thirst... and what satisfies our thirst...

from Marah - (bitterness made sweet)

to Elim (palms - 12 fountains of water - oasis)

to Rephidim - no water - they fought with God and with Moses - God struck the rock

the Rock is Jesus - He was struck that our spiritual thirst may be satisfied in Him

also fought against Amalek - is a type of the flesh (carnal nature)



V16-49 - forgetting those things which are behind

16 And they removed from the desert of Sinai, and pitched at Kibrothhattaavah. 17 And they 

departed from Kibrothhattaavah, and encamped at Hazeroth. 18 And they departed from Hazeroth, 

and pitched in Rithmah. 19 And they departed from Rithmah, and pitched at Rimmonparez. 20 

And they departed from Rimmonparez, and pitched in Libnah. 21 And they removed from Libnah, 

and pitched at Rissah. 22 And they journeyed from Rissah, and pitched in Kehelathah. 23 And they 

went from Kehelathah, and pitched in mount Shapher. 24 And they removed from mount Shapher, 

and encamped in Haradah. 25 And they removed from Haradah, and pitched in Makheloth. 26 And 

they removed from Makheloth, and encamped at Tahath. 27 And they departed from Tahath, and 

pitched at Tarah. 28 And they removed from Tarah, and pitched in Mithcah. 29 And they went 

from Mithcah, and pitched in Hashmonah. 30 And they departed from Hashmonah, and 

encamped at Moseroth. 31 And they departed from Moseroth, and pitched in Benejaakan. 32 And 

they removed from Benejaakan, and encamped at Horhagidgad. 33 And they went from 

Horhagidgad, and pitched in Jotbathah. 34 And they removed from Jotbathah, and encamped at 

Ebronah. 35 And they departed from Ebronah, and encamped at Eziongaber. 36 And they removed 

from Eziongaber, and pitched in the wilderness of Zin, which [is] Kadesh. 37 And they removed 

from Kadesh, and pitched in mount Hor, in the edge of the land of Edom. 38 And Aaron the priest 

went up into mount Hor at the commandment of the LORD, and died there, in the fortieth year 

after the children of Israel were come out of the land of Egypt, in the first [day] of the fifth month. 

39 And Aaron [was] an hundred and twenty and three years old when he died in mount Hor. 40 

And king Arad the Canaanite, which dwelt in the south in the land of Canaan, heard of the coming 

of the children of Israel. 41 And they departed from mount Hor, and pitched in Zalmonah. 42 And 

they departed from Zalmonah, and pitched in Punon. 43 And they departed from Punon, and 

pitched in Oboth. 44 And they departed from Oboth, and pitched in Ijeabarim, in the border of 

Moab. 45 And they departed from Iim, and pitched in Dibongad. 46 And they removed from 

Dibongad, and encamped in Almondiblathaim. 47 And they removed from Almondiblathaim, and 

pitched in the mountains of Abarim, before Nebo. 48 And they departed from the mountains of 

Abarim, and pitched in the plains of Moab by Jordan [near] Jericho. 49 And they pitched by 

Jordan, from Bethjesimoth [even] unto Abelshittim in the plains of Moab. 

Kibrothhattaavah

In the wilderness of Paran (V18-35) 

to Sinai - heard God's voice - saw His glory - worshiped the golden calf - and received 

the law (commandments) and tabernacled with God...

"graves of craving" - those that died from their intense lust that needed to be satisfied

complaining and strife and opposition... 

Rithmah - "health"

Rissah - "ruin"



Hor - the mountain where Aaron died 

pitched in the plains of Moab

Philippians 3:12-15

12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of 

that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have 

apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward 

to those things which are ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God 

in Christ Jesus.

15 Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind; and if in anything you think otherwise, 

God will reveal even this to you.

V50 - 53 - "Reaching Forward"

50 And the LORD spake unto Moses in the plains of Moab by Jordan [near] Jericho, saying, 51 

Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye are passed over Jordan into the 

land of Canaan; 52 Then ye shall drive out all the inhabitants of the land from before you, and 

destroy all their pictures, and destroy all their molten images, and quite pluck down all their high 

places: 53 And ye shall dispossess [the inhabitants] of the land, and dwell therein: for I have 

given you the land to possess it. 

When ye are passed over Jordan into the land of Canaan

Shapher - "beauty"

Haradah - "fear"

Mithcah - "sweetness"

Hashmonah - "fatness"

Moseroth - "bonds"

Jotbathah - "pleasantness"

Kadesh - "holy"

from here Moses did not sanctify God in the sight of Israel - by not speaking to the Rock

Miriam dies here

Edom refuses passage - must now take the long way around...

the fortieth year after coming out of Egypt...

