
Numbers 35-36 - "Ready to Leave the
Wilderness"

Our desire in this study - that we would learn from the example of those that fell in the 

wilderness in unbelief (disobedience and sin)

And a people... "Ready to enter in to the rest that is in Jesus Christ"

Ready to Inherit the promises

[Num 35:1-34 KJV] 

V1-8 - on this side looking in...

1 And the LORD spake unto Moses in the plains of Moab by Jordan [near] Jericho, saying, 2 

Command the children of Israel, that they give unto the Levites of the inheritance of their 

possession cities to dwell in; and ye shall give [also] unto the Levites suburbs for the cities round 

about them. 3 And the cities shall they have to dwell in; and the suburbs of them shall be for their 

cattle, and for their goods, and for all their beasts. 4 And the suburbs of the cities, which ye shall 

give unto the Levites, [shall reach] from the wall of the city and outward a thousand cubits round 

about. 5 And ye shall measure from without the city on the east side two thousand cubits, and on 

the south side two thousand cubits, and on the west side two thousand cubits, and on the north 

side two thousand cubits; and the city [shall be] in the midst: this shall be to them the suburbs of 

the cities. 6 And among the cities which ye shall give unto the Levites [there shall be] six cities for 

having received the admonition (instruction of warning) to not follow their ways... I have 

learned and therefore walk differently now...

the power of the "bad example" can truly serve our faith

describing a people "Ready to leave the wilderness"

[Heb 6:9-12 KJV] 9 But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and things that 

accompany salvation, though we thus speak. 10 For God [is] not unrighteous to forget your 

work and labour of love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in that ye have ministered to 

the saints, and do minister. 11 And we desire that every one of you do shew the same 

diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end: 12 That ye be not slothful, but followers 

of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises.

show the same diligence of the full assurance of hope unto the end

not slothful

though faith and patience

inherit the promises



refuge, which ye shall appoint for the manslayer, that he may flee thither: and to them ye shall add 

forty and two cities. 7 [So] all the cities which ye shall give to the Levites [shall be] forty and eight 

cities: them [shall ye give] with their suburbs. 8 And the cities which ye shall give [shall be] of the 

possession of the children of Israel: from [them that have] many ye shall give many; but from 

[them that have] few ye shall give few: every one shall give of his cities unto the Levites 

according to his inheritance which he inheriteth. 

when they enter in - God has promised them...

We are given the promise of life eternal in Jesus Christ

ye shall give unto the Levites

Sharing - through giving unto the Levites - of their own inheritance - of their own possession

V9-15 - cities of refuge

9 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 10 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto 

them, When ye be come over Jordan into the land of Canaan; 11 Then ye shall appoint you cities to 

be cities of refuge for you; that the slayer may flee thither, which killeth any person at unawares. 

12 And they shall be unto you cities for refuge from the avenger; that the manslayer die not, until 

he stand before the congregation in judgment. 13 And of these cities which ye shall give six cities 

shall ye have for refuge. 14 Ye shall give three cities on this side Jordan, and three cities shall ye 

give in the land of Canaan, [which] shall be cities of refuge. 15 These six cities shall be a refuge, 

the inheritance of their possession

we have this life now... here in these bodies - this is our inheritance of our possession

the Holy Spirit is the earnest of this promise

For the Levites - they were purchased by God in exchange for the firstborn - that belonged to 

Him... from the deliverance from Egypt

They would not have an inheritance of possession in the promised land, because God, 

Himself, would be their inheritance...

His provision for them - cities to dwell in from every tribe - scattering them in all of Israel to 

dwell among all the people - to be a blessing to others through their service unto God... 

giving for the "work of ministry"

to prosper the service of the tabernacle

to make fruitful the dwelling with God...

to nurture the life of the Spirit...

[1Co 9:11 KJV] 11 If we have sown unto you spiritual things, [is it] a great thing if we shall reap 

your carnal things?

[1Co 9:14 KJV] 14 Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should 

live of the gospel.



[both] for the children of Israel, and for the stranger, and for the sojourner among them: that every 

one that killeth any person unawares may flee thither. 

Refuge - ye shall appoint you cities to be cities of refuge for you

the avenger - the next of kin - to avenge the bloodshed upon the offender and remove the guilt of 

sin

the manslayer - one who killed - yet did not murder with intent

requires judgment

Our refuge...

