
Deuteronomy 21 - "Living the Saved Life"
Learning the words of life...

Moses is preparing the people of God to go in and possess the land that God has promised unto them by 
inheritance... 

In the context of the entire book of Deuteronomy - the word "possess" as it is related to heir or inheritance... 
that which God is giving unto them as He is able to do it... to give His own people what He has promised 
them... by oath and covenant to Abraham... to Israel... He will do it... He will give them the land of promise

So what has God our Father given unto us?

Since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken. Let us have grace that we may serve God acceptably 
with reverence and godly fear... 

[Deu 21:1-23 KJV] 

V1-10 - living righteously
1 If [one] be found slain in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee to possess it, lying in the field, [and] it 
be not known who hath slain him: 2 Then thy elders and thy judges shall come forth, and they shall measure 

the real effective working of the word of God in our lives as we receive it and apply it into our lives
that we would live the new life we are given in Christ Jesus...
[Eph 4:22-24 KJV] 22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt 
according to the deceitful lusts; 23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 24 And that ye put on the 
new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.

as we have studied the "words" - the "devarim" of this book of Deuteronomy....
we are learning the word that God has given unto us... that we might learn to possess the promise that 
God has granted unto us through faith in His Son, Jesus Christ...
the promise of eternal life...

[Deu 1:8 KJV] 8 Behold, I have set the land before you: go in and possess the land which the LORD sware 
unto your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give unto them and to their seed after them.

we too, have been given a promised inheritance. God has granted us the inheritance of the promise of 
eternal life through faith in Jesus Christ...
having received this life... keep it... hold it... possess it... 
look, we are to go in and possess this saved life... the life after the Holy Spirit of God... 

[Tit 2:11-14 KJV] 11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 12 Teaching us 
that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this 
present world; 13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ; 14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify 
unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.



unto the cities which [are] round about him that is slain: 3 And it shall be, [that] the city [which is] next unto the 
slain man, even the elders of that city shall take an heifer, which hath not been wrought with, [and] which 
hath not drawn in the yoke; 4 And the elders of that city shall bring down the heifer unto a rough valley, which 
is neither eared nor sown, and shall strike off the heifer's neck there in the valley: 5 And the priests the sons of 
Levi shall come near; for them the LORD thy God hath chosen to minister unto him, and to bless in the name of 
the LORD; and by their word shall every controversy and every stroke be [tried]: 6 And all the elders of that 
city, [that are] next unto the slain [man], shall wash their hands over the heifer that is beheaded in the valley: 7 
And they shall answer and say, Our hands have not shed this blood, neither have our eyes seen [it]. 8 Be 
merciful, O LORD, unto thy people Israel, whom thou hast redeemed, and lay not innocent blood unto thy 
people of Israel's charge. And the blood shall be forgiven them. 9 So shalt thou put away the [guilt of] 
innocent blood from among you, when thou shalt do [that which is] right in the sight of the LORD. 

If [one] be found slain

learning to live the saved life... putting off the evidence of death in our old lives... the sin... the corruption... the 
wickedness...

The elements... 

in the land - God gave you this to possess it...
found a dead body... found the evidence of sin... 
unsolved death... - it be not known
concerning the guilt of bloodshed... the just reward to murder... is death...

learning from the way that God gave Moses to instruct the people - how to address the unknown sin and 
death that they might live righteously and godly in the the present world...

the "persons responsible"... living accountable... living with one another according to being heirs of the 
promises of God... 

1.

those that are elders and judges... the priests...
those in the church... called to be pastors... shepherds... elders... overseers...
seeking out the truth and hearing every matter out... judging between people in controversies... 
appointing those to judge in these matters

[Mat 18:15-17 KJV] 15 Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his 
fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. 16 But if 
he will not hear [thee, then] take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three 
witnesses every word may be established. 17 And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell [it] unto 
the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a 
publican.
[1Co 6:1-4 KJV] 1 Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to law before the unjust, 
and not before the saints? 2 Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the 
world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters? 3 Know ye not 
that we shall judge angels? how much more things that pertain to this life? 4 If then ye have 
judgments of things pertaining to this life, set them to judge who are least esteemed in the 



church.
the "cleansing blood"...2.