Abelshittim in the plains of Moab

on the border - across from Jericho

how they almost joined to Baal of Peor...

how they almost were overtaken in sin of idolatry and fornication

this is their inheritance - the life of faith - receiving the promises of God - dwelling in the 

inheritance - fighting the good fight of faith 



[Phl 1:21-29 KJV] 21 For to me to live [is] Christ, and to die [is] gain. 22 But if I live in the flesh, this 

[is] the fruit of my labour: yet what I shall choose I wot not. 23 For I am in a strait betwixt two, 

having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better: 24 Nevertheless to abide 

in the flesh [is] more needful for you. 25 And having this confidence, I know that I shall abide 

and continue with you all for your furtherance and joy of faith; 26 That your rejoicing may be more 

abundant in Jesus Christ for me by my coming to you again. 27 Only let your conversation be as it 

becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of 

your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the 

gospel; 28 And in nothing terrified by your adversaries: which is to them an evident token of 

perdition, but to you of salvation, and that of God. 29 For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, 

not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake;

V54-56 - in this world - but not of it

54 And ye shall divide the land by lot for an inheritance among your families: [and] to the more ye 

shall give the more inheritance, and to the fewer ye shall give the less inheritance: every man's 

[inheritance] shall be in the place where his lot falleth; according to the tribes of your fathers ye 

shall inherit. 55 But if ye will not drive out the inhabitants of the land from before you; then it shall 

come to pass, that those which ye let remain of them [shall be] pricks in your eyes, and thorns in 

your sides, and shall vex you in the land wherein ye dwell. 56 Moreover it shall come to pass, [that] 

I shall do unto you, as I thought to do unto them.

herein is maybe the best understanding of living for the Lord Jesus in this world - but not living for 

the world...

[Phl 3:7-11 KJV] 7 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. 8 Yea 

doubtless, and I count all things [but] loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 

Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them [but] dung, that I may win 

Christ, 9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that 

which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: 10 That I may know 

him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made 

conformable unto his death; 11 If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.

[Num 34:1-29 KJV] 

the life of the Spirit - set us free from sin and death

living this life of faith, hope, and love

sanctified from the world - and sanctified unto Jesus Christ

careful to put off the things that are in the world - so that we don't love it and go back to it 

and dwell in it



V1-12 the borders

1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2 Command the children of Israel, and say unto them, 

When ye come into the land of Canaan; (this [is] the land that shall fall unto you for an inheritance, 

[even] the land of Canaan with the coasts thereof:) 3 Then your south quarter shall be from the 

wilderness of Zin along by the coast of Edom, and your south border shall be the outmost coast of 

the salt sea eastward: 4 And your border shall turn from the south to the ascent of Akrabbim, and 

pass on to Zin: and the going forth thereof shall be from the south to Kadeshbarnea, and shall go 

on to Hazaraddar, and pass on to Azmon: 5 And the border shall fetch a compass from Azmon 

unto the river of Egypt, and the goings out of it shall be at the sea. 6 And [as for] the western 

border, ye shall even have the great sea for a border: this shall be your west border. 7 And this 

shall be your north border: from the great sea ye shall point out for you mount Hor: 8 From mount 

Hor ye shall point out [your border] unto the entrance of Hamath; and the goings forth of the 

border shall be to Zedad: 9 And the border shall go on to Ziphron, and the goings out of it shall be 

at Hazarenan: this shall be your north border. 10 And ye shall point out your east border from 

Hazarenan to Shepham: 11 And the coast shall go down from Shepham to Riblah, on the east side 

of Ain; and the border shall descend, and shall reach unto the side of the sea of Chinnereth 

eastward: 12 And the border shall go down to Jordan, and the goings out of it shall be at the salt 

sea: this shall be your land with the coasts thereof round about. 

this is the border - description of the land of promise and inheritance

our border - really is to live in the Spirit - the fullness of joy - the fruit of the Spirit - the liberty of 

the Holy Spirit

V13-29 - dividing up the land of promise

13 And Moses commanded the children of Israel, saying, This [is] the land which ye shall inherit by 

lot, which the LORD commanded to give unto the nine tribes, and to the half tribe: 14 For the tribe 

of the children of Reuben according to the house of their fathers, and the tribe of the children of 

Gad according to the house of their fathers, have received [their inheritance]; and half the tribe of 

Manasseh have received their inheritance: 15 The two tribes and the half tribe have received their 

inheritance on this side Jordan [near] Jericho eastward, toward the sunrising. 16 And the LORD 

spake unto Moses, saying, 17 These [are] the names of the men which shall divide the land unto 

you: Eleazar the priest, and Joshua the son of Nun. 18 And ye shall take one prince of every tribe, 

to divide the land by inheritance. 19 And the names of the men [are] these: Of the tribe of Judah, 