V16-24 - judgment

16 And if he smite him with an instrument of iron, so that he die, he [is] a murderer: the murderer 

shall surely be put to death. 17 And if he smite him with throwing a stone, wherewith he may die, 

and he die, he [is] a murderer: the murderer shall surely be put to death. 18 Or [if] he smite him 

with an hand weapon of wood, wherewith he may die, and he die, he [is] a murderer: the murderer 

shall surely be put to death. 19 The revenger of blood himself shall slay the murderer: when he 

meeteth him, he shall slay him. 20 But if he thrust him of hatred, or hurl at him by laying of wait, 

that he die; 21 Or in enmity smite him with his hand, that he die: he that smote [him] shall surely be 

put to death; [for] he [is] a murderer: the revenger of blood shall slay the murderer, when he 

meeteth him. 22 But if he thrust him suddenly without enmity, or have cast upon him any thing 

without laying of wait, 23 Or with any stone, wherewith a man may die, seeing [him] not, and cast 

[it] upon him, that he die, and [was] not his enemy, neither sought his harm: 24 Then the 

2. That which shelters or protects from danger, distress or calamity; a strong hold which 

protects by its strength, or a sanctuary which secures safety by its sacredness; any place 

inaccessible to an enemy.

that the manslayer die not, until he stand before the congregation in judgment

cities of refuge - to save the life of the slayer

Jesus our refuge - our consolation - our hope

[Heb 6:17-20 KJV] 17 Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of 

promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed [it] by an oath: 18 That by two immutable 

things, in which [it was] impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who 

have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us: 19 Which [hope] we have as an 

anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that within the veil; 20 

Whither the forerunner is for us entered, [even] Jesus, made an high priest for ever after 

the order of Melchisedec.



congregation shall judge between the slayer and the revenger of blood according to these 

judgments: 

murder of intent

hear the matter out and judge if he is a murderer - slay the murderer

V25-29 - refuge for the slayer

25 And the congregation shall deliver the slayer out of the hand of the revenger of blood, and the 

congregation shall restore him to the city of his refuge, whither he was fled: and he shall abide in it 

unto the death of the high priest, which was anointed with the holy oil. 26 But if the slayer shall at 

any time come without the border of the city of his refuge, whither he was fled; 27 And the 

revenger of blood find him without the borders of the city of his refuge, and the revenger of blood 

kill the slayer; he shall not be guilty of blood: 28 Because he should have remained in the city of his 

refuge until the death of the high priest: but after the death of the high priest the slayer shall return 

into the land of his possession. 29 So these [things] shall be for a statute of judgment unto you 

throughout your generations in all your dwellings. 

the city of refuge - a place for the slayer to dwell and remain

Jesus our High Priest - He lives forever

V30-34 - the guilt of bloodshed

30 Whoso killeth any person, the murderer shall be put to death by the mouth of witnesses: but 

one witness shall not testify against any person [to cause him] to die. 31 Moreover ye shall take 

no satisfaction for the life of a murderer, which [is] guilty of death: but he shall be surely put 

to death. 32 And ye shall take no satisfaction for him that is fled to the city of his refuge, that he 

should come again to dwell in the land, until the death of the priest. 33 So ye shall not pollute the 

land wherein ye [are]: for blood it defileth the land: and the land cannot be cleansed of the blood 

the difference between killing and murder

the sin of murder - the murderer shall surely be put to death

he killed a man - yet did not murder him

he does not need to put to death by the revenger...

he must remain in the refuge until the high priest dies

if he leaves - his guilt is upon his own head

our refuge from the guilt of our sin is upon Him...

He not only died for our sin...

He takes the chastisement of our sin upon Himself

and He ministers as High priest of our faith...

He saves to the uttermost...



that is shed therein, but by the blood of him that shed it. 34 Defile not therefore the land which ye 

shall inhabit, wherein I dwell: for I the LORD dwell among the children of Israel. 

the bloodshed - the guilt of sin - the wages of sin

Remember - we have inherited a kingdom - that is from God, from heaven...