take a heifer... not one that is used for work or yoked... one that is kept for life... 
shed the blood of the heifer... having with it the water of purification from the spotless heifer in 
Numbers 19 that was used to cleanse from all uncleanness...
life for life... how do you cleanse from sin that brings forth death... give a life...
the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses from all unrighteousness...

the "washing of their hands"...3.

not the empty washing of Pontius Pilate...
true washing... cleanse us from this unrighteousness that has occurred in our midst...
acknowledging the blood shed - the guilt of bloodshed is among them...
the need to be washed clean from sin

the "confession of their mouths"...4.

we have not done this "unrighteousness" it is wrong to murder...
we are not covering this up...
we confess that we would judge rightly and deliver the sinner up to judgment if we knew who did it
there is guilt of bloodshed 

"the merciful God"...5.

mercy implies guilt... that cannot be solved...
God, don't judge and destroy us for this guilt... save us from the sin and guilt of this bloodshed...
the cry for mercy from those that have understanding of sin, righteousness and judgment...

the Holy Spirit bringing this conviction... that men might be saved...
[John 16:7-11 KJV] 7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if 
I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 8 
And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: 9 
Of sin, because they believe not on me; 10 Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye 
see me no more; 11 Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.

"the forgiveness of sin"...6.

And the blood shall be forgiven them. 9 So shalt thou put away the [guilt of] innocent blood
through forgiveness of sin... God separates you from the sin and its death... 
we have received the assurance of forgiveness - look to the cross of Jesus Christ... forgiveness is 
granted in clear demonstration of the love of God to judge sin with the death of His Son... receiving 
the blood price that He may grant forgiveness of the basis of judgment satisfied and paid in full!

"the restored righteousness"...7.

thou shalt do [that which is] right in the sight of the LORD1.

not by works of righteousness which we have done... but according to your mercy...2.

[Tit 3:5-6 KJV] 5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he 
saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 6 Which he shed on us 
abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour;

3.

it is a received righteousness... [2Co 5:21 NKJV] 21 For He made Him who knew no sin [to be] sin for 
us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

4.



V10-14 - godliness in our homes
10 When thou goest forth to war against thine enemies, and the LORD thy God hath delivered them into thine 
hands, and thou hast taken them captive, 11 And seest among the captives a beautiful woman, and hast a 
desire unto her, that thou wouldest have her to thy wife; 12 Then thou shalt bring her home to thine house; 
and she shall shave her head, and pare her nails; 13 And she shall put the raiment of her captivity from off 
her, and shall remain in thine house, and bewail her father and her mother a full month: and after that thou 
shalt go in unto her, and be her husband, and she shall be thy wife. 14 And it shall be, if thou have no delight 
in her, then thou shalt let her go whither she will; but thou shalt not sell her at all for money, thou shalt not 
make merchandise of her, because thou hast humbled her. 

He who desires a wife... desires a good thing...

And seest among the captives a beautiful woman

grace that teaches us to live holy lives

V15-17 - right of inheritance
15 If a man have two wives, one beloved, and another hated, and they have born him children, [both] the 

g g

and hast a desire unto her, that thou wouldest have her to thy wife
[Pro 18:22 NKJV] 22 [He who] finds a wife finds a good [thing], And obtains favor from the LORD.

this is a clear picture of our lives in our captivity of sin and death... before we were saved...
the instructions to put off the old life... the adornment of the "dead cells" - the hair and the nails... 

cutting off the deadness... to live a new life
the shame of cutting off the hair and nails... humbled... mourning the loss of parents...
30 days... time set aside to live according to righteousness and mercy... 

not living as the unbeliever that would have taken that young beautiful woman right away and done 
to her as his pleasure forced her...

even addressed the hardness of heart to put her away - she goes freely...
[Mat 19:8-11 KJV] 8 He saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you 
to put away your wives: but from the beginning it was not so. 9 And I say unto you, Whosoever shall 
put away his wife, except [it be] for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and 
whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery. 10 His disciples say unto him, If the 
case of the man be so with [his] wife, it is not good to marry. 11 But he said unto them, All [men] 
cannot receive this saying, save [they] to whom it is given.