Caleb the son of Jephunneh. 20 And of the tribe of the children of Simeon, Shemuel the son of 

all that is within - is to be enjoyed in promise of the Lord...

it is a good land - fullness and joy 

how the Spirit and flesh lust against one another... how we are to dwell in the Spirit - the 

victory over the enemies...

the freedom to move about in the commandments of Christ and fulfill them in this world



Ammihud. 21 Of the tribe of Benjamin, Elidad the son of Chislon. 22 And the prince of the tribe of 

the children of Dan, Bukki the son of Jogli. 23 The prince of the children of Joseph, for the tribe of 

the children of Manasseh, Hanniel the son of Ephod. 24 And the prince of the tribe of the children 

of Ephraim, Kemuel the son of Shiphtan. 25 And the prince of the tribe of the children of Zebulun, 

Elizaphan the son of Parnach. 26 And the prince of the tribe of the children of Issachar, Paltiel the 

son of Azzan. 27 And the prince of the tribe of the children of Asher, Ahihud the son of Shelomi. 28 

And the prince of the tribe of the children of Naphtali, Pedahel the son of Ammihud. 29 These [are 

they] whom the LORD commanded to divide the inheritance unto the children of Israel in the 

land of Canaan.

How the Lord has given the promise of eternal life to the church through faith in Jesus Christ...

Our Application:

how Jesus is the head of the body - how He puts each member in the body as it seems good 

to please Him...

how the unity of the Spirit really works through the distribution of the gifts and diversity of 

ministry and works and function of the body of Christ

the Holy Spirit is our "earnest" - the seal that we belong to Jesus Christ...

Enter His Rest1.

crossing over to the "other side"1.

where we no longer live after the flesh - marked by sin, rebellion, temptations 

overtaking... lusting after the flesh - anger hatred - works of flesh

2.

where we live in the promises of God - fulfilling the life in the Spirit - fullness of Jesus 

Christ in us

3.

ceased from our works - serving in His finished work...4.

Are you ready?2.

the Lord prepares the heart of the humble1.

having believed and received this truth that is in Jesus2.

the work of faith with power - the living works...3.

the living word of God - faith comes by hearing it4.

the power of the Holy Spirit upon our lives - the baptism and obedience and power of 

salvation for the lost

5.

Answer the call3.

called to pray1.

pray to the Lord of the Harvest - last days gathering those that are to be saved1.

called to preach2.

preach the gospel of Jesus Christ1.

saved and sanctified to serve in the Kingdom and gospel of Jesus Christ...2.

every one of us a witness 3.



Consider the word of prophecy to us as "an urgent plea"

I hope this isn't too early but, the Lord woke me up this morning at about four.

I was dreaming about people I think they were on a sort of bus, and I was somehow discerning 

gifts they'd been given, crowns they would wear, I could feel the heat of it with my hands, then I 

woke and I could hear the Spirit of God, I could hear His words echoing in my spirit.

ALL of His will is turned, is bent towards, focused on finding the last remaining previous stones.

He is sifting through all the sands, panning as it were, but not for gold which melts with heat, but 

for living stones, precious, revealed by the same fire that would melt even gold, stones more 

precious than gold.

His whole will is focused like a laser on this one task, finding the last of the stones.

There are still many, but the are far fewer than there once were, and they are getting harder to find.

Yet as the world makes itself uglier, the living stones stand out more, so are easier to see.

We must come alongside Him in this all consuming work, nothing else matters now, the time for 

building our own kingdoms, the time for seeking our own pleasures, even the time for learning 

important lessons, is past; all those things are like dross. 

We must set them aside, get into the yoke with Him and help Him to find these stones, these living 

stones who are our brothers and sisters, revealed as it were by fire, called to be a part of his 

temple, to reflect His glory, to sing His praises.

It is soon now, too soon now that we will be called up, and we will see Him as He is, and we will be 

like Him, because in order to see Him as He truly is, we must be like Him, and then all our works 

which we've been called to do, will be done. 

Then it will be the glorious rest, but it will then be too late for works.

Now is the time, though it is so late, to come alongside, to lay aside EVERYTHING ELSE, and to 

help Him to find those precious stones. Nothing else matters. 

This is His will, this is the good works we've been called to, there is no more time for anything else, 

we must find the stones.

called to prepare 3.

for the second coming of Jesus Christ1.

time is short2.

like the wise virgins with oil - keep yourself ready3.



Seth, I am hearing those words just echoing in my soul even now typing them out. I can't possibly 

explain the sense of almost desperation, of utter importance I am feeling. The sense of urgency 

because there is no time left for anything else, nothing else matters like this now, but helping Him 

find the stones, our brothers and sisters who will take their places in His holy temple, built without 

hands, to reflect His glory, to sing His praises.