[Num 36:1-13 KJV] 

V1-13 -  see to it that no one takes your possession

1 And the chief fathers of the families of the children of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of 

Manasseh, of the families of the sons of Joseph, came near, and spake before Moses, and before 

the princes, the chief fathers of the children of Israel: 2 And they said, The LORD commanded my 

lord to give the land for an inheritance by lot to the children of Israel: and my lord was commanded 

by the LORD to give the inheritance of Zelophehad our brother unto his daughters. 3 And if they be 

married to any of the sons of the [other] tribes of the children of Israel, then shall their inheritance 

be taken from the inheritance of our fathers, and shall be put to the inheritance of the tribe 

whereunto they are received: so shall it be taken from the lot of our inheritance. 4 And when the 

jubile of the children of Israel shall be, then shall their inheritance be put unto the inheritance of 

the tribe whereunto they are received: so shall their inheritance be taken away from the inheritance 

of the tribe of our fathers. 5 And Moses commanded the children of Israel according to the word of 

the LORD, saying, The tribe of the sons of Joseph hath said well. 6 This [is] the thing which the 

LORD doth command concerning the daughters of Zelophehad, saying, Let them marry to whom 

they think best; only to the family of the tribe of their father shall they marry. 7 So shall not 

the inheritance of the children of Israel remove from tribe to tribe: for every one of the children of 

Israel shall keep himself to the inheritance of the tribe of his fathers. 8 And every daughter, that 

possesseth an inheritance in any tribe of the children of Israel, shall be wife unto one of the family 

of the tribe of her father, that the children of Israel may enjoy every man the inheritance of his 

ye shall take no satisfaction for the life of a murderer, which [is] guilty of death: but he 

shall be surely put to death

the necessity of the death of the guilty one... how in Christ Jesus - God accepted the death 

of His Son - fully man... fully God...

having laid upon Him the iniquity of all - the sin of the world...

through His death - through His blood shed

cleanses the world for their sin...

Jesus Christ will rule and reign here for 1,000 years

we will have inheritance here...

we will inhabit - we will dwell

we will serve as kings and priests with Him

He has a kingdom - that is cleansed from sin and established in righteousness



fathers. 9 Neither shall the inheritance remove from [one] tribe to another tribe; but every one of 

the tribes of the children of Israel shall keep himself to his own inheritance. 10 Even as the LORD 

commanded Moses, so did the daughters of Zelophehad: 11 For Mahlah, Tirzah, and Hoglah, and 

Milcah, and Noah, the daughters of Zelophehad, were married unto their father's brothers' sons: 12 

[And] they were married into the families of the sons of Manasseh the son of Joseph, and their 

inheritance remained in the tribe of the family of their father. 13 These [are] the commandments 

and the judgments, which the LORD commanded by the hand of Moses unto the children of Israel 

in the plains of Moab by Jordan [near] Jericho.

 then shall their inheritance be taken from the inheritance of our fathers, and shall be put to the 

inheritance of the tribe whereunto they are received: so shall it be taken from the lot of our 

inheritance.

For truly - we are of the "tribe" of Jesus Christ

How then should we live as believers?

Our Application:

Let them marry to whom they think best; only to the family of the tribe of their father 

shall they marry.

to preserve the inheritance and possession for each tribe...

that it would not be given away or stolen away or married away...

Ahab and Naboth...

born again in Him ...

as gentiles - born again into the promised inheritance of faith...

grafted in...

adopted as sons of God - having believed and received the promises of God...

those that await the promises of inheritance?

[1Co 7:10-14 KJV] 10 And unto the married I command, [yet] not I, but the Lord, Let not the 

wife depart from [her] husband: 11 But and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be 

reconciled to [her] husband: and let not the husband put away [his] wife. 12 But to the rest 

speak I, not the Lord: If any brother hath a wife that believeth not, and she be pleased to 

dwell with him, let him not put her away. 13 And the woman which hath an husband that 

believeth not, and if he be pleased to dwell with her, let her not leave him. 14 For the 

unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the 

husband: else were your children unclean; but now are they holy.

[2Co 6:14 KJV] 14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship 

hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?

Make grace your teacher1.



[Tit 2:11-14 KJV] 11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all 

men, 12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 

righteously, and godly, in this present world; 13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the 

glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 14 Who gave himself 

for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 

people, zealous of good works.

1.

make ready to enter into the fullness of God2.

follow the example of those that inherit the promises 1.

[Heb 6:9-12 KJV] 9 But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and things that 

accompany salvation, though we thus speak. 10 For God [is] not unrighteous to forget 

your work and labour of love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in that ye have 

ministered to the saints, and do minister. 11 And we desire that every one of you do shew 

the same diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end: 12 That ye be not slothful, 

but followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises.

2.

those things that you have learned - do them3.

I have learned to follow Jesus Christ1.

how the word of God teaches me how to live2.

[2Ti 3:14-17 KJV] 14 But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast 

been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned [them]; 15 And that from a child 

thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation 

through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All scripture [is] given by inspiration of God, and 

[is] profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 

That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.

3.


