
Matthew 6 - "First Words"
Pupil - Learner - Follower - Disciple

A Disciple of Jesus Christ

What will you do?

I will follow... the words of Jesus

[Mat 6:1-34 KJV] 

V1-4 - Reward for giving to the poor
1 Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have no reward of your 
Father which is in heaven. 2 Therefore when thou doest [thine] alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as 
the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, 
They have their reward. 3 But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth: 4 
That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall reward thee openly. 

Alms - Charitable Deeds - kindness and compassionate giving unto the poor and needy...

Reward

no clearer beginning than this...
IF any one would come after me, Let him..
Deny Himself

Come to Listen and Learn
Come to Love and Live

[Mat 5:16, 20, 48 NKJV] 
16 "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in 
heaven. ... 
20 "For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds [the righteousness] of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. ... 
48 "Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.

how can I exceed the righteousness of the scribes and pharisees?... greater amounts? more frequently? 
better promotion? better marketing? greater influence? more people? tell our story?

REWARD', noun
1. Recompense, or equivalent return for good done, for kindness, for services and the like. Rewards may 
consist of money, goods or any return of kindness or happiness.

The laborer is worthy of his reward 1 Timothy 5:18.
Great is your reward in heaven. Matthew 5:12.

REWARDs and punishments presuppose moral agency, and something voluntarily done, well or ill; 



V5-8 - Prayer and reward
5 And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites [are]: for they love to pray standing in the 
synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have 
their reward. 6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to 
thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. 7 But when ye 
pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen [do]: for they think that they shall be heard for their much 
speaking. 8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye 
ask him. 

Prayer as a reputation... to be seen by men - praying as a show before others for reward

or praying to our Father in the hidden and secret closet - where no one else hears or knows

vain repetitions...

V9-15 - Teach us to Pray
9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 10 Thy kingdom 

without which respect, though we may receive good, it is only a benefit and not a reward
Matthew 16:27 - For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he 
shall reward every man according to his works.

NKJV - [Mat 6:1-4 ] 1 "Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before men, to be seen by 
them. Otherwise you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 2 "Therefore, when you do a charitable 
deed, do not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that 
they may have glory from men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. 3 "But when you do a 
charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 "that your charitable 
deed may be in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will Himself reward you openly.

pleasing self in the opinions of others to be known as a praying man...

what's the reward? answered prayer... the giving of answer and meeting of needs that our Father gives...

chanting... repeating... informing... speaking eloquently... various prayer methods...
for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him

NKJV - [Mat 6:5-8 ] 5 "And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For they love to pray 
standing in the synagogues and on the corners of the streets, that they may be seen by men. Assuredly, I 
say to you, they have their reward. 6 "But you, when you pray, go into your room, and when you have 
shut your door, pray to your Father who [is] in the secret [place]; and your Father who sees in secret will 
reward you openly. 7 "And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the heathen [do]. For they think 
that they will be heard for their many words. 8 "Therefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the 
things you have need of before you ask Him.



come. Thy will be done in earth, as [it is] in heaven. 11 Give us this day our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. 13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 14 For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you: 15 But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your 
trespasses. 

Secret Prayer - manner of praying

What hinders prayer - unforgivness

V16-18 - Fasting & Reward
16 Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that 
they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. 17 But thou, when thou 
fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy face; 18 That thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy Father 
which is in secret: and thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly. 

What is the reward for fasting...

What is the reward form our Father...

a need to change the perception of the praying of the outward prayers...
this is not the public prayer at church services...
turning it into a vain repetition...
go meet with your Father and seek Him and His will and kingdom and all things from our Father...

forgiveness of sin... free from debt owning... I owe God - that which is His due...
forgive...

NKJV [Mat 6:9-15 ] 9 "In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. 10 
Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as [it is] in heaven. 11 Give us this day our daily bread. 12 
And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors. 13 And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us 
from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 14 "For if you 
forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 "But if you do not forgive men 
their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

from men it is reputation of being a spiritual man...
a man who rules over his appetites...
a righteous man... - praise of men

power over the flesh life...
prayer is always the companion... 
putting to death the fleshly nature that is at enmity with God... 

power over the enemy... the world... the flesh
answered prayer - changing our lives... 



V19-21 - riches and enduring riches
19 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves 
break through and steal: 20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth 
corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: 21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart 
be also. 

valuable here on earth

What are the riches and treasure of heaven

V22-23 the view
22 The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light. 23 But if 
thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how 
great [is] that darkness! 

light is a window - opening that lets in the light... it's not the source.

V24 - Choose
24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the 

NKJV [Mat 6:16-18 ] 16 "Moreover, when you fast, do not be like the hypocrites, with a sad countenance. 
For they disfigure their faces that they may appear to men to be fasting. Assuredly, I say to you, they have 
their reward. 17 "But you, when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 18 "so that you do not 
appear to men to be fasting, but to your Father who [is] in the secret [place]; and your Father who sees 
in secret will reward you openly.

what happens to the riches in this world - material - corruptible

riches of mercy and riches of grace...
riches of glory... eternal true riches of life and love and truth...

NKJV [Mat 6:19-21 ] 19 "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 
where thieves break in and steal; 20 "but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 "For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also.

the desire to look upon the good or the evil...
choosing to look upon that which is?????

NKJV [Mat 6:22-23 ] 22 "The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye is good, your whole body 
will be full of light. 23 "But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If therefore the 
light that is in you is darkness, how great [is] that darkness!



24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the 
one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 

V25-30 - no worry into daily life 
25 Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for 
your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment? 26 Behold the 
fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth 
them. Are ye not much better than they? 27 Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature? 
28 And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do 
they spin: 29 And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30 
Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, [shall he] 
not much more [clothe] you, O ye of little faith? 

living full in the life and faith and teachings of Jesus our Lord

We truly do not have power over many things in our lives....

The sin of worry

V31-34 - no more worry when living for Jesus Christ
31 Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be 
clothed? 32 (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have 
need of all these things. 33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things 
shall be added unto you. 34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for 
the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day [is] the evil thereof.

NKJV [Mat 6:24 ] 24 "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or 
else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.

God clothes His creation with the adornment He intends...
He will clothe you...
He will feed you
He will give you drink...

NKJV [Mat 6:25-30 ] 25 "Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you 
will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than 
clothing? 26 "Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 "Which of you by worrying can add 
one cubit to his stature? 28 "So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how 
they grow: they neither toil nor spin; 29 "and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not 
arrayed like one of these. 30 "Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow 
is thrown into the oven, [will He] not much more [clothe] you, O you of little faith?

NKJV - [Mat 6:31-34 ] 31 "Therefore do not worry saying 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or



Our Application:

NKJV  [Mat 6:31 34 ] 31 Therefore do not worry, saying, What shall we eat?  or What shall we drink?  or 
'What shall we wear?' 32 "For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows 
that you need all these things. 33 "But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added to you. 34 "Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about 
its own things. Sufficient for the day [is] its own trouble.

living for the kingdom and righteousness of Jesus Christ1.

Matthew 6:331.

living born of God - born of incorruptible seed2.

[1Pe 1:22-25 NKJV] 22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in 
sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, 23 having been born 
again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides 
forever, 24 because "All flesh [is] as grass, And all the glory of man as the flower of the grass. The 
grass withers, And its flower falls away, 25 But the word of the LORD endures forever." Now this is the 
word which by the gospel was preached to you.

1.

Pass the test...3.

faith must be tested... that it endures...1.