[1Th 4:3-5 KJV] 3 For this is the will of God, [even] your sanctification, that ye should abstain from 
fornication: 4 That every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and 
honour; 5 Not in the lust of concupiscence, even as the Gentiles which know not God:
get married and have your own wife... not just have any woman to satisfy the desire, the lust... the 
unbelievers treat their desire for a woman... do whatever you want...
God has given us the understanding to have that in marriage... 



15 If a man have two wives, one beloved, and another hated, and they have born him children, [both] the 
beloved and the hated; and [if] the firstborn son be hers that was hated: 16 Then it shall be, when he maketh 
his sons to inherit [that] which he hath, [that] he may not make the son of the beloved firstborn before the son 
of the hated, [which is indeed] the firstborn: 17 But he shall acknowledge the son of the hated [for] the 
firstborn, by giving him a double portion of all that he hath: for he [is] the beginning of his strength; the right of 
the firstborn [is] his. 

Grace that teaches us how to live after divorce... how to continue to love our children... even when hardness of 
heart has divided the marriage...

how does a believer live with brokenness?

V18-21 - disobedient to parents
18 If a man have a stubborn and rebellious son, which will not obey the voice of his father, or the voice of his 
mother, and [that], when they have chastened him, will not hearken unto them: 19 Then shall his father and his 
mother lay hold on him, and bring him out unto the elders of his city, and unto the gate of his place; 20 And 
they shall say unto the elders of his city, This our son [is] stubborn and rebellious, he will not obey our voice; 
[he is] a glutton, and a drunkard. 21 And all the men of his city shall stone him with stones, that he die: so 
shalt thou put evil away from among you; and all Israel shall hear, and fear. 

this casual sin in the world...

living as believers... of those that inherit the promises...
let us have grace for our children... even those of hatred over sin that separates marriages...
love and learn to live by grace - as heirs together of eternal life

pretend your first wife doesn't exist... pretend you don't have children...
let's not deny the Lord our God... with our works of unrighteousness
[Tit 1:15-16 NKJV] 15 To the pure all things are pure, but to those who are defiled and unbelieving 
nothing is pure; but even their mind and conscience are defiled. 16 They profess to know God, but in 
works they deny [Him], being abominable, disobedient, and disqualified for every good work.

stubborn, rebellious, willful disobedience
[Pro 19:18 NIV] 18 Discipline your children, for in that there is hope; do not be a willing party to 
their death.

it is one of the marks of the end times with peril...
[2Ti 3:1-5 NKJV] 1 But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 2 For men will be lovers of 
themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 
3 unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, 4 traitors, headstrong, 
haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. 
And from such people turn away! 
[2Ti 3:14-15 NKJV]... 14 But you must continue in the things which you have learned and been assured 
of, knowing from whom you have learned [them], 15 and that from childhood you have known the Holy 
Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.



Bring your children up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, not the world...

beat them with a rod and deliver their soul from hell

V22-23 - thank you Jesus for the tree
22 And if a man have committed a sin worthy of death, and he be to be put to death, and thou hang him on a 
tree: 23 His body shall not remain all night upon the tree, but thou shalt in any wise bury him that day; (for he 
that is hanged [is] accursed of God;) that thy land be not defiled, which the LORD thy God giveth thee [for] 
an inheritance.

The curse of the cross - being hung on a tree...

which the LORD thy God giveth thee [for] an inheritance

Our Application: Living the Saved Life!

not living as unbelievers
put the evil out of his life... correct your children
teach them repentance... to receive correction...
don't teach them rebellion, stubbornness, hardness - refusing to be corrected...

Jesus bore it all - having become a curse for us, that we might live
[Gal 3:13-14 KJV] 13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it 
is written, Cursed [is] every one that hangeth on a tree: 14 That the blessing of Abraham might come on 
the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

[Eph 5:1-7 KJV] 1 Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; 2 And walk in love, as Christ also 
hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour. 
3 But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named among you, as 
becometh saints; 4 Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient: but 
rather giving of thanks. 5 For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, 
who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 6 Let no man deceive you 
with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience. 
7 Be not ye therefore partakers with them.

[Eph 4:17-24 KJV] 17 This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other 
Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, 18 Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from 
the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart: 19 Who 
being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with 
greediness. 20 But ye have not so learned Christ; 21 If so be that ye have heard him, and have been 
taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus: 22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old 
man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 24 
And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.
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